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FOREWORD

This is the thirteenth issue of the Digest of Road Transport and Road Accident
Statistics published by the Central Statistical Office.

This digest deals with all available statistics on road transport and road traffic
accidents relating to the island of Mauritius. It thus contains information on different
types of vehicles, public bus operations and road traffic accidents.

Data on vehicles have been compiled from the register of the National
Transport Authority (NTA), and those on road traffic accidents were collected from all
police stations through a specially designed form.

The figures published are the latest available as at the end of May 1998. Some
of the figures are therefore provisional and subject to revision in later issues. Figures
in successive issues of the digest supersede those appearing in previous ones.

It is hoped that the data presented in this report will be of valuable help to the
public in general and to planners and policy-makers in particular.

The co-operation and assistance of the National Transport Authority, the
Traffic Management Unit of the Ministry of Public Infrastructure and the Police in the
publication of this digest, are gratefully acknowledged here.

(S. Basant Rai)
Director of Statistics

Central Statistical Office

Ministry of Economic Development and Regional Co-operation ,
PORT LOUIS .

REPUBLIC OF MAURITIUS .

September 1998



NOTES

ABBREVIATIONS

The following abbreviations are used:

No. : Number
000 Thousand
% : Percentage
km : Kilometre
sq : square
M/ton : Metric ton : 1,000 kilos
Mn : Million
Rs : Rupees
c.i.f : Cost, insurance and freight
n.e.s : Not elsewhere specified
L : Litre

SYMBOLS

-- Nil or negligible

Not available

XX KR X HXXEXXXXX®
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SUMMARY DATA (Island of Mauritius)

. GENERAL
1996
Population {mid-year) (Number) 1,098,668
Area (sq km) 1,865
! Lergth of roads {(km) 1,905
Gross National Product {at market price)  {Rs million) 76,510

VEHICLE AND ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENT STATISTICS (Number)

19396 1997

Vehicles on register: 200,320 21C,922
Two wheelers 101,754 105,406

~oad Accidents
Totel recorded accidents: 14,845 15,984
Fatal 138 132
Senous injury 176 i34
Other imjury 2,469 2,583
Non eury 12 g2 13,075
131 Number of vehicles invelved 26.270 28,561
i14Y Total casualties: 3,774 3,755
Fatal 153 146
Sernously injured 238 261

Other injured 3,383
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ROAD TRANSPORT AND ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENT STATISTICS
Year 1997

1.4  Vehicles registered as at December 1997 (Island of Mauritius)

Data on registration of vehicles at the National Transport Authority shows that in
1997 the fleet increased by some 10,600 or 5.3% over 1996. At December 1997, the size
of the fleet had attained 210,900 and its composition by type of vehicles stood as follows:
105,400 or 50% were motorcycles and autocycles; 75,400 or 36%, cars and dual purpose
vehicles, and the remaining 14% comprised 12,470 vans, 9,350 lorries, 2,350 buses and

5,900 other vehicles.

1.2  Net addition during 1997

Between January and December 1997, some 14,700 vehicles were registered,
consisting of 9,400 new, 2,300 imported second-hand vehicles and 3,000 re-registered.
However during the same period about 4,100 vehicles were put off the road, which brought
the net additions to the fleet to 10,600.

1.3  Vehicles used for the transport of passengers

The fleet of cars and dual purpose vehicles (dpv's) increased by 5,500 or 7.9% to
reach 75,400 in 1997. During the year, some 6,000 cars and dual purpose vehicles were

registered, around 1,000 were re-registered and 1,500 were were put off the road.

Of the 6,000 registered, 3,900 were new and 2,100 imported second-hand vehicles.

Comparative figures for 1996 are 2,700 new and 2,400 imported second-hand vehicles.

Table 1.3 on the age composition of cars and dual purpose vehicles shows that 36%
of the fleet were under 5 years, 28% between 5 and 10 and the remaining 36% were above

10 years.



As regards the fleet of public buses, that is, those operating with a Road Service
License, there were 1,755 operational. The age distribution was as follows: 40% of the

buses were under 5 years, 40% between 5 and 10 and 20%, 10 years and over.

