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FOREWORD

The Central Statistical Office carried out a Labour Force Sample Survey in June
and July 1995. The main findings of the survey were published in a preliminary report
in January this year. The detailed results and the survey methodology are given in this

report.

Part | of the report describes how the survey was organised and conducted.
Concepts and definitions used as well as data processing procedures are also covered.
Analysis of the results including the most important tables are presented in Part Il. A
more complete series of tables is given in the Appendix. It is to be noted that all figures

shown here are national estimates computed from the sample results.

| would like here to extend my thanks to all selected households for their

co operation and valuable information provided to us.

S. Basant Rai

Director of Statistics
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METHODOLOGY



1. INTRODUCTION

11 Purpose of the survey

The Central Statistical Office (CSO) carried out a Labour Force Sample
Survey during the months of June and July 1995, in the islands of Mauritius and Rodrigues.

The principal objective of the survey was to obtain comprehensive statistical
data on the economically active population, comprising employed and unemployed
persons, as well as on the inactive population of working age. Statistics compiled from
labour force sample surveys data are useful not only for government planners, but for

businessmen and research workers as well.

From data collected at the 1995 survey, the size and structure of the
country's workforce have been determined so as to assess changes in the labour market
and in the employment situation by comparing with figures for previous years, obtained
from past censuses and surveys. These data also enable a review of previously made

projections for the coming years.

Another objective in collecting data on the economically active population is
to measure labour supply and the extent to which available human resources are being
utilised in the different sectors of the economy. Such information is essential for planning
and formulating policies on the development of human resources.

Concepts and definitions used were those recommended by the International
Labour Office so as to obtain internationally comparable data.

Data such as educational attainment, training level and field, availability for
work, etc., are important in the design and evaluation of overall government policies aimed
at promoting and creating employment. These include training programmes, schemes to
help people start or return to work, assistance in setting up an enterprise and other
incentives for employment promotion.

Labour force data can also serve a variety of analytical purposes and
business planning. For example, statistics by geographical areas are extremely useful for a
company proposing to extend or set up operations in a given region of the country.



1.2 Background

Comprehensive information on the economically active population had up to
1995 been collected at population censuses, carried out every ten years. From this source,
it has been possible to determine the size and basic characteristics of the population of
working age. The number of persons employed by industry, occupation, status in
employment, region etc., have thus been obtained as well the number of unemployed
persons, for these specific years. However, the efficient planning and management of the
rapid changes in the labour market, economic growth and development calls for similar
data at shorter intervals of time. Hence the decision to carry out labour force sample
surveys midway between the two census years, 1990 and 2000 (projected).

Statistical data on employment in ‘large’ establishments are also collected
from annual surveys of these establishments but these refer only to those employing 10 or
more persons. In the past, figures obtained from these annual surveys have been the only
indicator of the evolution of employment level in the different economic sectors. Recent
year figures, however, show that these are no longer sufficient in monitoring current trends.
In fact, a higher and higher proportion of the net annual increase in the labour force is
being absorbed elsewhere, for example, by small enterprises. Because of the difficulties
which arise in incorporating small economic units in current establishment surveys, it was
deemed more practical to obtain the required information from household surveys as often
as possible to work out estimates for the years between two survey periods.

With the exception of census years, the number of persons registered as
unemployed with the Employment Service is the only indicator of the unemployment level in
the country. In the absence of more direct sources of information, the trend observed in
the total number of registered unemployed over time is used in making current estimates of
unemployment level. The extent to which these estimates differ from measures of
unemployment obtained at households surveys depends on the current economic situation.
For example, when there is a shortage of jobs, people rely more on the Employment
Service to find work whereas in periods of labour shortage (when jobs are more easily
available), job seekers have less recourse to registration with the Employment Service,
which then becomes an unreliable source of employment/unemployment statistics and
trends.



1.3  Scope and Coverage

The aim of the survey was to cover the entire resident Mauritian population,
irrespective of activity status, sex, marital status, region living in, etc. It was hence
designed to represent resident households of the whole of the islands of Mauritius and
Rodrigues. For obvious reasons, foreign households such as staff of embassies and
foreigners working on contract in Mauritius were not covered, nor were the institutional

household population, that is, those persons who were not members of private households.

The actual inquiry on economic activity was however limited to persons aged
12 years or more. The main criteria for setting age limits were national legislation on the
minimum age for admission to employment and compulsory schooling. Though the legal
minimum age for employment is 15 years in Mauritius, children aged 12 to 14 years were
also covered as it is a known fact that some children leaving school at primary level (end of
compulsory schooling), do engage in remunerated or other activities such as helping in
family enterprises or as learners of trades and crafts, which according to international
recommendations are economic activities.

1.4 Legal Basis

The 1995 Labour Force Sample Survey, like all previous censuses and
surveys carried out by the Central Statistical Office (CSO), was conducted according to the
provisions laid down in the Statistics Act of April 1951. The appropriate reguiations were
made by the President on 3 April 1995 and published in the Government Gazette as
Government Notice No. 54 of 1995.

The Statistics Act authorises the Director of Statistics to collect, compile,
analyse, abstract and publish statistical information relating to the commercial, industrial,
agricultural, social, economic and general activities and conditions of the people of
Mauritius. It also provides for the Director of Statistics to appoint field staff as required to
collect the primary data on his behaif.

At the same time, however, it puts an obligation on the CSO and its
employees (including temporary ones) to treat in strict confidence, all individual particulars
obtained in the course of the field work. All persons employed for the survey had to make
an oath of office to this effect before a magistrate. Furthermore, each of these officers was

provided with an identity card duly signed by the Director of Statistics which authorised



him/her to collect the required data. To safeguard the public against unauthorised persons,
CSO appointed officers had to have their identity cards ready to be shown on demand
during field work.



2. ORGANISATION OF THE SURVEY

2.1 Office Organisation

The planning, organisation and execution of the survey was entrusted to the
Labour Statistics Section of the CSO, normally responsibie for the collection and
compilation of all labour statistics published by the Central Statistical Office.

The permanent staff of the section which usually consists of a Statistician, a
Senior Statistical Assistant and six Statistical Assistants was -therefore temporarily
reinforced with one Senior Statistical Assistant and one Statistical Assistant. Fifteen
trainee clerical officers were also recruited for a period of 6 months to perform editing and

coding of the survey data in preparation for their computer capture and processing.

Sketch maps of regions selected for the survey were prepared by the
Cartographic Unit of the Central Statistical Office while data capture and processing were

carried out in collaboration with the Central Information Systems Division.

2.2 Field Organisation

Fieldwork was carried out after office hours and especially during week-ends
when working members of households were deemed more conveniently available for the
rather involved interviews required from them for eliciting the required information. In
addition, this contributed to a reduction of travelling requirements for interviewers, as well
as the inconvenience caused to respondents by multiple callbacks. At the same time, it
ensured better control over the fieldwork due to the simultaneous presence of interviewers

and supervisors on the workplace - to promptly solve problems and queries.

The field force comprised one Chief Supervisor, one Assistant Chief
Supervisor, 10 Senior Supervisors, 50 Supervisors and 495 Interviewers. These included 1
Senior Supervisor, 5 Supervisors and 45 interviewers for Rodrigues.

The Chief Supervisor and the Assistant Chief Supervisor were responsible
~ for the whole field operation, both in Mauritius and Rodrigues. Senior Supervisors worked
directly under their supervision and in turn, each Senior Supervisor was in charge of 5
Supervisors. A Supervisor had to control the work of a team of 9 to 11 Interviewers.



2.3

10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

Calendar of activities
The various activities involved in the survey were organised as follows:-
Contact with main users and preparation of project document July - Aug. 1994
Tabulation plans and questionnaire design Sept.- Oct. 1994
Preparation of instruction manuals for fieldworkers Nov. - Dec.1994
Sample design and selection of enumeration areas to be surveyed Jan. - Feb. 1995
Preparation of sketch maps Mar. - Apr. 1995
Preparation of regulations and approval by the President Jan. - Apr. 1995
Printing of questionnaires and instruction manuais Feb. - Apr. 1995
Recruitment and training of temporary office staff Apr. - June 1995
Recruitment and training of fieldstaff May - June 1995
Publicity June - July 1995
Fieldwork - interviewing and data collection June - July 1995
Office editing and coding of survey data Aug. - Oct. 1995
Computer data input and tabulation Sep.. - Nov. 1995
Pubilication of preliminary results December 1995
Analysis of results and publication of find report Jan. - June 1996



2.4 Survey Cost

The Central Statistical Office's additional requirements for realisation of the
survey project was estimated at Rs 4.5 million. However, given the availability of the
existing infrastructure and services, including staff, the actual expenditure incurred
amounted to Rs 4.2 million.

The major items of expenses were as follows:-

Project Value (Rs) Actual Expenditure (Rs)

1. Personnel Expenses 3,746,500 3,613,400
Temporary Office Staff 594,000 433,500
Fieldworkers 3,192,500 3,179,900

2. Non - Personnel Expenses 515,000 538,300
Travelling and transport 150,000 169,000
Office supplies and expenses 80,000 179,200
Furniture and equipment 20,000 17,000
Printing 100,000 40,000
Publicity 15,000 55,100
Data processing 100,000 10,000
Missions to Rodrigues 50,000 68,000

3 Contingencies 238,500

Total 4,500,000 4,151,700



2.5 Publicity

The Labour Force Sample Survey being carried out on a sample basis, it
was essential that members of all households selected, respond fully so as to enable
accurate estimates for the whole population. The data collection required rather lengthy
interviews where the interviewee was given ample time to fully understand the questions
before answering. A publicity campaign was therefore organised at the start of the data
collection exercise to ensure full awareness and invite co-operation from the prospective

respondents.

This campaign was officially launched on 18 May 1995, by the Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Economic Planning and Development at a Press Conference. The
population at large hence learnt of the nature and usefulness of the data to be collected
through the survey. The Director of Statistics also made an intervention on radio in creole
where he stressed on the confidential aspects of the survey and appealed for the co-

operation of the public.

A press communiqué was issued on Friday 2 June 1995, as field work was
starting on the following day. Radio and television spots in creole, believed to have more
impact and appeal on the public. were broadcast at regular intervals during the whole
period of data collection and in particular during the first few days.

Heads of households selected for interviews were addressed personal
letters from the Director of Statistics where again explanations on various aspects of the
survey were given and collaboration of the members of the household was invited.



3. SAMPLING METHODOLOGY

3.1 Practical considerations

Ideally, all members of working age from all households in the country would
need to be contacted and their responses aggregated to obtain the required information.
Because of the prohibitively huge resources which would have been involved in such a
procedure and because scientific and statistical methods made it possible, only a sample (a
fraction of the total number) of households was surveyed. From the data thus collected,
estimates have been worked out for the whole population. Further, by virtue of its smaller
size, the sample permitted huge savings in resources and time. The data could be
collected in a short span of time, with the easier recruitment and more in-depth training of a
smaller number of fieldstaff; as well as better control and supervision at all stages of the

survey.

Accordingly, a sample of 9900 private households (9000 in Mauritius and
900 in Rodrigues) was therefore appropriately selected by a stratified two stage sampling
process. Stratification of the country into regional strata was followed by selection at the
first stage of enumeration areas with probability proportional to their size. Within selected
E.As. households were selected after their stratification by size of households and average
expenditure of the household at the second stage.

3.2 Sampling frame

At the first stage, a complete list of enumeration areas identified and
demarcated at the 1990 Housing and Population Census served as the sampling frame for
the selection of the E.As. The sizes of the E.As, i.e. the number of households they
contained, were updated with information collected by the Cartographic Unit of the CSO.
From a total of 3246 E.As. 495 were thus selected with probability proportional to the
number of households they contained.

In these selected E.As, a complete listing of households was made, from
which, at the second stage, from each of these E.As, 20 households were chosen for

interview.
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Table 3.1 - Distribution of households and enumeration areas by stratum

Total number of | Total number | Number of EAs
District and stratum households of EA's selected
Port Louis 31,010 381 59
Urban 30,869 379 59
Rural 141 2 0
Pamplemousses 22,716 320 43
Semi urban 10,531 114 20
Rural 12,185 206 23
Riviere du Rempart 18,887 254 36
Semi urban 7,373 83 14
Rural 11,514 171 22
Flacq 23,864 359 46
Semi urban 10,213 108 20
Rural 13,651 251 26
Grand Port 21,371 338 41
Semi urban 5,580 76 11
Rural 15,791 262 30
Savanne 13,563 206 26
Semi urban 5,998 64 11
Rural 7,565 142 15
Plaines Wilhems 77,690 875 149
Urban 66,563 718 128
Rural 11,127 157 21
Moka 14,875 260 28
Semi urban 5,893 73 11
Rural 8,982 187 17
Black River 11,5625 166 22
Urban 681 10 1
Semi urban 1,704 18 3
Rural 9,140 138 18
Island of Mauritius 235,501 3,159 450
Urban 98,113 1,107 188
Semi urban 47,292 536 90
Rural 90,096 1,516 172
Rodrigues 7,289 87 45
Rural 7,289 87 45
Republic of Mauritius 242,790 3,246 495
Urban 98,113 1,107 188
Semi urban 47,292 536 90
Rural 97,385 1,603 217




3.3 Selection of enumeration areas

In the island of Mauritius, E.As were cross-stratified by region (urban, semi-
urban and rural) and geographical district before selection. The number of strata was 18
and the number of E.As selected from each of these strata was in proportion to the stratum
sizes, that is, to the number of households in each of them. No stratification was
performed for Rodrigues. Out of the total of 87 E.As, 45 were selected.

Selection of E.As was made with probability proportional to their sizes, i.e.,
the number of households contained both in Mauritius and Rodrigues. The number of E.As
selected as well the total number of E.As and households in each of the strata are given in
tabie 3.1 .

34 Selection of households

These selected E.As were then completely canvassed and an exhaustive list
of private households therein drawn. Information on the size (i.e. the number of persons)
and average monthly expenditure for each household was also collected. In each E.A, the
listed households were then stratified by size and expenditure class, after which 20
households were chosen by circular systematic sampling, covering all the strata.

3.5 Sample weighting and estimation

Estimates of population totals were made for each stratum. These individual
estimates were then summed to obtain country estimates. Within each stratum, the sample
figures were weighted by a factor equal to the number of households in the stratum divided
by the number of households selected from the stratum. Number of households in each
stratum was firstly updated, to take account of changes between 1990 and 1995, on the
basis of the listings of households made during the first phase of the survey fieldwork.



3.6 Reliability of the estimates

Sampling error

Estimates worked from survey data are inevitably subject to sampling error
since they are based on information coliected from only a selection of households, i.e. they
may differ from the results that would have been obtained if all households in the country

were surveyed.

The standard error (S.E.), is one of the measures indicating the extent to
which a sample estimate might differ from the actual value being measured by chance
simply because only a sample of households was surveyed. There are about 5 chances in
a hundred that the sample estimate differs by two or more S.Es from the value that would
have been obtained if all households had been surveyed. Each such estimate from a given
sample has its own S.E. However, it is only practical to compute S.Es for the most
important variables. These standard errors have been calculated in the CENVAR module
of IMPS (Integrated Microcomputer Processing System) which is the software used for

tabulation of the survey results.

