Exporu Hroceos1ng Zone - lst GQuarter 1985

1. Introduction

This issue presents the prediminary results of the Quarterly
Survey of Employment in the EPZ sector carried out by this of Fl;eo it
alsc contains provi isicnal figures relating to EPZ exports and impart

during the rlrst quarter of 1985,
2. Employment

As at end of Merch 1985, there were 215 enterprises operating
in the &£xport Processing Zone and smployment stood at 42,772 of wihich
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33,016 were females znd 7,756 males,
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Buring the {irst cuar his year, 18 new enterprises

have started cperaticn. & total of 5,818 new icbs were created,cf which

5,046 . hrcugh - the ewpeansi of existing enterprises and 772 through

the setting up of new ones. However, as there were &19  dobs lost
through the contraction of existing companies, the net chan
3

g
employment between March 1985 and December 31984 was 5,19%. OF these,

3,396 were female workers and 1,803, male workers. The wearing apparel
product group which constifutes msinly of the manufacture of knitted

pullovers and cther ready made garments has been the main employnent

creation sector. Almest the additidnal jcbs (99%) were created

in this sector.
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making a significant contribution towzrds

n

The EFZ sect e
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the expansion of empleyment opportunities in the cduntry. Compered with
March 1983, employment in this secter has risen by 19,429 (14,037 of
which are female workers and 5,392 male workers) which represents an
increase of more than BCY over ths last two yesars.

Dﬁring the Zast 12 months, 13,818 additional workers wsre
recruited. ©Based on the records of the Ministry of Industry relaling
to the issue of Export Enterprise Certificates, it is estimated that the
work  force of the EPZ sector will probably reach 52,800 by the end of

this year.




3. Exports and, Imports

3.1 Exports

During the first quarter of this year, Rs 507.6 million
worth of goods have been exported by the EPZ enterprises. The main
products exported were articles of wearing apparel and clothing which

anounted to Rs 369.5 million, representing 73% of the total EPZ exports.

Data on exporis by quarter show that IEPZ exports usually follow
a markedly increasing trend throughout the year . Thefirst quarter of
the year registers the lowest export figure and the peak is reached during

the last quarter.

Assuming that a similar trend is followed during 1985, it is
estimated that, during the next quarters, exports will, by far, exceed
Rs 507.6 million and total EPZ exports for the year 19305 could well be
around Rs 3,000 million.

3.2 Imports
Inports during the first quarter of 1905 amounted to Rs 507

million, the highest EPZ import bill registered so far for a single

quarter.

Of the Re 507 million, Rs 330 million were paid for imports
of raw materials required by the 'textile! and 'wearing apparel!
industries. An amount of Rs 60,2 misllion was paid in respect of imports

of machinery and equipment.

3.3 Net Exgqggi .

The net exports for the first gquarter 1905 have therefore
been only around Rs 0.6 million, an almost negligible amount. As shown
in table 10, on page 11, net exports during the first quarter of the
year are usually low and it is expected that with the increase in

exports during the coming months, the net exports may improve considerably.

Central Statistical Office,

Rose Hill.

May 1935



- Employme in the EPZ sect as at 3lst tegor
of enterprise and by sex
i As at 31lst March 1985 ]
Category of enterprise No. of Employment
enterprises Male Female Total
: : 4 [
1. Large ] 183 9,623 § 31,310 1 40,933 ‘
4 4
2. Small 31 ) 110 62 172
3« Outworkers - 23 1,644 1,667
TOTAL 215 9,756 33,016 42,772
Category of enterprisess
1. Large : Enterprises employing 10 or more persons
2. Small : Enterprises employing less than 10 persons
3. Outworkers : Persons working at their home, on materials
provided by establishments.
Table 2 .= - Fmployment evolution in the EPZ sector during 1lst guarter 1935
- T "1 Ne. of : f
Description enterprises AqPbp¥ognent
1. Employment as at 31lst December 1984 197 37,573
{ 2. Total employment created 1 50 4 5,818 ‘
of wvhich : : b b
Employment created through expansion : - ! ;
of existing enterprises ] (32) ] (5,046) ]
. 1 1
Employment created through new
enterprises (18) (7172)
3., Total employment lost 25 619
£ i ¢
8:;\ which
Employment lost through contraction
of existing enterprises (25) (619) !
4
Employpent lost through closing ; b ]
down of enterprises ' (- (- y
4 E
4e Net change in employment + 5,199
. =mIsmmmmmsmIse=
5. Employment as at 31st March 1985 215 42,772
=== |=|mmmTIs=m=
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aple 6 > EPZi~Analysis of net change %E emgument dur H.‘E + quarter 1985 by
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" Employment as at Net change
d. f LI IR I R
Product group k e _n N fa‘ e in
. 1 :
- Pegember March | employment
{ 1984 1 1985 i
: ;
1. Flowers 172 182 + 10
2. Textile yarn and fabrics 1,447 1,491 + A4
. L
1 3. Wearing apparcls ! 31,065 § 36,210 +5,145 ]
* - P! F . 4
] of which (a) pullovers i (19,022) § (22,194) § (+ 3,172) 1
3 : 1 p
(v) gloves 1 (1,236) (1,335) ; (+ 99) i
\ 4 :
(c) other garments (10,807) { (12,681) } (+ 1,874)
4e Leather products and footwear 412 ! 416 + 4
4+ 5. Wood,furniture and paper products ‘ 974 ; - 911 p - 63’
. 4 1 4
» . 4
4 - - 4
! 6, Optical goods ; 219 ] 217 -2
. _ b , 1 ,
7. Watches and clocks ’. 254 476 + 22
L N . L.
i 8. Jewellery and rclated articlas 778 i 793 + 15
. ‘ 4 , i * 4
’ 4
4 4 .
1 9. Fishing tackles and flies 285 ] 457 - 20
10. Toys and carnival articles 635 654 + 19
11. Other 932 965 + 33
TOTAL 37,573 42,772 § + 5, 199
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Table 7 — FEPZ s Analysis, of net change in employment during last 12 months ending

Al $sc B BB
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March, 1002, by.product, croup .

e

- e

S B Tl B i o

Employment as at Net change
end of ceocsese
Product group | FAPSPEPFOPE RS S R in
. March Maxrch
1984 4 1985 employmen‘b 1
, , . ! ‘F ] . A
L 4
1. Flowers 150 p 182 + 32
2. Textile yarn and fabrics 1,423 ) 1,491 + 68
3. Wearing apparels 23,078 36,210 + 13,132
4 4
of which (a) pullovers ; (16,320) 1 (22,194) §(+ 5,874) |
(b) gloves ! (897) ¢ (1,335) 1 (+438) j
(c¢) othor garments (5,861) | (12,681) { (+ 6,820)
Je Leather products and footwear 333 A16 + 83
1 L
L
- [ ]
5. Wood, furniture and papcr products |} 870 911 + 41 ]
4 4 b
j ‘ 4
6. Optical goods ) 204 1 217 4+ 13 ]
4 4
: 4
7. WUatches and clocks A48 476 + 28
8. Jewellery and related articles 763 : 793 ] + 30
1 ] y ]
9. PFishing tackles and flies ; 480 1 457 - 23
10. Toys and carnival articles 112 654 + 242
i
11. Other 793 965 + 172
e deas - RPN DU DN s —
: ]
TOTAL 28,954 22,772 + 13,818
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