2.1 Road accidents

The number of road accidents reported at police stations increased from 14,845 in
1996 to 15,954 in 1997. This 7.5% increase compares with a 1.1% increase in 1996.

Accidents with injuries increased by around 4%, while "non injury" accidents, by 8.4%.

Consequently, the rate of accidents per 100,000 population went up from 1,351 to

1,434 whereas the rate per 1,000 registered motor vehicles increased from 77 to 78.

2.2 Motor vehicles involved in accidents

There were 28,561 motor vehicles involved in the road accidents showing an
increase by 2,291 or 8.7% over 1996 to 28,561 in 1997 Private cars alone accounted for
about 45% of the vehicles involved while autocyles and motorcycles, 14% , vans, 16% and

the remaining 25% were other types of vehicles.

2.3 Casualties

However. the number of casualties reported (3,755) remained almost at the same
level as that of the previous year. The main reason could be the high number of non injury
accidents. Out of these 3,755 casualties, 146 were fatal, 261 involved serious injuries and
the remaining 3,348 only slight injuries. Consequently, there has been a decrease in both
the fatality rates per 100,000 population (from 13.9 in 1996 to 13.1 in 1997) and per 1,000
registered vehicles (fr'om 0.8 1n 1996 to 0.7 in 1997).



The most vulnerable class of road users were once again riders of autocycles and

motorcycles with 31% of casualties followed closely by pedestrians, 28 %.

24 Hit and run cases

Out of the 334 hit and run cases reported at police stations in 1997, 69 involved

vehicles and pedestrians and the remaining 265, vehicles only.



Part | - Vehicle Statistics 1/

Definitions

Definitions as stipulated in Section 4 of Road Traffic Act of 1962 for types of
vehicles .

1. Heavy Motor Car

That is to say, mechanically propelled vehicles, other than vehicies classified
under this section as motor cars, which are constructed themselves to carry a load or
passengers and whose unladen weight exceeds 272 tons.

2. Dual-purpose Vehicle

Means a vehicle, constructed or adapted for the carriage both of passengers
and of goods or burden of any description whose unladen weight does not exceed two tons
and which either:-

(@) is so constructed or adapted that the driving power of the engine is, or
by the appropriate use of the controls of the vehicle can be,
transmitted to all the wheels of the vehicle; or

(b) satisfied the following conditions as to construction -

(i) the vehicle is permanently fitted with a rigid roof, with or without a
sliding panel,

(ii) the area of the vehicle to the rear of the driver's seat is -

(A) permanently fitted with at least one row of transverse seats (fixed
or folding) for 2 or more passengers and those seats are properly
sprung or cushioned and provided with uphoistered back-rests.
attached either toc the seats or to a side or the floor of the vehicie.

and

(B) it on each side and at the rear by a window or windows of giass
or other transparent material having an area or aggregate area of
not less than 2 square feet on each side and not less than 120
square inches on the rear.

(i) the distance between the rearmost part of the steering wheel and
the backrests of fhe row of transverse seats satisfying the
requirements specified in subparagraph (ii) (A) (or where there I1s
more than one rovs of seats. the distance between the rearmost
part of the steering wheel and the backrests of the rearmost row)
ts. when the seats are ready for use, not less than one-third cf
distance between the rearmost part of the steering wheel and the
rearmost part of the floor of the vehicle.

3 Motor Cycles

That is to say. mechanically propelled vehicles, other than auto-cycles or
vehicles classified under this section as invaiid carriages, with not more than 4 wheels and
whose uniaden weight does not exceed 4C0 kilcgrams

1/ excludes pedal cycies



4. Auto-Cycles

That is to say, bicycles which have pedals and a motor attached which can be
propelled by means of those pedals any by mechanical or electrical power from that motor
and the swept volume of the cylinders of that motor does not exceed 50 cubic centimetres

5. Motor Tractor

That is to say, mechanically propelled vehicles which are not constructed
themselves to carry any load and whose unladen weight does not exceed 7% tons.

6. Trailer

(a) means a vehicle which has no independent motive power cf its own anc
which is drawn or designed to be drawn, by a motor vehicle

(b) does not include a sidecar attached to a motor cycle, nct z fam
implement that is not constructed or adapted for the conveyance of
goods or burden of any description.