Non sampling error

Inaccuracies may also occur due to imperfections in reporting by respondents,
errors made in recording, coding and processing of data. Such errors, collectively termed
non-sampling error occur in any type of enumeration, whether a full count or a sample and
are non-quantifiable. Every effort has therefore been made to reduce these errors to a
minimum by careful design of questionnaires, intensive training and close supervision of

the field and office work at all stages.
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4. SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRES

4.1 Listing of households

The survey was carried out in two phases. Firstly, a systematic and
complete listing of all private households was made within each of the enumeration areas
selected.

A listing schedule (LFSS1) was used to record names of heads of
households and various details pertaining to them. Information asked for comprised:-

- name of head of household

- address of the household

- household size (number of persons in the household)
- number of household members aged 12 years or more
- number of working members

- total monthly expenditure of the household

Household size and monthly expenditure (a proxy for income) were the two
criteria used for grouping households into strata before selection of the sample of
households for follow-up and interview.

4.2 Interviewing of members of selected households

At the second stage, households were selected from the listings and all

members aged 12 years or more were interviewed.

The questionnaire (LFSS2) for interviewing household members was
designed according to ILO recommendations, adapted to the local context.

In the first section entitled "Household Characteristics", names and
demographic details such as age, sex, marital status, educational attainment, etc were

entered for each member of the household.

Section |l was applicable only to members aged 12 years or more. This

section comprised five parts:-
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A - Usual Activity during last year (1 July 1994 - 30 June 1995)

The questions here were meant to determine the dominant pattern of
activities of the population of working age during a whole year. From their replies,
individuals were firstly classified as either usually active or not usually active. Those
found to be active were further categorised as employed or unemployed. The main activity
status of a person, that is, whether active, employed, unemployed or not active was
determined from the number of weeks the person reported as having been working or
looking for work during the reference year. Employed persons were also asked to furnish
information on the nature of their main occupations as well as on secondary ones.

B - Current Activity during week 26 June to 2 July 1995

Measurement of current activity of the population, that is, activity during a
short reference period, is necessary for the assessment of the employment and
unemployment situation at a point in time. For the 1995 LFSS, the reference period was
the week 26 June to 2 July 1995. From the answers to parts B and E of the questionnaire,
it was possible to estimate the sizes of the employed and unemployed populations as at
mid 1995. Persons who were temporarily absent from work were also queried about their
reasons for being away from work during that particular week.

C - Current Employment

Questions in part C were put to persons found to be employed in part B.
Data were collected on the three major employment characteristics, that is, branch of
economic activity, occupation and status in employment for main and secondary
occupations. Branch of economic activity was based on the nature of business/activity
carried out at the place where the respondent worked. Occupation referred to the actual
type of work carried out by the person. Employment status was defined in relation to the
person's position at his/her place of work and his/her mode of remuneration.

Additionally, information on the address of the place of work, size of the
establishment at which person worked, length of service, training obtained and monthly
salary was also collected in respect of main occupations.
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D - Hours of work during week 26 June to 2 July 1995

In part D, respondents were asked to report on the number of hours that
they had actually worked during the reference week. Persons with more than one job had
to report on the total number of hours worked. The normal or usual working hours, that is,
the number of hours of a typical week, were also collected, together with information on
reasons for working less than normal duration of work and availability for more. These data
enabled the assessment of the extent of visible underemployment in the country.

E - Unemployment

The last part of the questionnaire, Section E, deait with unemployment.
Persons who were reported to be without jobs in part B were further assessed in Section E
to find out whether they should be considered as unemployed or inactive.

Two major questions were intended to determine whether the person without
work was in search of a job and was also available for work. A probing question on steps
taken to look for work was also included to assess whether the person had been actively
looking for work. Questions on duration of unemployment, means of support, previous
employment and reasons for not seeking work in the case of those not interested to work,
were also asked.

A copy of the questionnaire is annexed in this report.
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5. CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS

51 Household

The unit of enquiry for the survey was the household.

Within the household, all members aged 12 years or more were interviewed.

The household was defined as either a person living on his/her own, or a
group of two or more persons, who may or may not be related, but who live together and
make common provision for food and other essentials for living.

Two or more families living together constitute one household if they have
common housekeeping arrangements but are considered as separate households if they
have separate housekeeping arrangements.

5.2 Employed population

The employed population comprised all persons aged 12 years or more,
who had performed some work (for at least one hour) for pay, profit or family gain during

the period under reference. Persons temporarily absent from their jobs, because of iliness,
vacation, lack of work, industrial dispute, etc, were also considered to be employed.

in the context of the survey, work implied production of goods and services
normally intended for sale on the market. However, certain types of non-market production
were also included. In general, these are production of primary products for own
consumption, own-account construction and production of other fixed assets for own use.

Domestic activities and voluntary community services were excluded.

5.3 Unemployed population

Unemployed persons are those persons aged 12 years or more, who were
not working but were available for work at the time of the survey and had taken specific
steps to seek work at any time during the two months preceding the survey week. All three

criteria, that is, "without work", "seeking work" and "available for work" need to be satisfied
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simuitaneously for qualifying as unemployed, otherwise the person is considered to be
inactive. Exception is however made for a person without work and available for work but
not seeking work because of arrangements already made to start work at a date
subsequent to the reference period. Such persons were classified as unemployed at the
time of the survey. It is to be noted that "seeking work" does not imply only looking for a

paid job but it also covers steps taken to start a business of one’s own (self employment).

Workers laid off by their employers, and self employed persons out of work
because of shortage of work were also considered as being unemployed if they were
available and looking for work at any time during the period abovementioned.

5.4 Economically active population

The employed and unemployed populations as defined above, together
constitute the economically active population.

The economically active population measured in relation to a short reference
period such as a week is known as the currently active population or the labour force. It
gives a measure of the number of persons constituting the supply of labour at a given point

in time.

Another measure of the economically active population is the usually active
population, measured in relation to a long reference period such as a year. A person is
said to be usually active if he/she has been economically active (employed or unemployed
as above defined) for a total of 26 or more weeks during the reference year.

5.5 Population not economically active

The population not economically active or more commonly known as the
inactive population comprises all persons, including persons below 12 years of age, who
are neither employed nor unemployed as defined above. Categories of persons included
are: children below 12 years, students, homemakers, retired or old persons and persons

permanently unable to work.
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5.6 Underemployment

A person is said to be underemployed if his or her employment is
inadequate in terms of hours of work (visible underemployment), or occupational skill
(training and work experience) and income (invisible underunemployment). Of the two
principal forms of underemployment, only visible underemployment can be measured easily
by labour force surveys.

A visibly underemployed person is an employed person who during the
reference week, has worked involuntarily for less than the normal duration of work in his or
her particular activity, while being available for additional work.



6. SURVEY OPERATIONS

6.1 Recruitment of fieldstaff

The Director of Statistics, through powers delegated to him by the Public
Service Commission, appointed the Principal Statistician, under whose responsibility is the
Labour Section, as Chief Supervisor. The Statistician of the Labour Section was appointed
Assistant Chief Supervisor.

For the recruitment of other grades of field workers, a selection board, was
set up by the Public Service Commission, and consisted of the Director of Statistics and the
three Principal Statisticians of the Central Statistical Office.

The two Senior Statistical Assistants of the Labour Section who were directly
involved in the preparatory work of the survey as well as in the editing, coding and
processing of the data, were appointed as Senior Supervisors. In Rodrigues, the head of
the Planning Cell, also responsible for the statistical unit there, was appointed Senior
Supervisor. The remaining other Senior Supervisors were recruited from the C.S.0.
Statisticians who were interested to work for the survey.

Supervisors were mostly employees of the Central Statistical Office. Among
those who had applied to work in this capacity, priority was given to officers in higher
grades.

All C.S.0. officers willing to work as interviewers were given priority
considerations in the selection. The other interviewers were recruited among staff of other
government departments according to the nearness of their places of residence to the
selected regions so that that they would not have to incur travelling expenses for their work.
Preference was given to those who had previously worked in Central Statistical Office
censuses and surveys, specially the latest 1991-92 Househoid Budget Survey.

Terms of appointment

All fieldstaff were remunerated on a fee basis according to the grade and

number of hours of work involved. Those performing in supervisory grades were also



granted commuted allowances to cover travelling expenses incurred in connection with the

fieldwork.

Duties of fieldworkers

The main duties of each grade of the fieldstaff was as listed below. All staff
were required to put in between 100 and 110 outside office hours of work for the whoie job.

Chief and Assistant Chief Supervisor

(i) Overall planning, supervision and control of fieldwork
(i) Coordination of office and field activities
(iii) Training of Senior Supervisors and Supervisors

(iv)  Dealing with unforeseen probiems and issues

Senior Supervisors

(i) Training Interviewers
(iV) Reconnoitering with Supervisors, the regions allocated to them
(iii) Supervision and direct control of fieldwork within their regions
(iv)  Ensuring regular flow of information and documents between office
and fieldstaff

Supervisors

(i)  Assisting Senior Supervisors in training Interviewers
(i) Reconnoitering with interviewers, canvassing and listing of regions
allocated to each of them
(iii) Accompanying interviewers during first interviews and in cases of
difficulties
(iv)  Checking completed questionnaires before submission to Senior
Supervisors
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Interviewers

() Making a complete list of all private households in region allocated
(ii) Interviewing relevant members of selected households and filling in
questionnaires
(iii) Ensuring completeness and accuracy of data collected

6.2 Training of Staff

The quality of the data obtained through a survey being largely dependent
on the performance of the involved field workers, an elaborate training programme was
established. The background and experience of the field staff as well as the complexity of
the survey concepts were duly considered in preparing the programme.

Though it is generally desirable to centralise training sessions to maximise
chances for uniformity among the trainees, the main briefing sessions were carried out in
two stages because of the large number of persons involved. Senior Supervisors and
Supervisors were first briefed by the Chief Supervisors at the C.S.0. headquarters. Senior
Supervisors assisted by their teams of Supervisors then trained Interviewers working for
them, at centres selected as near the regions to be canvassed as possible.

Instruction manuals

The following documents were used as reference manuals for fieldstaff
throughout the field work period.

(i) Instructions for fieldwork
(i) Instructions for supervisory staff
(iii) Briefing instructions for Senior Supervisors

An "Instructions for fieldwork”" manual contained general background
information on the survey, including organisational and design aspects, interviewing
techniques and detailed explanations of the questionnaire contents. This was meant for all
staff involved in the LFSS fieldwork.
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The second document outlined the responsibilities of Supervisors and
provided specific instructions for monitoring Interviewers' work and behaviour during the
field work, control and flow of documents, etc.

"Briefing instructions for Senior Supervisors” was a documentation of the
recommended procedures for Senior Supervisors for carrying our training sessions to
ensure uniformity in the survey procedures and methods among all field staff in the
different parts of the country.

Training of Senior Supervisors and Supervisors

The first training sessions were carried out in May 1995 for Senior
Supervisors and Supervisors. At the first session, the Chief Supervisor explained the
importance of the various instruction manuals, which therefore needed to be carefully
studied by all those concerned. General survey procedures with emphasis on ways and
means that make for successful interviews were discussed, followed by explanations on the
listing exercise. A second session was carried out by the Assistant Chief Supervisor on the
next day. That session dealt exclusively with the questionnaire to be used for interviewing
of households members. Each question, together with the related instructions, was tackled
in details.

Training of Interviewers

Training of Interviewers was carried out by Senior Supervisors assisted by
their Supervisors, in various locations near the regions to be surveyed, on 27 May 1995
and 17 June 1995. The first session dealt with general aspects of the survey and listing
procedures. On completion of the listing exercise, a second training session was held to
explain the questionnaire to be used for interviewing. This was followed by other sessions

in smaller groups for further clarifications and practical exercises.

Training for Rodrigues

As in mainland Mauritius, all fieldworkers had to attend the two main training
sessions carried out by the Chief and Assistant Chief supervisors. The first session was in

relation to the listing exercise and the second one concerned the second phase of the
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survey, that is, interviewing of household members for completion of the main
questionnaire. The Senior Supervisors and their Supervisors carried out further small
sessions to ensure full understanding of procedures, methods and concepts used for the
survey.

6.3 Data Collection

The data collection exercise was carried out in two stages. Firstly, a listing
of all private households was made in each of the selected enumeration areas during the
month of June 1995. At the second stage, 20 households appropriately selected from the
list in each enumeration area were contacted and interviewed. The reference period of the
survey being the week ending 2 July 1995, interviewing of household members was carried
out as from Monday 3 July 1995 and lasted till the end of July 1995.

Listing of households

Listing of households was made using LFSS1 : Listing Schedule. Each
Supervisor accompanied his/her interviewers to make a reconnaissance of the areas
allocated to him/her. To ensure a complete listing of all households within an E.A. and also
to avoid double counting, the E.A. was first clearly demarcated into blocks, and
enumeration of buildings, then households therein., was carried out block by block. All
buildings and households were appropriately numbered and these numbers were written on
the enumerated buildings for clear-cut identification of households to be interviewed at the
second stage of the survey. From the information collected during the listing, households
within an E.A. were then stratified into size (number of persons in the household) and
average monthly expenditure class. Households were then selected from these strata for
interviewing of their members.

Interviewing of households

Each interviewer was allocated 20 households duly selected from the list
which he/she had previously submitted. These households were to be contacted and all
members aged 12 years and above interviewed using LFSS2 : interviewing of
households.



Names and demographic details (age, sex, educational attainment, etc.) of
all members of the household were recorded in the first part of the questionnaire. All
members aged 12 years or more were then interviewed individually to obtain information on
their usual activities during the twelve months period ending 30 June 1995 as well as their
current activities during the week 26 June to 2 July 1995. In exceptional cases such as sick
persons, members away from the household during the whole survey period or minors (12
to 17 18 years) information regarding those persons was collected from other adult

members of the households.
On completing the interview of each member concerned, the interviewer had

to ensure that all required information had been obtained and noted accurately on the
questionnaire.

Supervision and Control

Supervisory staff was required to exercise close and continuous control over
the data collection exercise. They had to ensure that Interviewers adhered to instructions
and standard procedures prescribed all along the survey period.

Supervisors had to accompany their Interviewers during the first few
interviews to consolidate the Interviewer's understanding of the instructions. Less
competent ones were spotted out early and given special attention and assistance.
Completed questionnaires were examined, as far as possible in the presence of the
Interviewer, with as little delay as possible so that any mistake/misunderstanding could be
cleared promptly and effectively.

