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Business Activity Statistics — Financial Year 2006/2007

Foreword

This is the tenth issue of a regular publication of the Central Statistics Office on business
activity statistics.

Data refer to business activities undertaken in the island of Mauritius, which are either
licensed with the local authorities (municipalities and district councils) or registered with the
appropriate organizations such as the Medical Council, the Ministry of Education and Human
Resources, the National Transport Authority, etc.

The business activities have been coded according to the National Standard Industrial
Classification of All Economic Activities (NSIC) which is an adapted version of the
International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC) Rev. 3,
1990.

It is hoped that this report will be of valuable help to the public in general and to planners and
policy makers in particular.

The co-operation and assistance of the local authorities, professional councils and other
organisations are gratefully acknowledged.

(H. BUNDHOQO)
Director of Statistics

Central Statistics Office

Ministry of Finance and Economic Development
Port Louis

April 2008
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Techrical Notes

General

Data compiled in this publication provide the information on demography and
trend of business activities in the different economic sectors of the country.

Concepts and Coverage

An operator is required to obtain a licence from the Municipal or District
Councils or to register with the appropriate Ministry or organisations (e.g
Ministry of Education and Human Resources, the Medical Council, the National
Transport Authority, the Tourism Authority, etc.) in order to operate. Statistics
published in this report pertain only to activities that are either licensed or
registered. However, all agricultural related activities, except those in the
manufacture of food products, are not covered.

Statistics on licences relate to the number of licences as delivered by the local
authorities. Similarly statistics on registrations are those as registered with the
appropriate Ministries or organisations. In scmie cases, an Operator may hold both
a licence and a registration certificate. To avoid double counting, while compiling
statistics on both licences and registrations, such activities have been accounted
for in registration only. For example the owner of a bus, besides registering his
vehicle with the National Transport Authority may also hold a licence issued by a
district council. In the table giving figures for both licences and registrations, the
activity of the bus owner is accourted for in registration only.

Classification and presentation of data

To cater for the wide range and diverse business activities and for classification
purposes, each activity has been assigned an activity code according to the
Nationa! Standard Industrial classification of Economic Activities (NSIC),
which is an adapted version of the International Standard Industrial Classification
(ISIC). Rev. 3, 1990.



The NSIC consists of 5 levels of classification namely:

Level 1
Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Level 5

Section: 17 sections identified by one of the letters A w0 Q
Division: 56 divisions identified by the first 2 digits
Group: 151 groups identified by the first 3 digits
Classes: 302 classes identified by the first 4 digits

Sub-classes: 548 sub-classes identified by the 5 digits

The 17 sections are as follows:

Section

op L (U e [ - -

= =

=

Description Division
Agriculture, Hunting & Forestry 01 and 02
Fishing 05
Mining & Quarrving 14
Manufacturing 15-37
Blecnaty. Gas & Water supply 40 and 41
Construction 45

Wholesale and Retail trade: Repair of
motor vehicles, motorcycles & personal 50-52

and households goods

Hotels and Restaurants 3

Transport, Storage & Communications 60 — 64
Financial Intermediation 65 - 67
Real Estate, Renting & Business activities 70-74

Public administration & Deience; Compulsory

Social security 75
Education 80
Health & Social work 85

Other Community. Social & Personal service
activities 90 -93
Private households with emploved persons 95

Extra-territorial organisations & bodies a9



3.

Data sources

Licences:

Registrations:

Municipalities and District Councils

Ministry of Industry, Small and Medium Enterprises,
Commerce and Cooperatives (EPZ, Pioneer & ESZ)
National Transport Authority (Public transport)
Ministry of Education and Human Resources (Private
schools)

Judicial Department (Legal activities)

Professional Councils (Medical Practitioners, Dentists,
Architects, etc.)

Customs Department (Freeport companies)

Financial Services Commission (Offshore companies)
The Police Department (Driving schools)

Tourism Authority (Tourist enterprises)

Beach Authority (Beach hawkers)
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Business Activity Statistics. July 2006 - June 2007

Introduction

Statistics on business activities undertaken in the Island of Mauritius are compiled
mainly from administrative records. They cover activities which are either licensed with
the local authorities (municipalities and district councils) or registered with the
appropriate organizations such as the Medical and Dental Council. the National Transport
Authority, the Tourism Authority, etc. All agricultural activities are presently excluded.

It is to be noted that statistics on business activity presented in this publication
refer to the total number of licensed or registered activities and not to the total number of
operation units or enterprises.