7. Weight Unladen

means the weight of a vehicle which:-

(a) includes the body and all parts (the heavier beng taken wirars
alternative bodies or parts are used) which are necessary to ¢ 2 tinanly
used with the vehicle when working on a road;

(b) excludes the weight of water, fuel or accumulators used for the curposs

of the supply of power for the propulsion of vehicle or of locse 120l 2na
loose equipment.
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Table 1.3 - New vehicles' registered , 1993 - 1997

Type of vehicle 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

Car 1,663 1,438 1,477 1,457 2,141
Dual Purpose Vehicle 1,120 1,541 1,325 1,268 1.758
Heavy Motor Car 37 25 45 45 33
Motor Cycle 2,250 1,887 1,164 831 768
Auto Cycle 6,691 6,345 4,126 3,397‘ 3,235
Lorry and Truck 325 348 274 188 218
Van 710 672 609 625 1.029
Bus 211 193 204 99 110
Tractor and Dumper 66 69 82 60 66
Prime Mover 11 11 6 7 9
Trailer 55 83 63 49 49
Road Roller 11 1 3 1 3
Other 2 11 28 13 4 3
Total 13,161 12,641 9,391 8,031 9,422

' includes government vehicles

2 includes, inter alia, tanker lorries, excavators and industrial tractors




Table 1.4 - Second-hand vehicles’

-5-

registered, 1993 - 1997

Type of vehicle 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

Car 1,427 1,586 1,675 1,976 1,855
Dual Purpose Vehicle 733 826 1,008 1,300 1,212
Heavy Motor Car 7 8 28 27 23
Motor Cycle 175 244 387 395 378
Auto Cycle 429 752 1,059 1,097 1,219
Lorry and Truck 268 290 239 269 269
Van 376 167 185 180 223
Bus 4 5 1 3 2
Tractor and Dumper 23 40 30 25 18
Prime Mover 11 16 10 11 19
Trailer 19 47 90 71 55

Road Roller 1 - - .
Other 2 1 - 6 1 1
Total 3,474 3,981 4,718 5,355 5,274

! refers to imported second-hand vehicles as well as to the

re-registration of vehicles previously put off the road
Excludes government vehicles which are not liable to re-registration
2 includes, inter alia, tanker lorries, excavators and industrial tractors




Table 1.5 - Vehicles off the road’', 1993 - 1997

-6 -

Type of vehicle 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

Cat 1,275 1,180 1,219 1,158 1.169
Dual Purpose Vehicle 217 226 270 272 302
Heavy Motor Car 17 11 23 48 44
Motor Cycle 476 499 520 488 536
Auto Cycle 1,268 1,299 1.377 1,287 1.411
Lorry and Truck 203 245 257 214 189
Van 172 210 235 222 217
Bus 95 139 119 116 101
Tractor and Dumper 32 44 44 51 49
Prime Mover 6 6 9 12 12
Trailer 29 35 47 57 61
Road Roller 6 1 2 2 2
Other 2 1 1 4 6 1

Total 3,797 3,896 4,126 3,933 4,094

1

2

a vehicle may be withdrawn from the register of vehicles ( off the road )

either temporarily or permanently. Any such vehicle (except a government

vehicle) must register with the N.T.A before itis put on the road agaumn.

Inciudes government vehicles which have been sold by auction.

includes , inter alia, tanker lorries, excavators and industrial tractors
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Table 1.6 - Age composition of cars and dual purpose vehicles, 1996 - 1997

Age group as at 31st December 1996 as at 31st December 1997
(Years) Number Number %
<5 24,708 26,915 36
5<10 19,381 20,800 28
10< 15 4,666 6,152 7
> 15 21,190 21.573 29
TOTAL 69,945 75,440 100
Fig. 1.2 - Age composition of cars and dual purpose vehicles
(as at 31st December)
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Table 1.7 - Age composition of operational bus fleet ', 1996 - 1997