Any difficulties met with by the Interviewer were to be reported immediately

to the Supervisor who was responsible to deal with such cases as quickly as possible.
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7. DATA PROCESSING AND REPORTING OF RESULTS

71 Editing and Coding

The information on the completed questionnaire had to be converted to a
form for capture and processing by computer. A team of fifteen trainee clerical officers was
recruited and trained to perform editing and coding of the survey questionnaires. Training
of these officers comprised a close study of the questionnaire contents and ways and
means to detect inconsistencies and inaccuracies in the answers to the different questions.
A set of 5 different coding manuals was provided and explained in detail, specially the
industry and occupation codes, which are more complex and also very difficult to check
once the data have been input. Thorough monitoring of the work done by these officers
was essential, particularly during the first days of the editing and coding exercise. Early
verification and control also enabled us to detect in time the errors being made and to
intensify the training accordingly. In fact, this was a continuous process, as new types of
errors had to be watched for.

Computer editing of the data entered was also provided for at planning
stage. By this process, errors and inconsistencies that had gone undetected at the manual
stage were discovered. These errors were then corrected by reference to the relevant

original questionnaire data again.

7.2 Data Entry

Edited and coded questionnaires were sent in batches to the Central
Information Systems Division (CISD) of the Ministry of Finance for data capture. This latter
operation was carried out by staff of the CISD. Some of the officers engaged in editing and
coding were also trained for entering data. A check program was run on data entered from
around each thousand questionnaires. Check lists were received at the CSO for correction
of errors, and resubmission of corrected data.

7.3 Tabulation

The survey data was tabulated using the Integrated Microcomputer
Processing System (IMPS). The first few tabulation formats and programs were prepared



by CISD staff. CSO staff from the Labour Section were then trained to carry on with the
task. Whenever difficulties arose, help was sought from the CISD. Originally a set of
around fifty tables, which were the ones most needed currently, were prepared. As the
analysis of the data proceeded, other tables were prepared.

7.4 Reporting of survey resulits

Initially, a preliminary report containing an outline of the survey methodology
and a short analysis of the main findings was published. A few of the basic tables which
are more commonly used were also included.

This present report describes in more details the survey methodology and
procedures. The data have been analysed more elaborately and a wider series of tables

have been given.

The estimates at the national level have been compared with the 1990
census which is the next most recent source of comprehensive data on the labour force.
These comparisons between the 1990 census and 1995 survey were made on the actual
unadjusted data; it was assumed that any response errors such as under reporting in
employment and over reporting in unemployment would be similar at the two rounds and
would not unduly undermine the underlying trends. As regards levels of activity,
employment and unemployment, an evaluation exercise has been carried out, and the
results are given in chapter 14.



8. PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED AND RECOMMENDATIONS

8.1 Measurement of economic activity

The concept of economic activity is quite straightforward and easily
understood among persons working in regular full ime work. But in the case of persons
engaged in part time work, casual work, home-based or unpaid family work, particularly
among women, some underreporting may have occurred. In spite of all explanations and
probing, some people engaged in these latter types of activities may still not have
considered themselves as employed. but have rather reported themselves as unemployed.
The situation becomes more complicated when a particular activity is considered as
economic if done for others but not so if produced for the household itself. Some examples
are own-house painting, backyard-gardening, own-dressmaking, care of own children and
household cooking and other chores.

In the absence of general unemployment benefit schemes for the
unemployed. many people have recourse to various forms of casual and temporary work to
earn their living while at the same time looking for better remunerated jobs. These people
would have been rightly classified as underemployed if their true situations had been
reported. For many of them, however, the survey, being carried out by Government was
interpreted as a “registration of the unempioyed”, and so it seemed an advantage to report
themselves as unemployed and hide the real fact that they were underemployed. This fact
should be remembered when arranging for publicity in future surveys. A more subtly-
worded publicity may be needed.

8.2  Supervision of fieldwork

Supervisors were recruited from staff within CSO who had more experience
in the technical aspects of survey taking and fie!dwork. Their training was aimed at
providing them with a thorough knowledge of the subject matter of the survey so that they
in turn could ensure that interviewers would be able to correctly grasp all necessary
concepts and procedures and perform in the spirit of ‘doing things right the first time’. They
were also required to be able to closely monitor interviewers’ performances right from the
start of the fieldwork and to provide prompt help when necessary. All completed
questionnaires had to be scrutinised early and enors immediately corrected. Very often,
they themselves had to go back to respondentc to clear up doubtfui answers.
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In the present survey, the interviewer to supervisor ratio was 10 to 1. This
was clearly too high for efficient monitoring. It is proposed that a lower ratio of 8 to 1 be

used in future surveys.

8.3 Editing and coding

Staff involved in the editing and coding of the survey data were all newly
recruited trainee clerical officers with no experience in any form of statistical work. Making
them realise the seriousness of work and consequences of carelessness proved to be a
difficult task. They required a more intensive training and much closer supervision,
specially at the start.

Errors left out at the editing stage could still be detected by computer edits
but implied going back to the questionnaires for verification before corrections made.
Coding of responses to most of the questions could be easily tackled by referring to the
instruction manuals but allocating codes to descriptions of industry and occupation was
more error prone. These errors could only be detected by a 100 percent verification by
more experienced officers. Unfortunately, shortage of staff at this level allowed only
sample checks to be performed. It is only when the first cross tabulations were produced
that errors left out were detected. Correction of errors at that stage proved to be extremely

difficult and time consuming.

A more thorough supervision of the editing and coding exercise is therefore
to be recommended.

8.4 Data processing

Data capture was performed by the Central Information Systems Division of
the Ministry of Finance. Shortage of staff and machine problems somewhat disturbed the
smooth flow of this exercise. To avoid serious delays, CSO coding staff had to be trained
to perform data entry.

Given the ad hoc nature of the survey and the additional amount of work
involved, it would be more practical if in future the CSO builds up the necessary data
processing capability in terms of equipment and know-how so as to be less dependent on
the staff of the CISD who are already taken up by other priority tasks.
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9. POPULATION OF WORKING AGE

The population of Mauritius (including Rodrigues) was estimated at
1,107,000 as at mid 1995 from the 1995 Labour Force Survey data. An increase of around
50,300 was therefore noted over the 1990 census total of 1,066,700. The number of
persons aged 12 years and over was estimated at 874,800 compared to 808,300 in 1990.
Hence, between 1990 and 1995, the population of working age (considered to be 12 years
and above) had increased at a faster rate (8.2%) than the population as a whole (4.8%).
The proportion of the country’s population which is of working age has consequently risen
from 76.5% in 1990 to 79% in 1995.

9.1 Demographic characteristics

There was a slightly higher number of females than males in the population
of working age both in 1990 and 1995, i.e. 406,100 females and 402,200 males in 1990
and 440,400 females and 434,400 males in 1995.

The proportion of the population in the young working ages, 12 - 24 years,
has declined from 33% in 1990 to 31% in 1995 while in the prime working age group, i.e.
25 to 44 years, an increase of one percentage point (from 42% in 1990 to 43% in 1995) is
noted. A similar change is noted in the older age group 45 years and over, which

comprised 25% of the population of working age in 1990 and 26% in 1995.

The working population in 1995 was better off than in 1990 in terms of
educational attainment. The proportion aged 12 years and over and having hardly any
schooling dropped from 13% in 1990 to 10% in 1995. The percentage of those having only
primary level education also declined from 44% in 1990 to 42% in 1995. At the same time,
an increase of 5 percentage points was observed in the proportion having studied up to
secondary level: from 41% to 46%, while some 2% of the population aged 12 years and

over had had tertiary level education in 1990 as well as in 1995.
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Table 9.1 - Changes in economic activity of the population aged 12 years and above
by sex, 1990 to 1995

1990 1895 Change
Census Survey estimates
Both sexes
Total population 1,056,700 1,107,000 50,300
Population 12 years and above 808,300 874,800 66,500
Economically active 432,000 484,000 52,000
Employed 407,600 436,300 28,700
Unemployed 24,400 47,700 23,300
Not economically active (Inactive) 376,300 390,800 14,500
Household duties only 218,400 180,700 -37,700
Studies 86,000 111,500 25,500
Health problems 17,600 15,400 -2,200
Retired/old age 40,800 62,500 21,700
Other and not stated 13,500 20,700 7,200
Male
Total population 527,800 549,800 22.000
Population 12 years and above 402,200 434,400 32,200
Economically active 301,400 324,800 23,400
Employed 283,600 299,300 15,700
Unempioyed 17,800 25,500 7,700
Not economically active (Inactive) 100,800 109,600 8.800
Household duties only 5,900 3,200 -2,700
Studies 45,100 57,300 12,200
Health problems 9,800 7,900 -1,900
Retired/old age 30,500 30,800 300
Other and not stated 9,500 10,400 900
Female
Total population 528,900 557,200 28,300
Population 12 years and above 406,100 440,400 34,300
Economically active 130,600 159,200 28.600
Employed 124.000 137,000 13.000
Unemployed 6,600 22,200 15,600
Not economically active (Inactive) 275,500 281,200 5,700
Household duties only 212,500 177,500 -35,000
Studies 40,900 54,200 13,300
Health problems 7,800 7,500 -300
Retired/old age 10,300 31,700 21,400
Other and not stated : 4,000 10,300 6,300
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9.2 Activity status

Changes between 1990 and 1995 in the activity status of the population

aged 12 years and above are summarised in table 9.1

The population aged 12 years and above is estimated to have increased
from 808,300 in June 1990 to 874,800 in June 1995 (Table 9.1). This shows an increase
of 66,500 out of which 52,000 represents net additions to the labour force (i.e persons who
either have a job or who are looking for a job), and the remaining 14,500 are additions to
the inactive population (i.e persons who are neither working nor looking for work). Thus the
average annual addition to the labour force is estimated at about 10,400 and the addition to

the inactive population at about 2,900.

Fig 9.1 - Population of working age by activity status, 1990 and 1995
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The male population aged 12 years and above is estimated to have
increased from 402,200 in June 1990 to 434,400 in June 1995. The increase of 32,200 is
made up of net additions of 23,400 to the male labour force and 8,800 to the inactive male
population. Thus, the annual average gddition is estimated at about 4,700 to the male

labour force and about 1,800 to the inactive male population.

It is estimated that the female population aged 12 years and above has risen
from 406,100 in June 1990 to 440,400 in June 1995. The net increase of 34,300 is made
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up of additions of 28,600 to the female labour force and 5,700 to the inactive female
population. The annual average addition is therefore estimated to be 5,700 for the female
labour force and 1,100 for the inactive group.

Table 9.2 - Standard errors (S.E.) '/ of the 1995 Survey estimates

Male Female Both sexes

Estimate S.E. | Estimate S.E. Estimate S.E.

Population aged 12
years and above 434,400 | 2,803 | 440,400 2,562 | 874,800 | 4,098

Economically active

population o

(labour force) 324,800 | 2,481 | 159,200 2,367 | 484,000 3,470
Employed population 299,300 | 2,196 | 137,000 | 2,165 :'436;300, 3,052
Unemployed population 25,500 1,064 | 22,200 . 986 | 47,400 | 1568

Inactive population aged | ' o ° |
12 years and above -1 109,600 1,838 | 281,200 | 2,889 390,800 | 3,563 |

Y Refer to section 3.6 for interpretation of standard errors.
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10. LABOUR FORCE

The labour force or economically active population represents the country’s
supply of labour available for the production of goods and services. Hence, it inciudes all
persons in the workforce as well as those not currently working but looking for work. From
the 1995 survey data, the size of the labour force was estimated to be about 484,000;
showing thus an increase of 12% for the 1990 census total of 432,000. The male iabour
force has increased by 23,400 (8%) from 301,400 to 324,800 while the female labour force
has increased by 28,600 (22%) from 130,600 to 159,200.

10.1 Composition of the labour force

It is estimated that the employed population, i.e. the number of persons with
jobs has increased from 407,600 to 436,300 between 1990 and 1995, i.e. a net increase of
28,700 giving a yearly average of 5,700. The unemployed population (those looking for
jobs) is estimated to have increased from 24,400 to 47,700 during the same period, which

represents a net increase of 23,300 and a yearly average of about 4,700.

Table 10.1 - Labour force, employment and unemployment, 1990 and 1995

r

|

f Male Female Both sexes

| 1990 1995 1990 1995 1990 1995

Census | Survey | Census Survey Census Survey

estimates estimates estimates

i Labour force 301,400 | 324.800 | 130,600 159,200 | 432,000 | 484,000

‘ Employment 283,600 299,300 | 124,000 137,000 407,600 436,300

!

Unemployment 17,800 25,500 6,600 22,200 24 400 47,700

The number of employed males is estimated to have increased from 283,600
in June 1990 to 299,300 in June 1995, i.e. a net increase of 15,700 for the five-year period

and a yearly average addition of 3,100. During the same period, the number of
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unemployed males is estimated to have risen by 7,700, from 17,800 to 25,500 giving an

average of 1,500 additions per annum.

The number of women at work is estimated to have grown from 124,000 in
June 1990 to 137,000 in June 1995; this represents a total increase of 13,000 or a yearly
average increase of 2,600. The unemployed female population is estimated to have risen
by 15.600 from 6,600 in June 1990 to 22,200 in June 1995, giving an average of 3,100

additions per year.

10.2 Labour Force by age

Table 10.2 - Labour force by age group and sex, 1990 and 1995

1990 Census 1995 Surveyéstimates
Age last

birthday Male Female Male Female
12- 14 3,700 1.100 2,500 800
15-19 25,000 12,300 24 600 14,100
20-24 47,400 21,900 42,900 22,100
25-29 51,200 21,700 46,500 22,300
30-34 46,200 20,900 49,200 25,100
35-39 40,100 18,300 46,300 25,300

40 - 44 29,100 12,700 40,400 20,100

45 - 49 20,700 8,500 29,100 12,900

50 - 54 16,800 6,300 18,600 8,100

55 - 59 12,800 4,100 14,400 5,300

60 - 64 4,400 1,500 5,000 1,600

65 - 69 2,400 800 3,300 1,100
70-74 1,000 300 1,200 300

75 and above 600 200 800 100
12 and above 301,400 130,600 324,800 159,200
15 and above 297,700 129,500 322,300 158,400
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Table 10.2 gives comparative figures of the labour force by age group and
sex for 1990 and 1995. It is observed that the male labour force has decreased at all ages
under 30 years. This is probably because more and more young males continue with
education and training for a longer period after leaving school. At the same time increases
are noted in all age groups from 30 years and above. As regards females, with the
exception of the very young ones (12 - 14 years) and the very old ones (75+ years), the
size of the labour force has increased in all age groups probably because of an increasing

number of women joining the labour market.

Fig 10.1 - Male labour force by age group, 1990 and 1995
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Table 10.3 shows the percentage distribution of the labour force in 1990 and
1995 by broad age group and sex. It is noted that the labour force in the younger age
group 12 - 24 years has decreased from 25.8% in 1990 to 22.2% in 1995 while increases
were noted in the higher age brackets. In the 25 - 44 years age group, an increase of 1.2
percentage points was noted while in the 45+ years age group, a larger increase of 2.4

percentage points was noted during the same five year period.

