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1. COVERAGE
EXPORTS

Cover

Include
Exclude

IMPORTS

Cover

Include

Exclude

2, VALUATION °

1.

2.
3e
fe
1.

1.
2.

1.

2.

1:
2.

1.
2e

Domestic exports (including exports from the
Export Processing Zone)

Re~Exports

Export ex Warehouse

Returned

Government, Parcel Post and Air Freight

goods

Trade with Oufeq Islands
Ships?! stores and bunkers

Landed merchandise sent to warehouse for subsequent

delivery

Landed merchandise issued for home consumption

Government Parcel Post and Air Freight

Donations from other Government and International
Organisations

Trade wi
Bullion

th Outer Islands

and specie

Ixports are valued F.0.B. and imports C.I.F.

Fo 0.B. Free on Board

CoI.F. Cost, Insurance and Freight

411l figures quoted are in Mauritian Rupees

3. COMMODITY CLASSIFICATION

The classification used for the compilation of trade statistics is based

on the Standard International Trade Classification (Revised II) or S.I.T.C.
(Rev. II). However, import and export bills of entry are being worked upon
according to the Customs Co~operation Council Nomenclature (CeCueC.NN,)o.

4. ROUNDING OF ¥IGURES

Pigures have been rounded off to the nearest final digit and in some

cases to ‘the nearest one decimal place and as a result in some tables there may

be discrepancies between the sum

5. SYMBOLS

—~ Nil or negligible

6. ABBREVIATIONS

me ton

Rs
000

T
PL

co oo oo

Noa.s

of the constituent items and to.the-total as.shown.

Rupees

Thousand

Million

Metric ton ¢ 1,000 kilos
Number |

Not available



EXTERNAL TRADE = FIRST QUARTER 1985

1. Balance of Vigible Trade

The total value of trade during the first quarter of 1985
reached Rs 3,24%.2 million as against Rs 2,0688.6 million for the corres-—
ponding quarter of the previous year. In real terms, this represents a

growth of 5.2%.

The value of exports amounted to Rs 1,472.2 m11110n and that
of imports Rs 1,771. Oﬂleav1nv thus a deficit of Rs 298.8 million for the
quarter. Thiy compares with a deficit of Rs 324.0 million for the.corres-
ponding quarter of the previous year when value of exports totalled
Rs 1,182.3 million while that of imports stood at Rs 1,506.3 million.

2. Price Indices and Texrms of Trade

During the first quarter of 1985, the overall prices of exported
commodities rose by about 3. 1% with respect to the fourth quarter of 1984.
At the same time import prices followed a similar trend but with a higher
growth rate (4 9p) The terms of trade have therefore suffered a decline
of about 2 points during the qguarter (106 against 108 in the fourth quarter
df 1984 with 1982 as base) .

3. Exports

" The total value of exports inclusive of ships' stores and bunkers
during the first quarter of 1985 amounted to Rs 1,472.2 million as compared
with Rs 1,182.3 million for the same quarter of 1984. In volume terms this
represents a growth of about 6.5%.

The Rs 289.9 million increase in exports between the first quarters

of 1984 and of 1985 4w accounted almost exclusively by higher earnings from
sugar (+ Rs 142.8 Mn) end EPZ goods (+ Rs 146.4 Mn). A breakdown of total
exports between the first guarters of 1984 and of 1985 together with changes
are shown hereunder: .

Value (f.0.b.) Rs Mn

—

1st Qr. 1st Qr. Changes
i M Fer g
Sugar 625.9 768.7 + 142.8
Molasses - - -
Tea = 88.6 76.3 - 12.3
EPZ 361.2 507.6 + 146.4
Other domestic exports ©15.9 19.7 + 3.8
Total domestic exports 1,091.6 1,372.3 + 280.7
Re~exports 15.3 21.9 + 6.6
Ships' stores and bunkers 5.5 78.0 + 2.5
Total exports 1,182.3 1,472.2 + 289.9




4. Imports

The total value of imports of the country during the first
quarter of 1985 has attained Rs 1,771.0 million as compared with
Rs 1,506.3 million for the corresponding gquarter a year ago, thus
showing an increase of 18%. The higher value of imports is accounted
for both by a rise of 12.9% in price and an increase of 4.2% in vclume.

It is to be noted that the level of inmports during the
first quarter of 1985 is not far from the record level reached during
the last quarter of 1984.

Additional imports of petroleum products (+ Rs 91.8 Im) and
of raw materials for the EPZ industries (+ Rg 93.9 Mn) explained more
than two thirds of the increase in imports between the first quarters of
1984 and of 1985. On the other hand, decreases in the value of imports
of fixed vegetable oils and fats (- Rs 16.1 Ilm), dairy products
(- Rs 14.3 Im), chemicals (- Rs 20.0 Mn) and cement (- Rs 14.4 Mn) were
registered and to some extent offset the rise in the import bill. The
table below lists the important changes that have occurred between the
first quarters of 1984 and of 1985.