Age group as at 31st December 1996 as at 31st December 1997

(Years) Number % Number %

B <5 755 44 702 40

5<10 758 44 702 40

10< 15 104 6 255 15

15<18 112 6 96 5

TOTAL 1,729 100 1,755 100

" Refers only to buses with a Road Service Licence, i.e, buses which operate on
proclaimed routes and charge individual fares
Fig. 1.3 - Age composition of operational bus fleet vehicles
(as at 31st December)
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Table 1.9 - Evolution of bus fares (adults), 1988 - 1997

-10 -

Period
) Aug. 88 Sept. 90 May. 92 Aug. 94 Jan. 97
Stage

1 1.50 2.00 2.00 3.00 3.00

2 1.50 2.00 3.00 4.00 6.00

3 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 7.00

4 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 7.00

5 2.50 4.00 5.00 7.00 9.00

6 2.50 4.00 5.00 7.00 9.00

7 3.00 5.00 6.00 8.00 10.00

8, 3.00 5.00 6.00 8.00 10.00

9 3.50 6.00 7.00 9.00 11.00
10 3.50 6.00 7.00 9.00 11.00
11 4.00 6.00 7.00 9.00 11.00
12 4.00 6.00 7.00 9.00 11.00
13 4.50 7.00 8.00 10.00 12.00
14 4.50 7.00 8.00 10.00 12.00
15 5.00 7.00 8 00 10.00 12.00
16 5.00 7.00 8.00 10.00 12.00
17 5.50 7.00 8.00 10.00 1200
18 5.50 7.00 8.00 10.00 12.00
19 5.50 7.00 8.00 10.00 12.00
20 5.50 7.00 8.00 10.00 12.00
21 6.00 8.00 9.00 11.00 13.00
22 6.00 8.00 9.00 11.00 13.00
23 6.00 8.00 9.00 11.00 1300
24 6.00 8.00 9.00 11.00 1300
25 6.00 8.00 9.00 11.00 1300
26 6.50 8.00 900 11.00 15.00
27 6.50 8.00 9.00 11.00 13.00
28 6.50 8.00 9.00 11.60 13 GC
29 6.50 8.00 9.00 11.00 13.00
30 6.50 8.00 9.00 11.00 13.00
30+ 7.00 9.00 10.00 12.00 14.00
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Part Il Road Traffic Accidents

Definitions

1. ‘Casualties
The total number of fatalities and injuries resulting from road accidents.
2. Fatalities

Deaths occurring as a result of road accident if the victim dies within a week
the accident occurs.

3. Injuries
The reported number of persons seriously or slightly injured in road
accidents.
(i) Serious Injury
An injury for which a person is detained in hospital as an "in-patient" or
any of the following injuries whether or not he is detained in hospital.
(a) fractures
(b) concussions
- (c) internal injuries
(d)  severe cuts and lacerations
(e) crushings
() severe general shock requiring medical treatment
(i) Slight Injury
An injury of minor character such as:
(a) sprain
(b) bruise
(c) cut not judged to be severe
4. Severity of accident

Each accident is classified according to the degree of injury sustained most
by the road users, namely, Fatal, Serious, Slight or No injury.

%k ok vk ke e e ok ke ke ok ok ok ok ok ok e ok ke e e ok e e ok
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Figure. 2.1(a) - Evolution of vehicles registered, 1987 - 1997
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Table 2.2 - Road traffic accidents, motor-vehicles involved and casualties, 1993 - 1997

Number

Motor - Motor - vehicles
Year Accidents vehicles Casualties Population registered

involved (mid - year) (mid - year)
1993 14,652 25,240 4,160 1,062,810 161,549
1994 15,727 27,203 3,947 1,077,946 174,004
1995 14,683 25,584 3,586 1,087,343 187,113
1996 14,845 26,270 3,774 1,098,668 195,581
1997 15,954 28,561 3,755 1,112,636 205,163

Table 2.3 - Number of injuries by degree of injury and injury rate, 1993 - 1997
Degree of injury injury rate
Year Serious Slight Total Per 100,000 Per 1,000
injured population motor-vehicles

1993 322 3,681 4,003 367 24
1994 330 3,463 3,793 352 22
1995 280 3,133 3,413 314 18
1996 238 3,383 3,621 330 19
1997 261 3,348 3,609 324 18
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Fig. 2.2 - Number of accidents by day of week, 1997
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Table 2.7 - Number of accidents by severity of accident, 1993 - 1997