Table 10.3 - Percentage distribution of the labour force by age group and sex,
1990 and 1995

1990 Census 1995 Survey
Age last
birthday Male Female Both Male Female Both
sexes sexes

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

12-14 1.2 0.8 1.1 0.8 0.5 0.7
15-24 24.0 26.2 247 20.9 22.6 21.5
25 - 44 55.3 56.5 55.6 56.0 58.5 56.8
45 - 59 16.7 14.4 16.0 19.1 16.5 18.3
60 and above 2.8 2.1 2.6 3.2 1.9 2.7
12 and above 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

The above figures indicate an aging of the labour force arising mainly from
aging of the population itself but also because of the later entry of young people into the
labour force preferring to take advantage of the increased opportunities in further education
and training becoming available to them. The pattern of changes in age distribution is

similar for the two sexes as shown in table 10.3 .
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10.3 Activity rate

Activity rate is a measure of the size of the labour force in proportion to the
size of the population, that is, the percentage of the total population which is economically
active. The crude activity rate for 1995 works out to 43.7%. The separate rates for males

and females were 59.1% and 28.6% respectively compared to 57.1% and 24.7% in 1990.

A more meaningful measure of economic activity would be the proportion of
the population of working age which is economically active. Since questions relating to
economic activity were asked in respect of all persons aged twelve years and above,
activity rate can therefore be calculated for the population aged 12 years and above and is
found to be 74.8% among males and 36.1% among females in 1995. The rate obtained
from the 1990 census data was 74.9% for males and 32.2% for females. However, the rate
for the population aged 15 years and above is considered to be a more realistic indicator of
economic activity in the country given the fact that a relatively small and decreasing number
of people aged 12 to 14 years are in the labour force. This 15+ years activity rate is found
to have decreased from 80.6% in 1990 to 80.1% in 1995 for males while the rate for

females rose from 34.7% to 38.8% during the same period.

10.3.1 Activity rate by age

The overall activity rate and changes in it over time depend on the
distribution of the number of economically actives at different ages. This age effect can be
analysed by calculating activity rates (or labour force participation rates as they are

sometimes called) by age groups. These are shown in table 10.4 .

Activity rates of males aged 12 to 25 years dropped from 56.5% as
measured at the 1990 census to 51.56% at the 1995 survey. This change was mainly due
to increased educational and vocational training opportunities, particularly in the 12 - 19
years age bracket. Among males in the prime working age (25 to 44 years) activity rate
has remained at the 1990 level, i.e. at 96.4%, while in the 45-59 years age bracket, the rate
has risen from 89.9% in 1990 to 91.7% in 1995. An important rise in activity level is also
noted among males aged 60 years and more, i.e. from 16.4% to 24.7% over the same five

year period.



Table 10.4 - Activity rates by age group and sex, 1990 and 1995
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1990 Census 1995 Survey
Age last Male Female Male Female
birthday (%) (%) (%) (%)
12-14 11.2 3.4 7.8 25
15-19 50.7 25.7 440 246
20-24 90.4 43.6 89.8 49.0
25-29 95.5 419 96.2 477
30-34 96.8 45.6 96.5 47 1
35-39 97.1 45.9 96.8 54.7
40 - 44 96.6 41.8 96.2 51.7
45 - 49 94.6 37.0 95.6 455
50 - 54 91.2 32.4 92.4 38.2
55 - 59 81.7 246 83.7 29.3
60 - 64 29.7 9.0 37.0 9.7
65 - 69 213 6.0 27.6 7.4
70 - 74 14.7 3.8 14.4 3.1
75 and above 9.1 2.1 10.3 0.8
12 and above 74.9 32.2 74.8 36.1
15 and above 80.6 347 80.1 38.8

During the same period 1990 to 1995, female activity rates have gone up at
almost all ages except for those below 20 years and the very old ones (70 years and
above). The five year age group activity rates in table 10.4 show that the most important

rises occurred in the 35 to 49 years age group.
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Fig 10.3 - Activity rates by age and sex, 1990 and 1995
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10.3.2 Age-standardised activity rates

Variations in the pattern of economic activity at different ages, i.e. activity
rates in the different age brackets. is one of the two factors which affect the overall activity
rate: the other factor being the age composition of the population itself. Age-standardised
activity lrates are computed to assess separately the effect of each of these two factors.
For example., such rates can be calculated to estimate the extent to which the overall
activity rate would change as a result of changes in the rate of economic activity among the
population of working age during a given time period by assuming a constant population

structure during that time interval.

Standardised activity rates for 1995 have been worked out by applying 1995
five-year age group activity rates to the 1990 population figures of these age groups. The
rates thus obtained for the population aged twelve years and above were 74.8% for males
and 36.1% for females, which coincide with the 1995 unstandardised rates. Hence, we
may conclude that the age composition of the 1990 and 1995 populations aged 12 years
and above were almost similar. The increase of 3.9 percentage points noted in the overall
activity rate of women aged 12 years and above between 1990 to 1995 was almost entirely
attributable to increasing economic activity among women, i.e. an increasing number of

women being interested to join the labour market. On the other hand, among males aged
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12 years and above, the proportion of active ones has decreased slightly from 74.9% to
74.8% during the same five year period mainly as a result of a fall in economic activity

among young males below 20 years of age.

10.3.3 Activity rates by marital status and sex

As regards, activity rates by marital status, it was noted that the act'witjrates
of married men and those classified as 'Widowed, divorced and separated’ showed
important increases between 1990 and 1995. From 85.9% and 49.4% respectivély noted
at the 1990 census, the corresponding rates worked out for the 1995 Labour Force Survey
were .87.3% and 53.1%.: However, among single men, a decline of 4.5 percentage points
was noted, due to the higher proportion of young males postponing their entry into the

Labour Market in order to pursue their studies and training a little further first.

Table 10.5 - Activity rates of persons aged 12 years and above by marital status
and sex, 1990 and 1995

1990 Census 1995 Survey

Marital Status Male Female Male Female

(%) (%) (%) (%)
Single 64.0 34.2 595 33.5
Married 85.9 31.6 87.3 38.7
Widowed. divorced |
& separated 49.4 30.1 ! 53.1 32.1 '
All marital states 749 322 74 .8 36.1

Among women, a marked rise in economic activity is noted in the category
‘Married’. From 31.6% in 1990, the 1995 rate worked out to 38.7%. i.e. an increase of 7.1
percentage points. Those in the category 'Widowed, divorced and separated' also showed
increased economic activity (from 30.1% to 32.1%) while among single females, a lower
rate of economic activity was noted in 1995 ma_inly due to the increasing number of young

females preferring to extend their studies and training before joining the labour market in
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jobs of their choice. The various rates worked out from the 1990 census and the 1995

survey are given in table 10.5 .

10.4 Labour forqg by educational attainment B

The educatio'hal attainment of the l.abour force in 1995 wasgof a highé_r level
than that in 1990. As shown in table 10.6, ttte proportion of the economically active
population having been edhc;ated up to pre-primary and primary levels only was 4,9.9% in
1995, compared to 54.6% in 1990. At the same time the percentage otf‘ those having
attended secondary schools was 47.6% in 1995 compared to only 43:2% in 1990. An
improvement is noted at tertiary level as well, especially among females with some 2.2%

holding university degrees or equivalent, as against 1.6% in 1990

Table 10.6 - Percentage distribution of the labour force by educational attainment,

1990 and 1995

i 1990 Census 1995 Survey i

i Educational

| Attainment Male Female | Both sexes | Male Female | Both sexes

| (%) (%) %) | (%) (%) (%)

1 4’ g ! '
Nil and | ! ! ’
pre-primary 57 14 .1 8.2 3.9 10.4 6.1
Primary 47.6 43.6 46.4 45.0 41.3 43.8

! Secondary 442 40.7 43.2 48.4 46.1 47.6

| | | | ]

i University ' . ! |

' degree 25 16 2.2 P27 2.2 2.5

L

|
Ali levels 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0




Fig 10.4 - Educational attainment of the labour force, 1990 and 1995
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10.5 Labour force by vocational or technical training

A significant increase is noted in the number of economically active persons
with vocational or technical training between 1990 and 1995. From 33,000 in 1990, the
number of trained persons at work or looking for work was estimated at 63,700 in 1995.
The proportion of the trained female labour force which was already higher than among
males in 1990 ( 9% against 7.1%). increased to above 16% in 1995, compared to 11.7%

among males. (table 10.7)

Table 10.7 - Economically active persons having vocational or technical training

by sex, 1990 and 1995

1990 Census 1995 Survey estimates
Sex Number (%) Number (%)
| !
Male [ 21300 71 | 38.000 17 !
] . : y
| Female | 11700 9.0 | 25.700 16.1 |
! Both sexes | 33,000 7.6 i 63.700 | 13.2 |

From the 1995 Survey data, the number of persons having elementary or

preliminary level training, that is for jobs requiring relatively elementary skills, was estimated
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at around 12,000 (7,700 males and 4,300 females). The number of those having lower
intermediate level training was around 40,800 (23,100 males and 17,700 females). Lower
intermediate level training comprises training for semi-skilled and skilled jobs, primary
school teacher training, training for nurses, secretarial training, etc. The third and highest
level of vocational/technical training is ‘higher intermediate level’ training which .leads to
awards of levels between the Higher School Certificate and just below a first university
degree. The number of persons having been trained at this level was estimated at 10,900

(7,200 males and 3.700 females).

Fig 10.5 - Vocationally or technically trained labour force by field of training,
1990 and 1995
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Field of training

Analysis of the 1995 labour force data by field of training shows that the two
main fields in which persons forming part of the labour force were trained are ‘Trade, craft
and industrial techniques’ (14,400) and ‘Commerce and business administration’ (13,300).
Males formed 82% of those having been trained in ‘Trade, craft and industrial techniques’
while among those having been trained in ‘Commerce and business administration’, there

was a higher proportion of females (566%). Important numbers of persons forming part of
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the labour force were trained in the fields of ‘Mathematics and computer science’ and
‘General education and teacher training’ as well. The estimated figures for these two
categories are 8,900 and 8,000 respectively. The estimates for major fields of training are

given in table 10.8 compared with 1990 figures.

10.6 Labour force by geographical district

Persons forming part of the labour force (i.e. those who had jobs or who
were looking for one) in 1995 formed 55.3% of the total number of persons aged 12 years
or more in the island of Mauritius. This proportion (the activity rate) ranged from 52.6% in
the district of Port Louis to 59.2% in the district of Black River. Among men, activity rate
was lowest in Plaines Wilhems (72.9%) while the highest rates were noted in Riviere du
Rempart (76.9%) and Black River (76.5%). Black River also recorded the highest rate of
female activity with 42.1% of women aged 12 years or more being active in 1995. The

lowest female activity rate was in Port Louis (30.3%).

Employment rate (i.e. the number of persons with jobs as a percentage of
the labour force) was lowest in the district of Grand Port (86.5%) and hence, Grand Port
had the highest unempioyment rate (13.5%). Employment rates for males and females for
Grand Port were 89.1% and 80.8% respectively and the corresponding unemployment
rates were 10.9% and 19.2%. Employment rate was highest in Riviere du Rempart (92.7%)
and consequently unemployment rate was lowest, at 7.3% only. Male and female
employment rates for Riviere du Rempart were 94.6% and 88.6% respectively and

unemployment rates were 5.4% for males and 11.4% for females.

in Rodrigues, 73.4% of males aged 12 years and above were active
compared to 37.9% of females of the same age. The combined activity rate for both sexes
was 55.8%. Among the economically active persons, 91.1% were employed and 8.9%
unemployed. Male employment rate was 96.6% compared to 80.4% for females. Hence,
the unemployment rate worked out for females was higher (19.6%) while for males a rate of

3.5% only was obtained.
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Table 10.9 - Estimated population 12 years of age and above by current activity status, geographical
district and sex, 1995

Geographical Population{ Population | Activity Total Employment Total Unemployment
District 12 years | economically rate employed rate unemployed rate
and Sex and over active (%) (No.) (%) (No.) (%)

MAURITIUS

Both sexes 874,800 484,000 66.3 436,300 90.2 47,700 9.8

Male 434,400 324,800 74.8 299,300 92.2 25,500 7.8

Female 440,400 159,200 36.1 137,000 86.1 22,200 13.9
ISLAND OF MAURITIUS

Both sexes 850,100 470,200 55.3 423,700 90.1 46,500 9.9

Male 422,000 315,700 74.8 290,500 92.0 25,200 8.0

Female 428,100 154,500 36.1 133,200 86.3 21,300 13.7
PORT LOUIS

Both sexes 98,000 51.600 526 46,100 89.4 5,500 10.6

Male 48,500 36,600 75.4 33,400 91.2 3,200 8.8

Female 49,500 15,000 30.3 12,700 85.0 2,300 15.0
PAMPLEMOUSSES

Both sexes 80,800 44,600 55.2 40,200 90.1 4,400 9.9

Male 40,200 30,100 74.8 27,500 91.5 2,600 8.5

Female 40,600 14,500 35.7 12,700 87.3 1,800 12.7
RIVIERE DU REMPART

Both sexes 74,700 42,400 56.7 39,300 927 3,100 73

Male 37,500 28,900 76.9 27.300 94.6 1,600 54

Female 37.200 13,500 36.4 12,000 88.6 1.500 114
FLACQ

Both sexes 94,800 51,500 543 45,500 88.3 6,000 1.7

Male 46,600 35,300 75.8 32,100 90.9 3,200 9.1

Female 48,200 16,200 33.6 13,400 82.6 2,800 17.4
GRAND PORT

Both sexes 83,900 46,000 549 39,800 86.5 6,200 13.5

Male 42,200 31,600 74.8 28,200 89.1 3,400 10.9

Female 41,700 14,400 34.6 11,600 80.8 2,800 19.2
SAVANNE

Both sexes 53,300 29,700 55.6 27,100 91.3 2,600 8.7

Male 26,400 20,000 75.8 18,900 94.3 1,100 5.7

Female 26,900 9,700 35.9 8,200 85.1 1,500 14.9
PLAINES WILHEMS

Both sexes 266,000 147,700 55.5 134,600 91.2 13,100 8.8

Male 131,700 96,000 72.9 89,000 92.7 7,000 7.3

Female 134,300 51,700 38.5 45,600 88.3 6,100 11.7
MOKA

Both sexes 54,000 30,300 56.0 27,500 90.8 2,800 9.2

Male 26,700 20,200 75.9 18,700 92.5 1,500 7.5

Female 27.300 10,100 36.7 8,800 87.4 1,300 12.6
BLACK RIVER

Both sexes 44 600 26,400 59.2 23,600 89.4 2,800 10.6

Male 22,200 17,000 76.5 15,400 90.8 1,600 9.2

Female 22,400 -+ 9,400 421 8,200 86.9 1,200 13.1
RODRIGUES

Both sexes 24,700 13,800 658 12,600 91.1 1,200 8.9

Male 12,400 9,100 73.4 8,800 96.6 300 3.5

Female 12,300 4,700 37.9 3.800 80.4 900 19.6
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Fig 10.6 - Activity rate and unemployment rate by geographical district and sex 1995
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10.7 Household level of economic activity, employment and unemployment

The average number of persons aged 12 years and above per household
was found to be around 3.2 in 1995 compared to 3.4 in 1990. In spite of this fall in the
average number of persons of working age, the average number of active persons per
The effect of the

decrease in the number of persons of working age has been offset by increased economic

household has only slightly decreased to 1.78 from 1.82 in 1990.

activity, i.e., a higher proportion of the population being at work or looking for work in 1995.
Although household level economic activity has remained almost the same during the
period 1990 to 1995, the average number of employed persons per household has gone
down to 1.6 in 1995 from 1.7 in 1990 and hence the average number of unemployed
persons per household has risen from 0.1 in 1990 to 0.2 in 1995. Table 10.11 analyses
economic activity, employment and unemployment as well as inactivity by household size
for 1995.

