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External Trade - Second Quarter 1984

Figures for 1984 are provisional and subject to revision
1. COVERAGE

IMPORTS

Cover

Pt
.

Landed merchandise sent to warehouse for subsequent
delivery

2. Landed merchandise issued for home consumption

Include : 1. Government,; Parcel Post and Air Freight

2. Donations from other Government and International

Organisations
Exclude : 1l. Trade with Outer ILslands
2. Bullion and specie
EXPORTS
Cover : l. Domestic exports (including exports from the Export
Processing Zone
2. Re-Exports
3. Export ex Warehouse
4. Returned goods
Include : 1. Government, Parcel Post and Air Freight
Exclude : 1. Trade with Outer Islands

2. Ships!' stores and bunkers

2. VALUATION

Exports are valued F.0.B. and imports C.I.F.
F.O0.B. : Free on Board
C.I.F. : Cost, Insurance and Freight

All figures quoted are in Mauritian Rupees

3. COMMODITY CLASSIFICATION

The classification used for the compilation of trade statistics is based
on the Standard International Trade Classification (Revised II) or S.I.T.C. (Rev.
II). However, import and export bills of entry are being worked upon according to
the Customs Co~operation Council Nomenclature (C.C.C.N.)

4. ROUNDING OF FIGURES

Figures have been rounded off to the nearest final digit and in some cases
to the nearest onedecimel Hlace and as a result in some tables there may be discrepan—
cies between the sum of the constituent items and the total as shown.

5. SYMBOLS
- Nil or negligible «ee Not available
6. ABBREVIATIONS
Rs : Rupees

000 : Thousand
Man : Million

mston = Metric ton ¢ 1,000 kilos
No. : DNumber



Ixternal Trade - 2nd Quarter 1984

1. Total Trado

The total value of trade of the Country during the second
quarter of 1984 amounted to Rs 2,627 million as compared with Rs 2,684
million for the first quarter of 1984. Thus,there was a reduction of
Rs 57 million in the total value of trade between these two periods or
a slight fall of about 2%. However, the decrease in volume terms over
these two periods is estimated to be about 12%.

When compared with the corresponding quarter of the previous
year,the value of trade shows an increase of Rs 470 million or 22%, the
volume increase being about 10%.

For the first semester of 1984, the total trade of the country
was valued at Rs 5,311 million in comparison to RBRs 4,340 million for the
same period of 1983, resulting in an increase of Rs 971 million or 22.4%
between these two periods.

Details are found in tables 1 and 2.

2. Balance of Trade

The share of exports inclusive of ships'! stores and bunkers
in the total value of trade for the second gquarter of 1984 has been
Rs 1,065 million (Rs 1,183 m for the first quarter of 1984) and that of
imports Rs 1,562 million (Rs 1,501 m for the first quarter of 1984),
bringing about a deficit of Rs 497 million (Rs 317 m for the first quarter
of 1984) in the visible trade of the country.

The deficit for the second guarter of 1983 amounted to
Rs 453 million.

The total export value for the first half of 1984 amounted to
Rs 2,248 millicn as aingt BEs 1,868 million for the corresponding period
in 1983. The value of imports having reached Rs 3,063 million for the
same period brought abcut a deficit of Rs 815 million, The corresponding
Tigure for the first semester of 1983 was Rs 604 million.

5 &

The visible trade of the country usually shows a higher deficit
in the first half of a year as the bulk of sugar crop is exported during
the second half of the year.

Details are found in tables 1 and 2.

3. Terms of Trade

During the second guarter of 1984, the overall prices of
exported commodities rose by about 18% and those of imported goods by
about 6% and as a result the terms of trade of the country for that
period attained 111. Tor the first quarter of 1984 the terms of trade
were 106. There has, therefore, been an improvement of about 5% in the
terms of trade. Recent trends in the terms of trade of the country are
shown in table 3,

Exports/



Exports

The total value of exports during the second quarter of 1984
amounted to Rs 1,065 million as sgainst Rs 1,183 million for the previous
quarter, resulting in a decline of about 10% in value terms. However,
export price level having risen by about 7.5% between these two quarters,
a decline of about 16% in volume was registered, This is to be expected
since during that time of the year the amount of sugar exported is usually
lower than that at any other corresponding period of the same year.

The cumulated export earnings from goods for the Ffirst two
quarters of 1984 went up by Rs 380 million when compared with the
corresponding period a year ago. A breakdown of these exports for the
above periods is shown hereunders:-

Rs Million

1983 1984 1983 1984
lst Qr. 2nd Qr. 1st Qr. 2nd Qr. 1lst 1st
Semester Semester
Total Exports 1,015.4 852.2 1,183.4 1,064.7 1,867.6 2,248.1
Domestic
exports 901.9 T49.7 1,092.5 g961.1 1,651.6 2,053,6
Re~exports 20.2 20.1 15.3 39.9 40.3 55.2
Ships! stores
and Bunkers 93.3 82.4 75.6 63.7 175.7 139.3

During the second quarter of 1984, 67.1 thousand metric tons
of sugar valued at Rs 314.6 million (31% of total exports) were exported as
compared with 143.4 metric +tons for Rs 625.9 million (56% of total
exports) during the previous quarter. Last year during the second quarter
sugar exports amounted to 84.7 thousand metric tons valued at Rs 371.3
millionx?48% of total exports).