C.I.F, value Rs Mn

COMUODITY ljzsqr‘ 1st Qr. Ingizggzs .

4 1985 Decrcase \~
Rice ‘ 72.0 84.3 + 12.3
Wheaten flour 37.0 | »s7.8 + 20.8
Dairy products 59.5 45.2 - 14.3
Petroleum products 228.9 320.7 ’ + 91.8
Fixed vegetable oils and fats 64.2 48.1 - 16.1
Chemicals { 111.0 91.0 - 20.0

Textile fibres, yarn

and fabrics 256.2 350.1 + 93.9
Cement 65.9 51.5 - 14.4
Iron and steel 40,2 50.8 + 10.6
Rood vehicles and parts 26.6 37.9 + 11.3
Machinery 154.2 168.1 + 13.9

The structure of imporits by commodity classes has undergone some
important changes during the first quarter of 1985 as compared with the

same period a year ago. The share of food has decreased from 19.8 to 18.4%,

whilst those of animal and vegetable oils and fats taken as a whole and
chenmicals declined from 5.0 to 3.8% and 7.3 to 5.1% respectively. On the
other hand, increases have been recorded in the share of mineral fuels,
Jubricants ond related materials from 15.9 to 18.6% and in that of



o b

miscellaneous manufactured articles from 5.6 to 6.9%.

Some of the major groups of commodities that have had a
considerable weight in the imports bill of the country during the
first guarter of 1985 were textile fibres, yarn and fabries (Rs 350 Mn)
~ almost exclusively for the EPZ industries, refined petroleum products
(rs 321 Mn), machinery (Rs 168 Mn) of which Rs 60 million were imported
by the EPZ Sector, chemicals (Rs 91 Mn), rice (Rs 84 IMn) and wheaten
flour (Rs 58 lin). The share of the above classes of commodities has
accounted for more than sixty per cent of the total value of imports.

5. Exports and Imports of EPZ

The IExport unterprlse Certificate Industries (EPZ) contributed
durlnw the first quarter of 1985 36% to total exports as compared with
335 for the same gquarter of 1984. The total value of EPZ exports during
the first quarter of 1985 amounted to Rs 507.6 million as against Rs 361.2
million for the same period in 1984. Out of the Rs 146.4 million increase
Rs 127.9 million (87%) were accounted for by hlgher exports of textile
and clothing.

It is %o be noted that EPZ exports in the first quarter of 1985
are lower than those of the fourth quarter of 1984. This is to be
expected when past trends are analysed. In fact, during the past four
years this had always been the case. The Rsg 500 million mark has been
exceeded for the first time for a first guarter.

Imports for industries in the ILPZ rose substantially from
Rs 336 million during the first quarter of 1984 to Rs 507 million (Rs 447 Mn
for raw materials and Rs 60 Mn for machlnery) in the same period of 1985,
thus resulting in an increase of 51p,

EPZ exports and imports by very broad groups of items exported amd
imported during the first quarters of 1984 and of 1985 are given in the
table hereunder:

Value Rs Mn

1984 1985
T 1st Qr. _ 1st Qr. .
Exports (f.o.b.) 361.2 5076
Clothing & textile 257.8 385.7
Other 103.4 121.9°
Imports (c.i.f.) 336.3 507.0
Raw materials ' 302.8 446.,8
Machinery & equipment v 33.5 E 60.2
Net exports +24.9 + 0.6




6. Direction of trade

v ‘During the first quarter of 1985 the EEC Countries have, as
usual, been the priviledged market of Mauritian products, However,
signs of a diversification of market have become apparent during the
last two years. This seems to be confirmed in the first quarter of
1985 when the share of exports to EEC Countries fell to 77% as compared
with 89% and 835 in the corresponding quarter of 1983 and 1984 respectively.
As o result of this diversification the United States of America seems to
become an inportant avenue for the Mauritien products. The share of
exports to this country during the first quarter of 1985 reached 17% os
contrasted with 4% and 8% in the corresponding quarter of 1983 and 1984
respectively. In value, export figures to the EEC Countries were
Rs 1,069.6 million with Rs 644.8 million (46%) to the United Kingdom and
Res 300.7 million (22%) to France. The value of exports to the United
States of America amounted to Rs 300.3 million (220).

During the first quarter of 1985, the Country's moin sources
of supply were the EEC Countries (Rs 472.0 Im) covering 27% of our total
imports. The main suppliers from that group of countries were France

(Rs 201.1 Mn) and the United Kingdom (Rs 122.1 Mn). Other important sources

were the following countries: Bahrain (Rs 281.8 Mn), China (Rs 130.0 Mn)
and the Republic of South Africa (Re 128.7 Im).

Central Statistical Office,
Roge Hill,

May, 1985
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