2. Legal framework

Prior to October 2006, all entities in business had to be licensed with the relevant
Municipality or District Council, or registered with the appropriate organisation. For
each type of activity, the operator heid a different licence. Thus, an entity selling
foodstuff and non foodstuff, manufactured tobacco, cakes and pastries would be
operating with three licences.

With the coming into operation of the Business Kegistration and Busingss
Facilitation Acts on the 1* of October 2006 and amendments brought to various
regulations, an operator now holds one licence irrespective of the number of activities
carried out, provided that all the activities fall within the same cluster. Thus, the entity
mentioned above would, upon renewal of its licences, operate with only one licence even
though it is still carrying out the same three activities. The other two licences have been
treated as cancelled for administrative purposes.

The statistics on licences and registrations collected prior to October 2006 are not
strictly comparable with those collected after October 2006. Care should therefore be
taken when comparing figures presented in this publication.

3. Evolution of licences between July 2006 and June 2007

As at end June 2007, the total number of licences stood at 84,136, representing
an increase of 6% over the previcus vear figure of 79.651 (Tzble 1.1). During the period
under reference, 9,141 new licences were issued h 5.754 (63%) pertained to
activities classified under ‘Wholesale and ret -il ;: »f motor vehicles, personal
and household goods’. The large number of !icences which were cancelled during the
same period (4,636) is due to a great exient. 10 th of the different regulations in
place since 1% Qctober 2006. as ment! .,:—;:j above. T'ﬁ_: distribution of licences by
industry group and district is given in Tablesl 2z 10 1.2h

4. Registrations by industry group and distric: as at 30 June 2007

The number of registrations incr
29,330 in June 2007. The indusin

(257 from 28.76Y in fuly 2006 to
1. storage and toml_,,.__“uons had




the highest number of registrations with 20.637 {
estate, renting and business activities” with 2.737 (9% ( Table 2).

{70%} as at June 2007. followed by ‘Real

5. Adjusted licences and registrations as at June 2007

Table 3.1 shows that the number of licences and registrations, adjusted to avoid
double counting, has increased by 5% from 102,653 in June 2006 to 107,374 in June
2007. The industry group “Wholesale and retail trade: repair of motor vehicles, personal
and household goods’ remained the most important with 58,839 activities (55%),
followed by that of ‘Transport. storage and communications” which totalled 21,073
activities (20%). The distribution of adivsted licences and registrations by selected
industry groups is given in Tables 3.2a to 3.2h.

6. Net changes in adjusted licences and registrations, June 2006 to June 2007

The net changes in the number of adjusted licenses and registrations from 30 June
2006 to June 2007, by industry group. are given in Table 4. The highest increase in the
number of activities was noted in the industry group ‘Wholesale and retail trade; repair of
motor vehicles, personal and houschold goods” with 2,280 activities, representing 48% of
total increase. The decrease in the number of activities in the industry group ‘Hotels and
restaurants’ 1s explained by the effect of the new regulations of the Tourist Act under
which a restaurant keeper does not need a separate licence to sell alcoholic beverages.
Consequently 525 liquor licences were cancelled during the period under reference.

7. Distribution of adjusted licences and registrations by industry group and region

The number of activities was higher in rural areas (54%) than in urban areas as
shown in Table 5.1. Activities which pmdommam in rural regions are from the
industry groups Other Community, soci al and personal service activities’ (65%) and
‘Hotels and restaurants’ (64%). On the other end. activities which are found mostly in
urban areas are from the industry groups ‘Health and social work™ (76%), ‘Real estate,
renting and business activities’ (63%) ‘Constructior” (57%). The distribution of
activities by region and selected industry groups is given in Tables 5.2a to 5.2h.

8. Distribution of adjusted licences and registrations by industry group and district

The district wise distribution of activities by industry group, given in Table 6,
shows that the Plaines Wilhems district had the highest number of activities (27%) and
Black River the smallest number (4%). Further details by selected industry groups are
given in Tables 6.2a to 6.2h.

Central Statistics Office

AL : _ Contact Person
Ministry of Finance and Economic Development
« Mr D.Venkatasawmy
Port-Louis

! Senior Statistical officer

Mauritius | Central Business Register Unit
. Tel: (212) 2316/17
April 2008 Email: cso_cbr@mail.gov.mu
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Fig 1- Evolution of total number of Licences!' & registrations during, June 2000 - 20607
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