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FOREWORD

DIGEST OF EDUCATIONAL STATISTICS
1994

This 1s the eleventh issue of a yearly publication of the Central Statistical Office on
education statistics.

Detailed and comprehensive data on primary and secondary education have been
collected from all schools in 1994 and processed at the Ministry of Education and
Science. Some data on tertiary education have also been included. Information
pertaining to school infrastructure, school population, personnel, examinations and
others are presented in this publication.

Data on infrastructure, enrolment and personnel for both Primary and Secondary refer
to 31st March 1994.

It is hoped that the statistics assembled in this report will meet the needs and
requirements of the public in general and of the education planners and policy makers
in particular.

The assistance of the Ministry of Education and Science in the collection and
processing of the data, the Central Information Systems Division in the data entry part
and the co-operation of all head teachers and managers of educational institutions in
providing the basic information is gratefully acknowledged.

(S. BASANT RAI)
Director of Statistics

Central Statistical Office
Ministry of Economic Planning & Development,
Port Louis.

April 1995
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EDUCATION STATISTICS - 1994

PRIMARY EDUCATION

Schools

The number of primary schools (excluding those not offering a complete
stream) has been reduced to 279, due to the closing down of 4 government primary

schools and the opening of 1 government and 1 private school.

Of the 279 schools (267 in the Island of Mauritius and 12 in Rodrigues), 220
were administered by government, 51 vby the Roman Catholic Education
Authority(RCEA), 2 by the Hindu Education Authority and the remaining 6 were
private unaided schools . The school population size varied from 65 to 1,350.

Enrolment

Enrolment in 1994 totalled 123,167 (62,436 boys and 60,731 girls).
Government schools enrolled 75% of pupils while the remaining 25% attended aided
and private schools. Comparing the 1994 data to those of 1993, a decline of 2% is

observed.

The number of pupils in each standard ranged from 18,300 to 20,175 except in
standard VI where the number reached 27,780 mainly because of repeaters attempting
to obtain better results and thus increasing their chance for access to colleges of their
choice . However, there was a decline in the number of repeaters from 9,569 in 1993
to 8,087 in 1994,

Seven Asian Languages are taught in primary schools. The total number of
pupils studying any one of these languages was 78,532 or 67% of total enrolment in
the Island of Mauritius .

Personnel

The number of persons employed in primary schools totalled 8,150, of whom
67% were teaching staff (including Asian Language teachers). With the recent
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nomination the number of headteachers and deputy headteachers has increased from
438 to 967. The others are non-teaching staff. The pupil teacher ratio was 32 against

29 in 1993.

Certificate of Primary Education (CPE)

In November 1994, the number of pupils examined at CPE level in the
Republic of Mauritius was 29,535 (15,094 boys and 14,441 girls). Of these 18,074
(8,663 boys and 9,411 girls) obtained their CPE representing a pass rate of 61.2%
compared to 58.6% in 1993.

SECONDARY EDUCATION
Schools

There were 123 secondary schools (120 schools in the Island of Mauritius and
3 in Rodrigues) in 1994. Of these schools, 23 were state and the rest were
confessional and private schools. However, with the setting up of the Mauritius
Education Development Company (MEDCO), 5 of the existing private schools have
been taken over by MEDCO in 1994 The school size ranged from 100 to 2000.

Enrolment

Pupils enrolled in the secondary schools numbered 89,581, of whom 43,753
were boys and 45,828 girls. Comparing the figures with those of 1993, an increase of
2% in the secondary school population is indicated. The State Secondary schools had
21% of the total enrolment, the remaining were absorbed by private schools. The
percentage distribution by sex is the same as before, that is 49% for boys and 51% for

girls.

Personnel

Employment in secondary schools totalled 6,316. This comprised 4,234
teaching staff, and 2,082 administrative and other staff. The state schools employed
25% of all secondary school teachers. The pupil/teacher ratio is estimated at 21, the

same as the previous year.
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School Certificate and Higher School Certificate

In November 1994, out of a total of 11,480 students (5,561 boys and 5,919
girls) who took part at the School Certificate Examination, 7,563 (3,551 boys and
4,012 girls) were successful. The overall pass rate of 65.9% reflects a slight increase
as compared to 63.9% for the preceding year.

At the Higher School Certificate Examination held in November 1994, of a
total of 5,009 students (2,482 boys and 2,527 girls) examined, 63.3% (boys 62.3% and
girls 64.3%) passed the examination. The comparative figures for 1993 and 1994
show that there has not been any improvement in the overall results.

TERTIARY EDUCATION

University of Mauritius

3.1.1 Enrolment

The five faculties of the University of Mauritius, namely Agriculture,
Engineering, Law and Management, Science, Social Studies and Humanities offer a
variety of courses ranging from Higher degrees to External Awards. For all faculties
put together, the comparative table for the academic years 93/94 and 94/95 reflects an
overall increase in enrolment at all levels for Certificate and External Award courses.
This is in keeping with the desire to gradually phase out the Certificate courses and

more towards the University as primarily a degree - awarding Institution.

Out of a total enrolment of 2,186 students in 1994/95, 1,391 are engaged in
full-time academic pursuits and 795 are on a part time basis. This effects a slight
amelioration of the figures for 93/94 when only 1,302 were on a full time basis.
Significantly, the number of part-timers has gone down from 859 for 93/94 to 795 for
94/95.

3.1.2 Qutput

For the academic year 93/94, the total output has been 675, with the gender-
wise breakdown showing 416 boys and 259 girls When compared to the overall
figure of 92/93, there has been a slight increase of 32. The figure for degree holders
was 195 for 93/94 as against 141 for 92/93. At the higher degree level there has been
a sharp decline (23 as against 3).
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Mauritius Institute of Education (MIE)

3.2.1 Enrolment 1994

33

33.1

The MIE offers series of different courses ranging from the Post Graduate
Certificate in Education to a Certificate in Educational Administration. The clientele
consists basically of those engaged (or to be engaged) in teaching or educational

administration.

The total enrolment of 2,564 in 93/94 consists of 1,451 males and 1,113
females. The majority (2,217) were following courses on a part-time basis while 347

trainee teachers were on a full-time basis.

Mahatma Gandhi Institute (MGI)

Enrolment

The Mahatma Gandhi Institute has a list of courses for the 3 broad areas, viz
the Performing Arts, Fine Arts and Indian languages. These are classified under the

Certificate, Diploma and Joint Honours degree.

For 93/94 there was a total enrolment of 628 for the Performing Arts and 22
for the Fine Arts. As for the Asian Languages, there was a total-enrolment of 245,

including 22 who followed full-time Joint Honours Degree.

The enrolment figure was highest for Part- time Certificate in Indian Music

and Dance (570) followed by the 3 year part-time Diploma in Asian Languages (132).

3.3.2 Qutput

The number of students who were examined at all levels totalled 543. Of these

416 were successful, thus representing a pass rate of 76.6%.
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