Severity of accident
Year
Fatal Serious Slight No injury Total

1993 130 226 2,819 11,477 14,652
1994 142 263 2,647 12,675 15,727
1995 141 198 2,515 11 829 14,683
1996 138 176 2.469 12.062 14.845
1997 132 184 2,563 13,075 15,954

Table 2.8 - Total humber of accidents involving hit and run cases, 1997

Period Jan - June Jul - Dec Total
Accident
Vehicles v/s Pedestrians 32 37 69
Vehicles v/s Vehicles 114 151 265
Total 146 188 334
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Table 2.15 - Number of vehicles' involved in accidents by type of vehicle, 1996 - 1997

1996
Type of vehicle Number of % Number of %
vehicles vehicles
Private car 11,914 44.7 13,124 452
Taxi car 2,440 9.2 2,541 88
Bus 1,996 7.5 2,168 7.5
Lorry 1,558 5.8 1,793 6.2
Van 3,934 14.8 4,581 15.8
Motor/Auto cycle 4,215 15.8 4,101 14.1
Pedal cycle 327 1.2 410 1.4
Other motor vehicle 213 0.8 253 0.9
Other non-motor vehicle 66 0.2 33 0.1
All vehicles 26,663 100.0 29,004 100.0
' Only three main vehicles have been considered in accidents involving more than three vehicles.
Fig. 2.4 - Vehicles involved in accidents
by type of vehicle, 1997
Other
2%
Motor’Auto cycle ‘
14, Private car
46%

Taxi car

A Bus
6% 9%
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Table 2.19 - Casualties by class of road users, 1996 - 1997

1996 1997
Class of
Road users i !
Number ; % Number ; %

Pedestrian 1,057 | 28.0 1,054 | 28.1

| | |
Passenger 390 | 26.2 821 ! 21.9
Driver 308 | 8.2 373 | 9.9
Rider 1,147 | 30 4 1184 | 31.5
Pedai cyclist 272 | 7.2 323 | 86
Ali road users 3,774 | 100.0 3,755 | 100.0

Fig. 2.5 - Casualties by class of road users, 1997

Pedal cyclist
9%

as
Driver 22%
10%
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Table 3.1 - Evolution of price of gasoline and gas oil, 1985 - 1997

Year Gasoline Gas-oil
(as at end of) Price Index Price Index
(Rs/Litre) (1985 = 100) (Rs/Litre) (1985 = 100)
1985 8.15 100.00 4.85 100.00
1986 7.70 94.48 4.51 92.99
1987 7.70 94.48 4.51 92.99
1988 7.70 94.48 4.51 92 99
1989 7.70 94 .48 4.51 92.99
1990 11.00 134.97 6.80 140.21
1991 2 9.50 116.56 5.50 113.40
1992 9.50 116.56 5.50 113 40
1993 9.50 116.56 5.50 113.40
1994 9.50 116.56 5.50 113.40
1995 9.50 116.56 5.50 113.40
1996 2 14.15 173.62 7.65 157.73
1997 1415 173.62 7.65 157.73

as from mid September
¢ as from end of April
3 as from June
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Table 3.2 - Sales (quantity) of gasoline and gas-oil, 1985 - 1997

Gasoline Gas-oil

Year Quantity Index Quantity Index

(000 Litre) (1985 = 100) (000 Litre) (1985 = 100)
1985 47,484 100.00 67,800 100.00
1986 51,484 108.42 74,118 109.32
1987 59,359 125.01 82,919 122.30
1988 64,671 136.20 91,043 134.28
1989 74.255 156.38 96,183 141.86
1990 83,848 176.58 108,231 159 63
1991 85,574 180.22 113,033 166 72
1992 95,181 200.45 125.146 184 58
1993 100,412 211.46 136.083 200.71
1994 108.400 228.29 146.200 216.67
1995 114,351 240.82 148,565 21812
1996 119,021 250.65 162,743 240.03
1997 119.332 251.31 175,157 258.34

Source : Main distributors
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