Table 10.10 - Average number of persons aged 12 years and above per househoid
by activity status, 1990 and 1995

Average number| Average number| Average number Average number | Average number
of persons aged | of economically | of empioyed of unemployed of inactive
Year 12 years and | active persons persons per persons per persons aged 12
above per per household household househoid years and above
household per household
1990 3.41 1.82 1.72 0.10 1.59
1995 3.22 1.78 1.61 0.17 1.44
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Table 10.11- Average number of persons aged 12 years and above by activity status

and household size, 1995

Average number| Average number| Average numbef Average number |Average number
House{ of persons aged |of economically { of employed of unemployed of inactive
hold 12 years and active persons persons per persons per persons aged 12
size above per per household household household years and above
household per household
1 1.00 0.40 0.37 0.03 0.59
2 1.96 1.04 0.97 0.07 0.93
3 2.47 1.48 1.35 0.13 1.00
4 2.96 1.70 1.55 0.156 1.26
5 3.82 2.05 1.84 0.21 1.76
6 4.71 2.47 2.18 0.29 2.25
7 5.47 3.01 2.65 0.36 2.51
8 6.39 3.64 3.21 0.43 2.81
9 6.96 3.82 3.37 0.45 3.20
10 8.27 4.87 4.43 0.44 3.45
and
above




The number of persons with jobs in 1995, estimated from the sample survey

11.
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EMPLOYMENT

data, was 436,300. Out of this total, 299,300 were male and 137,000 female.

comparison with data from the 1990 census, the proportion of women in total employment

is found to have gone up by one percentage point in 1995, i.e. from 30.4% in 1990 to

31.4% in 1995 (Table 11.1).

Table 11.1 - Employed population by sex, 1990 and 1995

1990 Census

1995 Survey estimates

Sex Number % Number %

Male 283,600 69.6 299,300 68.6

Female 124,000 30.4 137,000 314

Both sexes 407,600 100.0 436,300 100.0
11.1  Employed population by employment status

Table 11.2 - Percentage distribution of the employed population by employment
status and sex, 1990 and 1995

1990 Census 1995 Survey

Employment Male Female |Both sexes | Male Female |Both sexes

Status (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Self-employed 16 6 12 20 10 17
Employees 82 91 85 78 86 81
Unpaid family
workers 2 3 3 2 4 2
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100
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Comparison of the 1990 and 1995 data indicates a marked increase in the
proportion of persons being engaged in enterprises of their own. From 12% in 1990, the
percentage of self-employed workers has risen to 17% in 1995, while the proportion
classified as employees has gone down to 81% from 85% in 1990. This phenomenon of
increasing interest in running businesses of one’s own is noted among both male and

female workers, as shown by the figures of table 11.2.

Fig 11.1 - Employed population by employment status, 1990 and 1995
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11.2 Employed population by industry

In 1995, ‘manufacturing’ industries, with 29% of total employment, were
employing the largest number of persons, followed by 'Agriculture & fishing' and 'Wholesale
& retail trade, repair of motor vehicles, personal and household goods' with 14% and 13%

respectively (table 11.3).

Analysis of the data by sex shows that the largest absorber of male labour
was the manufacturing sector with 23% of total male employment. The other sectors
employing important numbers of men were 'Agriculture and fishing' with 15% of the total of
male workers and the sectors 'Wholesale & retail trade, repair of motor vehicles, personal
and household goods' and 'Construction’ , each of which accounting for around 14% of

total male employment.
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Fig 11.2 - Employment by industry, 1990 and 1995
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Manufacturing enterprises employ a large proportion of female workers as
well. In fact, 42% of the total number of women employed in 1995, were engaged in

manufacturing industries. Other branches of the economy where relatively large numbers
of women were employed in 1995 are 'Agriculture & fishing' (13%), 'Education, health and
social work' (12%), 'Wholesale and retail trade, repair of motor vehicles, personal and
household goods' (11%) and 'Other services' (10%).

A shift from primary industries (Agriculture & fishing and Mining & Quarrying)
and secondary industries (Manufacturing, Electricity & Water and Construction) to the
tertiary sector (all the other service industries) during the period 1990 to 1995 is noted, as
shown by the proportions of persons employed in each of these three sectors in 1990 and
1995 (table 11.4). From 16% in 1990, the primary sector's share in total employment has

gone down to 14.9% in 1995. Similarly, the secondary sector's share has declined to

39.4% from 42.6% in 1990. On the other hand, the tertiary sector has gained 4.3
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percentage points, i.e. from 41.4% in 1990, it accounted for 45.7% of total employment in
1995.

Table 11.4 - Percentage distribution of the currently employed population by sector,
1990 and 1995

1990 Census 1995 Survey estimates

Sector

Number (%) Number (%)

(000) (000)
Primary 65.2 6.0 65.2 149
Secondary 173.5 42.6 171.3 39.4
Tertiary 168.9 414 199.3 457
All sectors 407.6 100.0 436.3 100.0

11.3 Employed population by occupation

The 1995 survey data shows that people employed in the higher
occupational groups, i.e. ‘Administrators & managers’, ‘Professionals’, ‘Technicians and
associate professionals’ and ‘Clerks’ formed 21% of the total employed population. 18% of
employed males were in these categories compared to 28% of employed females. ‘Sales
and service workers’ made up for a further 12% of the employed population with the
proportions among males and females being 13 and 11 percent respectively. Hence, two
thirds of the total number of employed persons were working in manual jobs, that is as
agricultural workers, factory workers, craft and trades workers, etc. Males engaged in
these occupations formed 69% of the total male workforce compared to 61% among

females.

From table 11.5, it is also observed that the proportion of the employed
population engaged as 'Professionals’' and "Technicians and associate professionals’, that
is, occupations requiring high levels of professional and technical knowledge, has risen to
10.2% in 1995 from 8.0% in 1990. The proportions of those working as clerks, service

workers and skilled agricultural workers also increased between 1990 and 1995 while in the



000L{ OLEL | O00L | €662 | O00L | €9€¥ | O00L | O'vZL | O00L | 9€8C [ 000l | 9LOY e10|

556

£'8¢ 8'8¢ v'ee AV A 0's¢ 0’601 '8¢ 8'vE 6°9¢ 9L LT oLttt suonedndoo Asejusws|3
8'S¢ v'Ge ovl 8Ly LLL cLL AN L'0v v'Gl L'EY 9'0¢ 8'€8 Sla|jquiasse pue
sJolesado aulydew pue jueld
S'v 1’9 6°G¢ GS'LL c'6l 9't8 '8 20l 'S¢ 9'LL 1'0Z L'18 S19)I0Mm sapel) paje|al pue }jes)
9'¢C Gt A L9l GS'Y 961 0¢c v'e £'G 0'GlL 10 4 Vil siayiom Aiaysy
pue jesnynoube pajns
[ANN ! €61 0€El 8'8¢t vt L'vS 8'9 V'8 cll 6'LE 6°6 £'0v Sla)iom sales 1ajlew
pue doys ‘S19)IOM 82IAIBS
gel '8l 9 981 V'8 89t L'ci 0'St 6'S L9l 8L LLE SH8ID
£6 8¢l 9 L8l [AYA S'LE L', 8'8 'S 9'vl LS V'eEc sjeuoissajoud
81BID0SSe pue Sueidiuyds |
L' £'v 6'¢C L'8 o¢ oEl [Ar4 L'e v'e 89 £¢ G'6 S|euolssaj0.id
6l 9¢C 0t 6'8 9¢ S'Ll £l 91 S'¢ c'L (4 8'8 sjabeuew pue sjeidlyjo
101uas pue siole|siban
% (000) % (000) % (000} % (000) % (000) % (000)
"ON "'ON "ON "ON "ON "ON
ajewa sleN saxas ylog 3jewaH sjeN saxas ylog uonednadQ
$81ewil1sa AaAINS GB6 L SNSUa) 066 L

G66L Pue 06l ‘Xas pue uonednadso Aq uonendod paAoidw3 - G || 3|qel




56

groups '‘Craft and trades workers', 'Plant & machine operators’ and ‘'Elementary
occupations', decreases were noted. The decreases of 2.9 and 2.2 percentage points in
the categories ‘Plant & machine operators’ and ‘Elementary occupations’ respectively were

mainly due to important falls in the employment level of the EPZ and agricultural sectors.
A distinct upgrading of the occupational distribution of the employed

population is therefore noted, in line with improvements in education and training

opportunities during recent years.

Legisiaters, senior

100% efficisls and smnagers
Prefessionsis
Techaicians/asseciste
90% i profesionals
Clerks
80% 4+ Service werkers, shop
and market sales
werkers
70% + Skilled agraicuttural
werkers and fishery
workers
60% +
Craft and related
50% 4 trades werkers
40% ¢+
Plant and machine
epersters and
30% + assenblers
20% +
Elementa atie
10% 4 v ccepetion
0% 4 +

11.4 Employed population by occupation and training

The proportion of the working population having formal vocational or

technical training reached 13% in 1995 from 8% in 1990. The total number of employed
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persons with training is estimated to have increased by 25,500, i.e. from 31,600 in 1990 to
57,100 in 1995. Increases are noted across all occupational groups, with more important
ones in the categories ‘Legislators, senior officials and managers’, ‘Professionals’ and
‘Clerks’ as shown in table 11.6. Among the senior officials and managers, around 4,000, or
36% of the total number of persons in these occupations, reported themselves as having
been vocationally or technically trained. Some 1500 had followed courses in ‘Commerce
and business administration’ while the others had been trained in various other fields such
as ‘Trade, craft and industrial techniques’, ‘Service trades’, etc. depending on the nature of

their businesses.

The number of professionals in post as at mid 1995 was estimated to be
around 13,100. Among them, 6,300 or 48% were holders of university degrees or
equivalent qualifications. 42% (including 5% who also possessed university degrees) had
had some vocational or technical training. The major fields in which these persons were
trained are ‘Teacher training’ and ‘Commerce and business administration’. The
qualifications of these trained persons include diplomas (of a level just below a university

degree) and partly completed professional courses in accounting, auditing, statistics, etc.

The highest proportion of trained personnel was noted among technicians
and associate professionals with over 50% of the total in 1995. This category of
employees include primary school teachers who were all trained for their jobs, as weli as a
large number of secondary school teachers whose qualifications are considered as
vocational or technical. Also included among ‘Technicians and associate professionals’ are
nurses, the majority of whom, being employees of government health institutions, are

provided with in service vocational training relevant to their jobs.

In the occupational group ‘Clerks’ which include office and customer service
clerks, 10,300 out of the total of 36,800 had undergone vocational or technical training.
80% of these trained employees had followed courses in ‘Commerce and business

administration’ or ‘Mathematics and computer science’.

Among manual workers, i.e. agricultural, craft, trades and factory workers,
though some increase is noted over the period 1990 to 1995, the proportion of those

having been trained for their jobs is still low as noted from the figures of table 11.6.
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11.5 Employed population by length of service with present employer and sector of

employment

The total number of persons employed in government services was
estimated at 55,500 in mid 1995, of which some 36% count 20 or more years of service. A
further 29% had between 10 and 19 years of service in government. The remaining 36%
had joined the service some time during the past ten years. In public enterprises as well,
quite a large number i.e. some 54% of the employees had been working for their current
employers for at least 10 years. In fact, those with 10 to 19 years of service with their
present employers made up 30% of the total number of employees in that sector while
those with 20 or more years of service represented nearly a quarter of the total. The sugar
sector is also characterised by a high proportion of its workers having long years of service
with their current employers. This sector has the highest proportion of employees with 20
or more years of service, i.e. 41%. In the EPZ and ‘Other private enterprises’ sector, a
reverse tendency is noted, that is the majority of workers of these two sectors had less than
10 years of service as shown by the figures of table 11.7. This is probably because of the
high mobility of the workers in these sectors, some 64% of EPZ employees had iess than 5
years of service while only 2.2% had been there for more than 20 years. Similarly in the
other private enterprises, 52% had less than 5 years service while slightly over 10% had

20 years of service.

Table 11.7 - Percentage distribution of the emplbyed population by length of service

and sector of employment, 1995

Length of Government Public Sugar EPZ Other
service services enterprises | industry private
enterprises
Less than 1 year 2.8 4.6 3.7 14.4 13.3
1 - 4 years 18.0 20.7 11.1 493 38.9
5 -9 years 156.1 20.7 19.0 240 19.7
10 - 19 years 28.6 30.2 253 10.1 17.6
20 years and above 35.5 23.8 40.9 22 10.5
Total 100.0 10C.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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Table 11.8 - Employed population by place of work, place of residence and sex, 1990

