Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) Statistics
1. Introduction
The first estimates relating to SMEs, derived from the 2013 Census of Economic Activities (CEA), were compiled in 2017 and published in an adhoc report titled “Performance of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs), 2007 to 2015”. Updated annual data series have now been worked out to meet the growing demand for statistics on the SME sector.

2. Concepts and Definitions
An establishment or enterprise is defined as a production unit engaged in one kind, or predominantly one kind of economic activity. It may be operating at a fixed physical location in a commercial or industrial building, at home or as an itinerant unit (or mobile unit).

Micro enterprises include all production units operating with one to five persons and generating a gross output (proxy for turnover) of not more than Rs 2 million.   

Small enterprises are those generating an annual gross output of not more than Rs 10 million except those classified as micro enterprises.

Medium enterprises are those generating a gross output of more than Rs 10 million but not more than Rs 50 million.  

Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) include micro, small and medium production units as defined above. These definitions are based on the Small and Medium Enterprises (SME) Act 2017.

Other enterprises include all enterprises generating a gross output of more than Rs 50 million, general government sector, services of domestic household employees and services of owner-occupied dwellings.

Employment includes all persons working in public and private establishments/enterprises as well as domestic household employees. Persons in establishments/enterprises include employers, own account workers, employees and contributing (unpaid) family workers.

Value added of an enterprise is equal to its gross output (the value of goods and/or services produced) less the value of intermediate consumption (the cost of goods and services used up in the production process).

Gross Value Added (GVA) at basic prices is the sum of value added of each production unit in the country.

Domestic exports are defined as goods of national origin, that is goods produced in the exporting country.
3. Coverage of SMEs

Estimates relating to SMEs cover enterprises with annual gross output of not more than Rs 50 million operating in all sectors of the economy in the Islands of Mauritius and Rodrigues. It includes itinerants (mobile production units) such as hawkers and sellers along the road within a makeshift location, taxi operators and units involved in construction activities.
4. Exceptions to Coverage

The data coverage excludes illegal and illicit activities.
5. Data Sources

Detailed data required are collected through the 2013 Census of Economic Activities (CEA) and 2014 Census of Agriculture (CA). Other supplementary data sources are Trade Statistics, Labour Statistics, National Accounts estimates and VAT data.

6. Classification

Classification of enterprises by size is based on SME Act 2017. Industrial classification used is according to the National Standard Industrial Classification (NSIC), Revision 2 based on the UN International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC) of all economic activities, Rev. 4 of 2008.

7. Dissemination
Estimates on SMEs will henceforth be released annually with a lag of two years when the annual survey data on employment and value added become available. Users are informed of all revisions made to data by the use of footnotes in the tables published.
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