For the first semester of 1984, 210.5 thousand metric tons of
sugar were exported for a value of Rs 940.5 million in comparison to
231.7 thousand metric tons valued at Rs 976.5 million for the same period
in 1983. (See Tables 6, 7 and 9).

The Export Enterprise Certificate Industries (EPZ) contributed
55% to total exports during the second quarter of 1984 with Rs 548 million.
The corresponding figure for the Ffirst quarter was Rs 362 million, Out
of the Rs 186 million increase, Rs 176 million were accounted for by
exports of the clothing industries.

The cumulated exports of EPZ for the first six months of 1984
amounted to Rs 910 million as against Rs 571 million for the corresponding
period of 1983, thus showing an increase of Rs 339 million out of which
Rs 262 million were contributed by higher exports of clothing (see
(See Tables 8 and 9).

Export/
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Export earnings obtained from tea during the second quarter of
1984 were much less than those of the previous quarter (Rs 56 million against
Rs 89 million), but were considerably higher than those of the corresponding
period a year ago when they were of the order of Rs 21 million. When aggre-
gated for the first two quarters of the year, the amount received for this
commodity works out to almost three times that of the same period last year.
This significant increase is explained both by a bigger volume (+ 32%) and
a higher price (+ 99%). The quantity exported in the two periods were 3,215
and 4,232 metric tons for a value of Rs 54.3 million and Rs 145 million
respectively.

Exports of certain other important commodities are shown in tables
6, 7y, 8 and 9.

Most of the country's exports were directed towards the EEC countries.
However, the United States of America is also becoming a very important market
for Mauritius. During the first six months of 1984, export figures to the EEC
countries were Rs 1,683 million, representing about 80% of total exports with
Rs 1,002 million (48%)to the United Kingdom, Rs 405 million (19%) to Fremce
and Rs 228 million (11%) to the United States of America.(See Tables 10 and 11).

Imports

The total value of imports during the second quarter of 1984 was
Rs 1,562 million as compared with Rs 1,501 million for the first quarter of the
same year, resulting in a rise of about 4% in value. And as the import price
level also has increased by about 3% between these two periods, the increase
in the volume of imports was only about 1%.

Imports during the second quarter of 1983 amounted to Rs 1,305 million.

When the first two quarters of the year are combined, the value of
imports shows an increase of Rs 591 million (24%) over that of the corresponding
period of last year rising from Rs 2,472 million in 1983 to Rs 3,063 million
in 1984. (See Tables 1 and 2).

The table below lists the main changes that have occurred between
the first scmester of 1983 and that of 1984:~
Values Rs Mn

. Jan.-June Jan .~June Increase (+
Commodit; .
el 1983 1984 Decrease é-%,
Dairy products 101.4 127.1 + 25.7
Rice 89.1 116.9 + 27.8
Petroleum products refined 516.9 497.4 - 139.5
Pixed vegetable oils and fats 41.5 93.5 + 52.0
Inorganic elements, oxides and
halogen salts 7.8 24.8 + 17.0
Textile yarn, fabrics, made up
articles and related products 263.4 | 498,2 +234.8
Cement 64.6 81.9 + 173
Pearls precious and semiprecious
stones 16.1 35.5 + 19.4
Iron and steel 64.1 79.9 + 15.8
Machinery 104.0 167.1 + 63,1
Photographic apparatus, equipment
and supplies ' 44.5 60.4 + 15,9
and optical goods




It will be seen that the single biggest change has occurred
in the itenn of textile yarns and fabrics, which are imported by the EPZ
industries. The increase in this group accounts for almost half the
total increase between these two periods., Other notable increases are
to be found in machinery (+ Rs 63 m) and oils and fats (+ Re 52 m). On
the other hand, petroleum products recorded a fall (- Rs 20 m).

Some of the most important items in the import bill of the
country during the first half of 1984 were refined petroleum products
s 497 m), textile fibres, yarn and fabrics (Rs 493 m), machinery
(Rs 226 ms, rice (Rs 117 m) and wheaten flour (Rs 106 m). Details are
to be found in Tables 13, 14 and 15.

During the second quarter of 1984, the value of imports in the
EPZ sector amounted to Rs 442 millias This value is double that of the
corresponding period of last year and 32% higher than that in the previous
quarter. When the first two quarters of the year are combined, the value
of imports of EPZ industries reached Rs 778 nillion as against Rs 406
million for the first two quarters of last year. The increases were
accounted for by higher imports of raw materials (Rs 312 m) and machinery
and equipment (Rs 60 m).

The country's main sources of supply during the first semester
of 1984 have been the EEC countries (Rs 971 m) representing nearly one
third of total imports. The main suppliers from this group of countries
were, as usual, France (Rs 353 m) and the United Kingdom (Rs 243 m).
Cther important sources of supply for the period mentioned above were
Bahrain (Rs 323 m), the Republic of South Africa (Rs 237 n), Japan
(Rs 185 m), Australia (Rs 144 m) and Kuwait (Rs 114 m). (See Tables
16 and 17).

Central Statistical Office,
Rose Hill.

Auvgust 1984
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