Both sexes
Place of work (geographical district)
District of Port- | Pample- | Riv. du | Flacq Grand |Savanne| Plaines | Moka Black Total
residence Louis | mousses | Rempart Port Wilhems River
Port Louis 39,400 3,900 500 300 300 - 2,900 500 1,900 | 49,700
Pamplemousses 9,400 23,900 2,100 200 100 - 1,200 400 400 | 37,700
Riv du Rempart 3,500 4,300 | 22,000 800 100 - 600 200 200} 31,700
Flacq 2.600 1,200 900 | 31,600 200 - 1,700 2,500 100 ] 40,800
Grand Port 1,200 100 - 800 | 28,300 1,300 4,600 300 100| 36.700
Savanne 700 100 - 100 1,100 | 19,100 3,200 100 500 | 24,900
Plaines Wilhems 27,500 2,300 800 1,200 2,700 900 | 84,300 4,400 | 6,400 130,500
Moka 4,100 300 100 1,200 100 - 3,800 | 15,600 400 | 25,600
Black River 3,900 400 100 100 - 100 2,600 100 | 10,900 18,200
Total 92,300 36,500 | 26,500 | 36,300| 32,900 | 21,400 ] 104,900 | 24,100 | 20,900 | 395,800
Male
Place of work (geographical district)
District of Port- Pample- Riv. du Flacq Grand Savanne Plaines Moka Black Total
residence Louis mousses Rempart Port Wilthems River
Port Louis 28,800 2,300 400 200 200 - 2,300 400 1,100} 35,700
Pamplemousses 7,200 16,200 1,400 200 100 - 1,000 300 300 26,700
Riv. du Rempart 3,000 3,300 | 14,800 700 100 - 500 200 200 22,800
Flacq 2,200 1,000 600 | 22.100 200 - 1,500 1,800 100 | 29,500
Grand Port 1,000 100 - 500 | 18.800 1.000 3,600 200 100 25.300
Savanne 600 100 - 100 800 | 12,000 2,500 100 400 16,600
Plaines Wilhems 20,100 1,900 700 1,000 2,100 700 | 54,300 3,100 | 4,800| 88,700
Moka 3,100 300 100 900 100 - 2,900 9,900 300 17,600
Black River 2,700 300 100 100 - 100 1,800 100 | 6,800 12,000
Total 68,700 25,5001 18,100} 25,800 | 22,400 | 13,800 | 70,400| 16,100 | 14,100 | 274,900
Female
Place of work (geographical district)
District of Port- Pample- | Riv. du Flacq Grand | Savanne| Plaines Moka Black Total
residence Louis | mousses | Rempart Port Wilhems River
Port Louis 10,600 1,600 100 100 100 - 600 100 800 14,000
Pamplemousses 2,200 7,700 700 - - - 200 100 100 11,000
Riv. du Rempart 500 1,000 7,200 100 - - 100 - - 8,900
Flacq 400 200 300 9,500 - - 200 700 - 11,300
Grand Port 200 - - 300 9,500 300 1,000 100 - 11,400
Savanne 100 - - - 300 7,100 700 - 100 8,300
Plaines Wilhems 7,400 400 100 200 €00 200 | 30,000 1,300 1,600 | 41,800
Moka 1,000 - - 300 - - 900 5,700 100 8,000
Black River 1,200 100 - - - - 800 - 4,100 6,200
Total 23,600 11,000 8,400 | 10,500 | 10,500 7,600 | 34,500 8,000 6,800 120,900
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Table 11.9 - Estimated employed population by place of work, place of residence and sex, 1995

Both sexes
Place of work (geographical district)
District of Port- Pample- | Riv. du | Flacq Grand |Savanne| Plaines | Moka Black Total
residence Louis | mousses | Rempart Port Wilhems River
Port Louis 36,300 3,700 500 200 100 - 3,900 700 800 | 46,200
Pamplemousses 10,700 24,800 1,900 600 100 - 1,400 300 300} 40,100
Riv du Rempart 4,500 5,100 1 27,600 900 200 - 700 200 200 | 39.400
Flacq 3,200 1,000 1,200 | 35,100 300 100 2,100 | 2,200 300 | 45.500
Grand Port 1,200 200 200 1,800 | 29,100 1,300 5,200 300 300 | 39.700
Savanne 900 100 - 100 2,300 | 19,100 3,700 100 900 | 27,200
Plaines Wilhems 29,400 2,900 900 1,400 3.200 1,300{ 86,100 | 4,700 4,700 { 134,600
Moka 5,300 400 100 1,200 100 100 4,800 | 14,900 500§ 27,400
Black River 6,300 500 100 300 200 100 5,100 900 | 10,100 | 23,600
Total 97,800 38,700 | 32,500 | 41,700 | 35,600 22,000 | 113,000 | 24,300 | 18,100 | 423,700
Male
Place of work (geographical district)
District of Port- Pample- | Riv. du Flacq Grand | Savanne| Plaines | Moka Black Total
residence Louts | mousses | Rempart Port Wilhems River
Port Louis 26,600 2,300 400 200 100 - 2,800 500 500 ] 33,400
Pampiemousses 8,000 16,200 1,200 400 100 - 1,100 200 300 | 27,500
Riv du Rempart 3,800 3,900 | 17,700 800 200 - 600 200 200 | 27,400
Flacq 2,400 700 700 | 24,400 200 100 1,700 | 1,600 300| 32,100
Grand Port 900 200 200 1,000 | 19,800 1,100 4,300 300 300| 28,100
Savanne 700 100 - 100 1.500 | 12,900 2,800 100 700 18,900
Plaines Wilhems 20,600 2.400 700 900 2,300 1,100 { 53,900 3,100 4000 89,000
Moka 4.200 300 100 800 100 100 3,400 | 9,300 400 18,700
Black River 4,400 400 100 200 200 - 2,900 900 6,300 15,400
Total 71,600 26,500 | 21,100 | 28,800 | 24,500| 15,300 | 73,500 | 16,200 | 13,000 | 290,500
Female
Place of work (geographical district)
District of Port- Pample- | Riv. du Flacq Grand | Savanne| Plaines | Moka Black Totai
residence Louis | mousses | Rempart Port Wilhems River
Port Louis 9,700 1,400 100 - - - 1,100 200. 300 12,800
Pamplemousses 2,700 8,600 700 200 - - 300 100 - 12,600
Riv du Rempart 700 1,200 9,900 100 - - 100 - - 12,000
Flacq 800 300 500 ( 10,700 100 - 400 600 - 13,400
Grand Port 300 - - 900 9,300 200 900 - - 11,600
Savanne 200 - - - 800 6,200 900 - 200 8,300
Plaines Wilhems 8,800 500 200 500 900 200 | 32,200 1,600 700 | 45,600
Moka 1,100 100 - 400 - - 1,400 | 5,600 100 8,700
Black River 1,900 100 - 100 - 100 2,200 - 3,800 8,200
Totat 26,200 12,200{ 11,400 | 12,900{ 11,100 6,700 | 39,500( 8,100 5,100 | 133,200
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11.6 Employed population by place of work and place of residence

Half of the total number of persons with jobs in 1995 were working in the
districts of Plaines Wilhems and Port Louis. 113,000 or 27% were working in Plaines
Wilhems and 98.000 or 23% were working in Port Louis. One out of 4 persons working in
Plaines Wilhems lived in other districts while two out of three persons ‘working in Port Louis

came from other districts.

Data from the Population Census shows that there were already around
52,900 persons coming to work in the district of Port Louis from other districts in 1990.
Hence. during the five year period 1990 to 1995, there has been an increase of around
8.600 persons travelling to Port Louis for work purposes. The number of persons going to
work in Plaines Wilhems from other districts has increased by some 6300 between 1990
and 1995. Important rises were also noted in the number of persons working in Riviere du
Rempart (+6,000) and Flacq (+5,400). In Riviere du Rempart, almost all (5,600) of the
6.000 additional workers were inhabitanis of that district while in Flacq, 1,900 out of the

additional 5,300 were people residing in other districts.

Moka and Black River are the only two districts where the number of workers
has not increased between 1990 and 1995. The estimated number of persons working in
Moka in 1995 was 24,300, aimost the same as in 1990. The 1995 estimate for Black River
was 18,100, indicating a decrease of 2,800 from the total of 20,900 persons working there
in 1990.

11.7 Employed wage and salary earners

Data on monthly pay drawn from main occupation was also collected at the

1995 Labour Force Sample Survey. These figures excliude payments for overtime work.

The distribution of these wage and salary earners in the different salary
brackets is given in table 11.10. From the table, it appears that the majority (85%) of paid

employees were drawing salaries ranging up to Rs 6,000 per month.
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Table 11.10 - Percentage distribution of paid employees by salary range and sex,

1995
Wage/salary Male Female Both Sexes
per month (%) (%) (%)
(Rs)
Under 2,000 9.9 44.3 213
2,001 - 4,000 51.6 34.3 45.8
4,001 - 6,000 221 10.1 18.1
6,001 - 8,000 8.2 59 7.4
8,001 - 10,000 3.5 24 3.2
10,001 - 15,000 2.7 23 ) 26
15,001 - 20,000 1.2 06 1.0
20,001 and above 0.8 0.1 0.6
Total 100.0 1000 100.0

Fig 11.4 - Percentage distribution of paid employees by salary range,

1995
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Analysis by sex shows that about half of the total number of male workers
were earning between Rs 2,000 and Rs4,000. Among females an even more skewed
distribution is noted, with over 75% of them earning up to Rs 4,000 only. The median
salary for males was estimated at Rs 3,500, i.e. 50% of male workers were earning salaries

below Rs 3,500. The female median salary was Rs 2,300.

Fig 11.5 - Median salary of paid employees by industry, 1995
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11.8 Employed population having more than one }ob

The survey data also revealed that there were around 16,100 persons

engaged in more than one job during the week 26 June to 2 July 1995. Of these, 88%
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were male and only 12% female. 83% of them, in majority males, were married. Persons
with more than one job were mostly those aged 30 to 49 years (78%). Among the males,
(39%) were in the 30 - 39 years age bracket and 30% in the 40 - 49 years age bracket. On
" the other hand, among females, the proportion in the 30 - 39 years age bracket was only

16% while 45% were aged 40 to 49 years.

Persons with more than one job were mostly self-employed or unpaid family
workers in their second job, i.e. three quarters among them were in addition to their main

occupation also engaged in businesses of their own or belonging to a family member.

Up to 30% of the males with more than one job were engaged in agricultural
enterprises as the second activity. Another 22% were in the industry group ‘Wholesale,
retail trade, repair of motor vehicles and household appliances’. Among women with more
than one job, 42% had a second job in agricultural establishments and 21% in
manufacturing activities. The estimated numbers of persons having a secondary job by the

industrial group of the second job are shown in table 11.11.

Analysis of secondary activities by occupation shows that 24% of the males
having more than one job worked as ‘Craft and related trades workers’ in their second job,
23% were engaged in ‘Elementary occupations’ mainly as agricultural labourers and 22%
were skilled agricultural and fishery workers. Among women, those working as skilled
agricultural workers in their second job made up 30% of the total number of women having
more than one job and 20% were in each of the occupational groups ‘Crafts and related

trades workers’ and ‘Elementary occupations’.

11.9 Hours of work

Current statistics on weekly hours of work corresponding to hours paid for
as published by the Central Statistical Office are compiled from data collected at the annual
Survey of Employment, Earnings and Hours of Work among a sample of large
establishments. At the 1995 Labour Force Sample Survey, information was collected on
the number of hours actually worked during the survey reference week 26 June to 2 July
1995. Hours actually worked comprise hours worked during normal periods of work as well

as overtime hours and exclude hours paid for but not worked such as lunch time, leaves
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and absences and public holidays. Respondents were aiso asked to state the ‘normal
hours’ of work that they are required to work during a week as prescribed by legislation or
awards. Where normal hours did not exist (e.g. in the case of self-employed persons), the
number of hours that the person usually works during a week was reported. Hence, in the

sections beiow, the terms ‘usual hours’ and ‘normal hours’ are being used synonymously.
11.9.1 Hours actually worked on all occupations

The distribution of the employed population by hours actually worked on all
occupations during the survey reference week 26 June to 2 July 1995 is given in table
11.12 and is also illustrated in figure 11.6. The average number of hours worked per
person during that week (taking into consideration all jobs performed in the case of those
performing more than one job) was 38.8 hours. The corresponding averages for males and
females were 39.8 hours and 36.8 hours respectively. Median hours were also caiculated

and were found to be 35.0 for males and 32.2 for females.

Table 11.12 - Estimated employed population by hours actually worked on all

occupations and sex, 1995

? Hours worked on all Male Female Both sexes
« occupations during the
survey reference week | Number | (%) | Number | (%) |Number (%)
0 13,200 4.4 4,200 3.1 17,400 4.0
1-30 49,200 16.4 37,600 27.4 86,800 19.9
31-40 96,100 32.1 37,800 276 | 133,900 30.7
41 -50 91,800 30.7 42,800 31.2 | 134,600| 30.8
51+ 49,000 16.4 14,600 10.7 63,600 14.6
'lﬁ
i Total 299,300 | 100.0 | 137,000 | 100.0| 436,300 100.0

The number of persons away from work during the whole week 26 June to 2

July 1995 was estimated at 17,400 or 4% of total employment, and comprised 13,200
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males and 4,200 females. The number of those who did not work for personal reasons
such as sickness, injury, vacation leave or other non-economic reasons was around 9,700
(6,400 males and 3,300 females). The remaining 7,700 did not work for involuntary
reasons such as bad weather, mechanical breakdown at the establishment, temporary
shortage of materials and other economic reasons. In this latter category, men were in
majority, i.e. 6,800 compared to only 900 females. This high figure for males is largely
attributable to the temporary disorganisation of work in the construction industry in 1995
due to cement shortage. In fact, nearly half of the number of males being on temporary

‘lay-off’ were those working on construction sites.

The number of persons having jobs and who actually worked 1 to 30 hours
during the survey week was estimated at 86,800 or 20% of total employment. This total of
86,800 includes 15,700 who were absent from work for part of the week because of iliness,
vacation and other personal reasons. Those who involuntarily worked between 1 and 30
hours because of lack of work, bad weather, breakdown, etc., was found to be around
19,.900. Hence, some 51,200 persons (23,500 males and 27,700 females) worked
between 1 and 30 hours during the survey week because their usual hours of work were

also less than or equal to 30 hours.

The maijority of the employed population (62%) worked 30 to 50 hours while
those who performed over 50 hours formed 15% of total employment. This last category of
workers comprised mainly employees who performed overtime hours during the reference

week but also included some 4,500 persons who had more than one job.

Comparison of hours actually worked during the survey week at all
occupations with the hours usually worked for these occupations. shows that around
85.000 or 19% of the total employed population actually worked less than their usual hours.

Three out of 4 of these persons were male.

The number of those who involuntarily worked less than their usual hours of
work because of bad weather. breakdown, insufficient work, etc. and who were willing to
work for more hours was estimated at 16,200 (14,200 males and 2,000 females). This total
of 16,200 included 4,600 persons, in majority males, who did not work at all during the

survey week. It also included around 900 males who, although having actually performed
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more than 40 hours, were ready to work for more hours as their usual hours of work per

week were above 40 hours.

11.9.2 Usual and actual hours of work for main occupation

The average normal or usual hours of work per week for main occupation
only was 42.6 hours among males and 38.5 hours among females, giving thus an overall of
41.3 hours for both sexes. Average actual number of hours performed on main occupation
during the survey week was 39.6 hours among males, 36.8 hours among females and 38.7
hours for both sexes. In spite of overtime hours being comprised in actual hours of work
and not in normal/usual hours of work, average actual hours were lower than average usual
hours across all industry groups as shown in table 11.13. The most important differences
were in ‘Mining and quarrying’ where average actual hours were lower than usual hours by
nearly 8 hours, in construction and agricultural enterprises, differences of 7 and 5 hours
respectively were noted. Actual hours were lower mainly because of absences (voluntary
and involuntary) during the reference week and aiso because at some establishments

(particularly in agriculture), hours practised are lower than normal hours fixed by legisiation.

Although average actual hours were in general lower than usual hours of
work. it is estimated that there were around 49,500 persons (11% of total employment) who
worked more than their normal/usual hours of work on their main occupation. Out of this
total, the number of males was 33,800 and females 15,700. Nearly three quarters of these
women were engaged in the manufacturing sector. Among the males. one out of three
were employees of manufacturing enterprises and the others were working in the various

other sectors.

The average number of overtime hours performed at main occupation only
by males who were involved in extra duties during the survey week ranged from 7 hours in
‘Financial intermediation, real estate and business services’ to 12 hours in ‘Agriculture and
fishing". In the manufacturing sector where average normal hours was 44 hours for those
who performed overtime duties, the average number of hours that they actually worked
during the survey week was 53 hours. Among women who worked beyond normal periods
of time, an average of 7 hours of overtime work was performed during the above reference
week. The highest number of overtime hours was in ‘Health services’ and manufacturing

enterprises where an additional 8 hours per week was performed.
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Fig 11.6 - Average weekly actual and usual hours of work by industry and sex, 1995
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12. UNEMPLOYMENT

The term “Uhemployment" can mean different things to different people and
in different contexts. Thus, while in day-to-day transactions, a person is consideied
unemployed even if he has worked for a few hours during a given week, this is not the case
according to international definitions where a person is ‘employed’ if he/she has performed
‘'some work’ for a wage/salary in cash or kind, or for profit or family gain for at least one

hour duning the survey reference work.

It is also to be noted that there are two common sources for measuring
unemployment level. One makes use of the administrative register kept by the
Employment Services, where people register when they are unemployed or looking for a
more convenient or remunerative job than they already have. Also, the tendency for
unemployed persons to register at employment services depends on administrative rules
that govern unemployed people’s eligibility for benefits as well as on the current economic
situation. When there is a shortage of jobs, people rely more on the Employment Service
to find work whereas in periods of labour shortage, that is, jobs can be more easily

obtained, people do not need the Employment Service to find work.

In consequence, a person registered with the Employment Services is
treated as unemployed even if he/she only wants to take another job or has meanwhile
secured a job independently, neglecting to have his/her name struck off the register. Thus
this source of statistics of unemployment is not completely reliable. Nevertheless, due to
lack of better data, this source of information has been the main indicator used in the

estimation of the unemployment level during the period between two censuses.

Another, and a more consistent and reliable source is more direct
measurement through a survey of households/families using standard concepts and
definitions, which set a definite meaning to the term and avoids double counting. In such
surveys, individuals of working age are asked whether or not they have a job, and if not,
whether they are available for work and what steps they have taken to find work. Persons
who report to be without a job, are available for and are looking for work are considered as

being unemployed.
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12.1 Unemployed population by sex and marital status

On the basis of the 1995 Labour Force Survey data, the unemployed
population (persons aged 12 years and above who were looking for work) was estimated at
47,700, comprising 25,500 males and 22,200 females. Around 23,100 of these

unemployed persons, 10,500 males and 12,600 females, were first job seekers.

The number of reported cases of ‘unemployed’ at the 1990 census was
around 24,400 (17.800 males and 6,600 females). First job seekers at that time numbered

14,800 among males and 5,700 among females.

Table 12.1 - Unemployed population by sex, 1990 and 1995

T T 1
| Category of 1990 Census | 1995 Survey estimates
] unemployed Male Female | Both sexes | Male Female |Both sexes
Total 17,800 | 6,600 24,400 | 25,500 | 22,200 | 47,700
Married 1,800 1,800 3,600 6,200 9,600 15,800
Not married 16.000 4,800 20.800 19,300 12,600 31,900 |
| !
First job seekers 14,800 | 5,700 20,500 10,500 12,600 | 23,100 |
Married 600 1,400 2,000 300 3,900 4,200
Not married 14,200 | 4,300 18,500 10,200 8,700 18,900
|
Job seekers with E ! é |
i work experience 3.000 900 3.900 ! 15,000 } 9,600 | 24,600 E
} Married 1,200 400 1,600 5,900 | 5,700 11,600
! .
! Not married 1,800 500 2,300 9,100 3,900 13,000
L

A marked increase is noted between 1990 and 1995 in the number of
persons with previous work experience, that is those out of work and a search of new jobs

at the time of the data collection exercise. From 3,900 (16% of total unemployment) at the
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1990 census, the number of unemployed persons having worked in the past was estimated

at 24,600 or 52% of total unemployment in 1995.

A much larger proportion of the unemployed population was married in 1995
(33%) on comparison with the situation prevailing five years earlier when only 15% of the
total number of unemployed persons were married. Analysis by sex shows that in 1990,
only 10% of the unemployed males were married whereas in 1995 24% \;vere married. A
similar rise is noted among women as well, that is married unemployed women formed 43%

of the total female unemployed population in 1995 compared to 27% in 1990.

12.2 Unemployed population by age

Unemployment has gone up across all age groups between 1990 and 1995
(Table 12.2). The rate of increase is however more important in the upper age brackets.
For example, the proportion of the unemployed population aged 25 years and above has
gone up from 30% in 1990 to 46% in 1995.

Table 12.2 - Unemployed population by age and sex, 1990 and 1995

1990 Census 1995 Survey estimates
Age last

birthday Male Female | Both sexes| Male Female |Both sexe!

12-19 7,200 2.000 9.200 7,800 5,200 13,000
| 20 - 24 5,700 2,100 7800 | 7300 5.300 f 12,600 I
f 25-34 3,700 1,900 5,600 | 5,600 6,900 12,500 |

35-44 800 500 1,300 2,800 3,400 6,200

45 - 54 300 100 400 1,100 1,000 2,100

55 and above 100 - 100 900 400 1.300

12 and above 17.800 6,600 24,400 25,500 22,200 47,700
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Unemployed persons aged 12 to 24 years were mostly new entrants (92%)
into the labour market in 1990 whereas in 1995 first job seekers comprised only 68% of the
estimated total number of unemployed persons in this younger age bracket and the
remaining 32% were those who had left their previous jobs for voluntary or involuntary
reasons. In 1990, first job seekers made up quite a high proportion of the unemployed
population in the higher age brackets also. But between 1990 and 1995, the increase in
the number of unemployed persons aged 25 years and above was almost entirely among
persons having past work experience, i.e. an increase of 14,000 in this category of
unemployed compared to an increase of only 700 among first job seekers. Hence, the ratio
of first job seekers to those with work experience has become 1:4 in 1995 compared to 2:1
in 1990.

Females made up 41% of the unemployed population aged 12-24 years in
1995 compared to only 24% in 1990. In the higher age groups as well, the proportion of
females looking for jobs has substantially increased. In fact, the 1995 figures show that
females were in majority, that is, 53% in these higher age groups compared to only 34% in
1990.

12.3 Unemployed population by educational attainment and training

Unemployed persons having studied beyond primary level formed 55% of
the total unemployed popuiation in 1995 compared to 52% in 1990. Analysis by sex shows
that the proportion of the unemployed population having secondary or tertiary education is
higher among females than among males both in 1990 and in 1995 as shown by the

figures of table 12.3.

Unemployed persons with vocational or technical training formed 14% of the
total number of unemployed persons in 1995.. Among these trained persons without jobs,
the estimated figures show that females were in larger numbers, i.e. 4,300 compared to
2,300 males. The maijority (53%) of the males were trained in ‘Trade, craft and industrial
techniques’ while among the females, the two main fields of training were ‘Mathematics and
Computer Science’ and ‘Commerce and Business Administration’ with 34% and 28% of the

total unemployed females respectively.
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Table 12.3 - Percentage distribution of the unemployed population by educational
attainment and sex, 1990 and 1995

1990 Census 1995 Survey estimates
Educational
attainment Male Female | Both sexes | Male Female |Both sexes
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Nil + preprimary 3 4 3 2 4 3
Primary 48 35 45 47 36 42
Secondary 48 60 51 50 59 54
University 1 1 1 1 1 1
All levels 100 100 100 100 100 100

12.4 Unemployed population by duration of unemployment

Table 12.4 - Estimated unemployed population by duration of unemployment and sex,

1995
Duration of current Male Female Both sexes
unemployment
Total unemployed 25,500 22,200 47,700
Unemployed for less than one year 13,000 9,800 22,800
Unemployed for one year or more 12,500 12,400 24,900
First job seekers 10,500 12,600 23,100
Unemployed for less than one year 3,100 4,600 7,700
Unemployed for one year or more 7,400 8,000 15,400
Job seekers with work experience 15,000 9.600 24,600
Unemployed for less than one year 9,900 5,200 15,100
Unemployed for one year or more 5,100 4,400 9,600
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From the estimated total of 47,700 unemployed persons in 1995, around
24,900 or 52% had been looking for work for a year or more. Males and females with
duration of job search of one year or more were estimated more or less equal in number
while among those with shorter job search periods (less than one year), males were
estimated at 13,000 and females at 9,800 (Table 12.4).

Two out of three first job seekers had already been trying to find work for a
period of one year or more at the time of the survey. On the other hand, 39% of the 24,600
unemployed persons with work experience, had been in search of new jobs for a duration
of one year or more, compared to 61% for those who had been looking for work for less

than one year.

12.5 Methods of job search of unemployed persons

Table 12.5 - Estimated unemployed population by job search method and sex, 1995

All unemployed First job seekers Unemployed
persons persons with
Job search method work experience

Male|Female | Both |Male|Female | Both {Male|Female | Both
sexes sexes sexes
(%) | (%) (%) | (%)| (%) (%) | (%) | (%) (%)

Applied to prospective
employers 55 47 52 56 49 62 | 56 48 52

Checked at factories,
worksites, etc. 53 48 51 43 34 38 49 40 45

Sought assistance or
advice from friends
or relatives 35 35 35 28 31 30 32 33 32

Placed or answered
advertisements 13 22 16 23 26 25 17 25 21

Registration with
Employment Service| 13 16 14 15 28 22 14 22 18

Steps taken to set up
own business 5 2 4 3 1 2 4 2 3
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At the 1995 Survey, persons who reported themselves to be without work
and interested to work, were also questioned about the steps they had taken to find work.
From the data obtained, it is noted that those who have had recourse to the Employment
Service as a means of getting a job numbered around 8,500 or only 18% of the total
number of unemployed persons at that time. The proportion of registered persons was
14% among males and 22% among females. An even smaller proportion of registered,
13% of males and 16% of females, is noted among unemployed persons with past work

experience.

The methods of job search more widely used were ‘applying to prospective
employers’ (62%), ‘checking at factories and worksites’ (45%), ‘seeking assistance or
advice from friends and relatives’ (32%), ‘placing or answering advertisements’ (21%) and
‘registration with the Employment Services’ (18%). The first two methods mentiioned above
were mostly adopted by males while the last three ones were preferred by female
candidates). The above percentages are, however, not mutually exclusive as a person

looking for work may have had recourse to more than one job search method.

12.6 Unemployed population having work experience

Table 12.6 - Estimated unemployed population having worked in the past by industry
and sex, 1995

Male Female Both sexes
Industry

Number (%) Number (%) Number (%)
Agriculture 1600 11 500 5 2100 «9
Manufacturing 4600 31 5600 58 10200 42
Construction 4500 30 - - 4500 18
Trade (incl. hotels 2500 16 1500 16 4000 16
and restaurants
Other 1800 12 2000 21 3800 15
Total 15000 100 9600 100 24600 100
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The number of unemployed persons having worked in the past was
estimated at 24,600, made up of 15,000 males and 9,600 females. 61% of the
unemployed males having work experience, reported to have worked in the manufacturing
or construction sector. Among females, 58% of the unemployed with work experience, were

previously employed in the manufacturing sector (Table 12.6).

These unemployed persons with work experience were mostly manual
workers engaged as ‘Craft and related trades workers’ (7,700), ‘Plant and machine

operators’ (5,700) and those engaged in elementary occupations (5,100).

Among unemployed persons having worked in the past, it is estimated that
7,200 (3,100 males and 4,100 females) had left their last jobs of their own free will. A
further 1,900, mostly men, had stopped working because of illness or retirement and were
in search of new jobs at the time of the survey. Those Who had been laid off was
estimated at around 13,500 (9,800 males and 3,700 females) while an estimated 2,000

persons did not give any specific reason for leaving their jobs.

Table 12.7 - Estimated unemployed population having worked in the past by reason

for leaving last job and sex, 1995

Reason for leaving last job Male Female Both sexes
Resignation 3.100 4,100 7,200
lliness/injury 800 600 1,400
Retirement 500 - 500
Lay-off 9,800 3,700 13,500
No specific reason 800 1,200 2,000

Total 15,000 9,600 24,600
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13. POPULATION NOT IN LABOUR FORCE

The number of persons not forming part of the labour force (inactive
population) was estimated at around 623,000 in 1995 compared to 624,700 at the 1990
Census. This decrease, coupled with an increase in the labour force during the same
period, has caused the dependency ratio to decline from 144.6 in 1990 to 128.7 in 1995. It
is to be noted that dependency ratio is defined as the number of inactive persons per 100

active persons.

The 1990 inactive population comprised 248,400 children below 12 years
and 376,300 persons aged 12 years or more. In 1995, the number of children below 12
years was estimated at 232,200 while the inactive population aged 12 years and above
was estimated at 390,800. Hence between 1990 and 1995, there has been a decrease of
16,200 at ages below 12 years while among inactives of working age, an increase of
14,500 is noted. However, the proportion of inactives of working age in the total population
of working age has dropped to 45% in 1995 from 47% in 1990.

Both in 1990 and in 1995, females were in majority among persons aged 12
years and above not forming part of the labour force. The figures noted were 275,500
women and 100,800 men in 1990 and 281,200 women and 109,600 men in 1995.
However, during this five year period, the proportion of males has gone up slightly, from
27% in 1990 to 28% in 1995.

13.1  Population aged 12 years and above not in the labour force by age and sex

The figures in table 13.1 show that in 1995, around 136,000 or 35% of the
population of working age not in the labour force were in the age bracket 12 to 19 years.
Most of these young inactives were students. At the other end, those no longer forming
part of the labour force because of old age (60 years and over) formed 21% of the total
inactive population of working age. In consequence, 44% of all inactives of working age

came from the age group 20 to 60 years.



81

However, while nearly 56% of male inactives were in the age bracket 12 to
19 years, and 28% were aged 60 years or more, these proportions only attained 27% and
18% for females. Between 19 and 60 years, a reverse tendency was observed, with

women consistently showing higher proportions at all ages.

Table 13.1 - Estimated population aged 12 years and above not in the labour force

by age and sex, 1995

Age last Male Female Both sexes
birthday Number (%) Number (%) Number (%)
12-19 61,100 55.8 74,800 26.6 135,900 34.8
20-29 6,700 6.1 47,400 16.9 54,100 13.8
30-39 3,300 3.0 49,300 17.5 52,600 13.5
40 - 49 2,900 2.6 34,200 12.2 37,100 9.5
50 - 59 4,400 4.0 25,900 9.2 30,300 7.7
60 and above 31,200 28.5 49,600 17.6 80,800 20.7
Total 109,600 100.0 | 281,200 100.0 390,800 | 100.0

13.2 Population aged 12 years and above not in the labour force by reason for

not being available for work

The largest group of people of working age and not forming part of the
labour force comprises those engaged exclusively in household duties in their own homes.
In 1995, this category of persons, in absolute majority women, accounted for 46% of the
total inactive population of working age. Students and retired persons made up 28 and 16
percent respectively. The remaining 10% included people unable to work because of

illness or disability and those who did not specify the nature of their activities.
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The estimated increase of 14,500 among the inactive population aged 12
years and above between 1990 and 1995 is the net result of substantial increases mainly in
the student population (25,500) and the retired (21,700) coupled with a big decrease of

37,700 in the number of persons engaged in household activities.

Among males, a net increase of 8,800 was noted, mainly due to an increase
of 12,200 among students coupled with a decrease of 2,700 among males engaged only in

homemaking and a decrease of 1900 males not active because of heaith problems.

Table 13.2 - Population aged 12 years and above not in the labour force by reason

for not being available for work and sex, 1990 and 1995

Male Female Both sexes
Reason for not
being available 1990 1995 1990 1995 1990 1995
for work Census | Survey Census| Survey Census Survey
estimates estimates estimates
Household duties 5,900 3,200 | 212,500| 177,500 | 218,400 180,700
Studies 45,100 57,300 40,900 54,200 86,000 111,500
Retired/old age 30,500 30,800 10,300 31,700 40,800 62,500
Health problems 9,800 7,900 7,800 7,500 17,600 15,400
Other 9,500 10,400 4,000 10,300 13,500 20,700
Total 100,800 | 109,600 | 275,500 281,200 | 376,300 390,800

As noted from the figures of table 13.2, the female inactive r;opulation has
increased by 5,700 from 275,500 in 1990 to 281,200 in 1995 while the total female
population has increased by 28,300, that is, from 528,900 to 557,200. This relatively small
increase is mainly the result of the offsetting effect of a substantial decrease of 35,000 in
the number of women engaged exclusively in household activities in their own homes. In
fact, all the other categories of inactive women and girls aged 12 years and above
retired, increase of 40,700.

(students, sick, disabled, etc.) together showed an
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13.3 Population not in the labour force having work experience

Estimates from the 1995 Labour Force Sample Survey show that there were
390,800 persons aged 12 years and above who were not in the labour force. Among them,
95,200 (40,200 males and 55,000 females) had worked in the past. Around 41,500 were
not active at the time of the survey because they had retired from work. A further 13,600
persons having worked before were out of the labour force because of sickness or injury. It

is also to be noted that some 26,800 persons, mostly women, had left their previous jobs of

their own free will and were not available for work at the time of the survey.

Table 13.3 - Estimated population aged 12 years and above not in the labour force

and having worked in the past by reason for leaving last job and sex,

1995

Reason for leaving Male Female Both sexes
last job Number (%) Number (%) Number (%)
Retirement 27,500 68.4 14,000 25.5 41,500 43.6
Resignation 1,700 4.2 25,100 45.6 26,800 28.1
Sickness / injury 7,100 17.7 6,500 11.8 13,600 143
Other 3,900 9.7 9.400 171 13,300 14.0
Total 40,200 100.0 55,000 100.0 95,200 100.0
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14. EVALUATION OF THE 1995 LABOUR FORCE SURVEY DATA

14.1 Current estimates

National estimates of employment and unemployment are worked out every

year using data from the Population Census as well as other sources such as

(i) the Survey of Employment, Earnings and Job vacancies in large

establishments carried out by the Central Statistical Office;

(i) licences and operation permits issued by various government

departments;

(iii) persons registered as unemployed with the Employment Service
Division of the Ministry for Human Resources, Development and

Reform Institutions;

(iv) the number of work permits issued for recruitment of foreign workers.

The labour market situation of the early eighties was characterised by a high
level of unemployment. A labour-intensive export-oriented development strategy

succeeded in changing this picture to one of almost full employment within a few years.

Thus, in 1990, employment in large establishments was on the increase
while registered unemployment was low and decreasing, reported job vacancies in large
establishments were at their highest and recruitment of foreign workers_was felt to be a

necessity. All indicators pointed to a relatively tight labour market situation (Table 14.1).

By 1993, registered unemployment continued to decline, the number of
foreign workers was still rising and there was a 17% increase between 1992 and 1993 in
the number of licences and operation permits issued. But, employment in large

establishments as well as job vacancies reported by these establishments started declining.
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Table 14.1 - Indicators of labour market situation 1983 - 1995

Year Employment Registered |[Job vacancies | Permits issued |Licences and
in large unemployed in large to foreign operation
establishments 1 establishments workers permits
1983 196,000 75,000 505 N/A ‘ N/A
1984 200,000 73,000 819 N/A N/A
1985 214,000 67,000 762 N/A N/A
1986 235,000 55,000 1,696 N/A N/A
1987 257,000 48,000 1,665 N/A N/A
1988 273,000 29,000 3,182 N/A N/A
1989 276,000 18,000 4913 1,654 N/A
1990 284,000 14,000 7,285 1,655 N/A
1991 287,000 12,000 7,052 2,667 N/A
1992 287,000 9,000 5,735 2,013 28,600
1993 284,000 8,000 4,359 6,290 33,500
1994 285,000 8,000 3,657 10,463 37,000
1995 282,000 10,000 3,238 ~ 8,045 40,000

1/ Employment figures are from establishments having 10 or more employees and

exclude foreigners.

It was only in 1995 that all the indicators in table 14.1 showed a definite
turning point. Therefore, with hindsight, the 1995 Labour Force Sample Survey is
considered vital for assessing the exact labour market situation and for obtaining up-to-date

comprehensive data for effective planning.

14.2 Analysis of employment data

Although there are clear indications that the downward trend in
unemployment was reversed in 1995, preliminary analysis of the data collected at the 1995
Labour Force Sample Survey indicates that there may be some over reporting of

unemployment and/or under reporting of employment. Data on employment are examined
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in this chapter to see if some light can be thrown on possible adjustments that could be
made to the national estimates obtained from the survey. The figures for employment in
large establishments used here for the evaluation exercise exclude expatriates since this

category of workers was not included at the 1995 survey.

Table 14.2 shows employment data for 1990 and 1995 obtained from
different sources. Total employment is from the 1990 census and the 1995 survey.
Employment in large establishments is from the annual survey of these establishments.
Employment in ‘other than large establishments’ is obtained by subtraction, but a separate
independent estimate is also shown. This estimate was worked out on the basis of surveys
of small establishments as well as administrative data such as changes in the number of
licence and permit holders (e.g. hawkers, retailers, operators of taxis, buses, vans and
lorries, insurance and real estate agents, etc.) and registration information on professionals
and semi-professionals providing services such as medical and dental care, legal services,

pre-primary education, hair dressing, etc.

Table 14.2 - Changes in employment between 1990 and 1995 in large establishments

and ‘other than large establishments’

1990 1995 Change
Both sexes
Total employed 408,000 436,000 28,000
Large establishments 284,000 282,000 - 2,000
Other: by subtraction 124,000 154,000 30,000
Estimated (161.000) (223,000) (62.000)
Male
Total employed 284,000 299,000 15,000
Large establishments 185,000 182,000 - 3,000
Other: by subtraction 99,000 117,000 18,000
Estimated (112,000) (146,000) (34,000)
Female
Total employed 124,000 137,000 13,000
Large establishments 99,000 100,000 1,000
Other: by subtraction 25,000 37,000 12,000
Estimated (49,000) (77,000) (28,000)
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The data presented in table 14.2 also show that employment in large
establishments declined by some 2,000 between 1990 and 1995 while employment outside
large establishments increased. This increase works out at around 30,000 on the basis of
data obtained at the 1990 census, the 1995 survey and the annual survey of large
establishments. Estimates based on other sources indicate an increase of 62,000.
Although the latter estimated increase may appear too high, it is not unreasonable to
assume that the ‘true’ increase lies between the ‘observed’ 30,000 and the estimated
62,000. The reason is that people, particularly those engaged in the informal sector, have
a tendency to under report employment, either by saying that they are inactive (i.e. not

working and not looking for work) or unemployed (i.e. not working but looking for work).

14.3 Evaluation of unemployment data

It is very difficult to estimate the number of persons who are employed but
who reported themselves as inactive. As regards the unemployed, it is possible to look at
their various characteristics and cross-tabulations of these characteristics, to determine
whether there has been any over reporting in the light of ancillary information about the
labour market situation. Such an analysis of the 1995 survey data has been done and the

main findings are as follows:

(i) The 5,700 (3,600 males and 2,100 females) unemployed first job seekers
aged 12 to 19 years having been looking for a job for one year or more were
probably not among the hard core unemployed. Active job search for more
than 12 months would probably have landed these teenagers with a job, but

possibly not commensurate with their expectations.

(i) The 4,100 (800 males and 3,300 females) unemployed first job seekers
aged 25 years and over having been looking for a job for one year or more
were also probably not among the hard core unemployed, particularly since the
maijority were married women. Such women cannot be regarded as being
‘active job seekers’, i.e. they look for, and take up a particular job according to
whether or not it can be accommodated into their normal ‘private’ life, their own
‘prestige’ considerations, available alternatives, etc.. For example, jobs

demanding long hours of work may not be suitable for many of these married



89

women and hence though they claim to be interested to work, they would not
accept such jobs, specially if these would require them to work late into the
evening. Similarly, high academic educational attainment may be another
reason for some women interested in working, to be still unemployed though
jobs are available. Females with parents’ or spouse’s support who do not
desperately need to work for a living, tend to be more choosy in the kind of jobs

they would take up.

(iii) The 9,800 persons (4,500 males and 5,300 females) who had worked before
but had left their jobs because of resignation. retirement, marriage, etc. were
probably not unemployed for the same reasons as described in (ii).
Furthermore, many of these persons could be engaged in home based
economic activities such as dressmaking, preparation of food items for sale,

backyard production of vegetables and livestock.

(iv) The 3,500 married males who iost their jobs because of reduction in
workforce, cessation of business and completion of contract/job were most
probably working at another job particularly since very few (about 200) persons
were receiving unemployment benefits under the Unempioyment Hardship
Relief Scheme in 1995. It is highly probable that many of the married men who
claimed to be unemployed were already engaged in some form of minor or not
so remunerative work, so as to cater for the needs of their families. while at the
same time being on the look out for a better paid, a less tiresome or a more

‘prestigious’ job.

14.4 Adjustment to employment and unemployment data

The total number of persons identified in the four categories of section 14.4
and who may be considered as not forming part of the ‘hard core unemployed’, is around
23,100 of whom 12,400 males and 10,700 females. It is not easy to decide whether these
persons should be considered as inactive (not working and not looking for work) or
employed. It is proposed that, except for the 3,500 married men in category (iv) who are all

to be considered as employed. the remaining 19,600 be allocated equally to the inactive
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and employed groups. If this is acceptable then adjusted estimates of employment,

unemployment and inactives are as shown in table 14.3.

Table 14.3 - Adjusted estimates of labour force, employment, unemployment and

inactives from 1995 Labour Force Sample Survey

Male Female Both sexes’
Population 12+ years 434,400 440,400 874,800
Labour force 320,400 153,800 474,200
Employed 307,200 142,400 449,600
Unemployed 13,200 11,400 24,600
Inactive 114,000 286,600 400,600

The labour force (economically active population) has been revised
downwards from 484,000 to 474,200 (an adjustment of -9,800), while the inactive

population has been revised upwards by the same number from 390,800 to 400,600.

The employed population is revised upwards from 436,300 to 449,600 (an
adjustment of 13,300) and the unemployed population is revised downwards from 47,700

to 24,600 (an adjustment of -23,100). The adjusted unemployment rate is therefore 5.2% .

14.5 Adjustment to employment data in ‘other than large establishments’

From the revised estimate of total employment and the actual employment in
large establishments (obtained from the annual survey of these establishments), a revised
estimate of employment in ‘other than large establishments’ can be obtained by
subtraction. This is done in table 14.4 which shows that in 1995, out of the estimated
449,600 employed persons, 282,000 were in large establishments and an estimated

167,600 were working ‘outside large establishments’'.
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Table 14.4 - Adjusted estimates of employment in large establishments and
‘other than large establishments’, 1995

Male Female Both sexes
Total Employment 307,200 142,400 449,600
Large establishments 182,000 100,000 282,000
Other than large establishments 125,200 42,400 167,600

14.6 Comparison of aggregate data from the Labour Force Sample Survey with data

from the annual survey of large establishments

From the labour force survey data, the number of persons working in
establishments employing 10 or more persons was estimated at around 274,200, of whom
183,600 were males and 90,600 were females. These figures are as at mid-1995 and
exclude foreigners working on contract in Mauritius. The March 1995 Survey of
Employment and Earnings showed that there were 279,390 Mauritians working in large
establishments (defined to be those employing 10 or more persons) among whom 179,798

were males and 99,592 were females.

The discrepancies noted in the data from these two sources may be due to
the ‘relaxed’ definition of a ‘large establishment’ adopted for the annual establishment
surveys. For ease of data collection, even if they have less than 10 employees, all
government departments, sub-offices of some public enterprises, branches of commercial
banks and few private establishments are considered as large establishments. It has also
been noted that some confusion in the concept of ‘place of work’ has caused some
misreporting of establishment size at the labour force survey. Furthermore, in the case of
non-response at the annual surveys, the usual practice is to maintain the figures obtained

at the preceding round of the survey. This also contributes to the discrepancy.

Figures by sector (given in tables A18, A22 and A31 of the Appendix) have

also been compared with those obtained at the March 1995 establishment survey and have
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been found to be more or less consistent after allowing for sampling error at the labour
force survey. But the total number of females engaged in the EPZ, estimated from the
labour force data was around 45,300 while at the March 1995 Survey, a total of 53,000
(exclusive of foreign workers) was obtained. This may be explained by the fact that some
persons working in EPZ firms may have been classified in private enterprises because of
incomplete and vague establishment names they have reported. Furthermore, as
explained in section 14.3, it is believed that there has been some under reporting in
economic activity, specially in cases where women and young girls, not happy with their

current jobs, were on the look out for more satisfactory ones.



APPENDIX

(1) Tables presented in the appendix are more detailed and the figures
have therefore not been rounded off.

(2) Small discrepancies in the table totals are due to the caiculation

procedure of the software in blowing up the sample data to population
estimates.
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LFSS 2 CONFIDENTIAL

REPUBLIC OF MAURITIUS

CENTRAL STATISTICAL OFFICE

Ministry of Economic Planning and Development

"LABOUR FORCE SAMPLE SURVEY - 1995
INTERVIEWING OF HOUSEHOLDS

GeoGrAPhICAl DISIIICT ..o

REGIONAT SEIALUM ...ttt ettt i i s

FRIMICTAtON Ao © oo oo e e e

Household Serial NoO. ..o oo oot ettt e

Name of Head of HOUSEROIA ...

AAATess OF HOUSEROIA ..o oo o oo e e e e

Telephone NO. (I Q1Y ) .oooois oo o o o i

NAME OF I IV W T .o oo e oo oo e e

INQIIE OF SUPCIVISOT ...\ttt bbb ol s

Signature of Supervisor if present at INtErVIEW ..., Date...........coooii

Edited and coded BY ...... .. oriiii Date ............cc.eoeeen

Checked BY ... oo e e Date ...
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