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• 2015: United Nations Statistical Commission approves the

2020 World Population and Housing Census (PHC)

programme

• The programme:

➢ Recognises the PHC as one of the primary source of data

needed for formulating, implementing and monitoring

policies and programmes

➢ Recognises the PHC as an important source of data for

measuring progress of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

Development

➢ Recommends member states to conduct at least one census

during the period 2015-24

The International Context
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The manual ‘Principles

and Recommendations for

Population and Housing

Census Revision 3’ was

prepared by the Department

of Economic and Social

Affairs, Statistics Division

of the UN and released in

2017 thus providing

guidelines on the conduct

of the census

The International Context 
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The International Context 

The Digital Census

• Use of technology in censuses is now a global trend

• Over 20 African countries conducted digital censuses during 

the 2020 round.

• Mauritius also joined the group

• Tablets for data collection in Mauritius were provided on loan 

by the Kenya National Bureau of Statistics (KNBS), through 

the assistance of UNFPA

• Special thanks to the Government of Kenya, the KNBS and 

the UNFPA for this strategic support.
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• Why undertake a Housing and Population 

Census?

✓ Snapshot of human capital & housing status 

and their spatial distribution

✓ Up to date demographic, social and 

economic characteristics of the population

✓ Provides small area statistics, not available 

from sample surveys

The Local Context
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Legal Instruments

• The Statistics Act empowers the 
Director of Statistics to take a census 
in Mauritius

• Cabinet agreed to the conduct of a 
Housing and Population Census in 
year 2021

• The President of the Republic 
approved the Order and Regulations 
for the Housing and Population Census 
in April 2022

Preparation for Census Taking
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Preparation for Census Taking

• Questionnaires were 

designed taking into 

account user needs

• Questionnaires were 

converted into electronic 

format (CAPI)

• Around 6,600 fieldstaff

recruited and trained 

(theoretical & practical)
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Census Field Enumeration

2022 Housing and Population Census

• 2022: Statistics Mauritius (SM) conducted the 

19th Census for the Republic of Mauritius

• Conducted two phases:

– Housing Census (HC): between 30 Apr and 20 Jun 2022

– Population Census (PC): between 19 Jun and 01 Aug 2022

• Type: Full field enumeration (not register-based)

• Method: Traditional face to face interviewing

• First time use of tablets for census data collection (CAPI)
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Data Processing

• Transmission of data from field through APN 

to Census server

• Data cleaning using batch edit programmes

• Run basic tabulations to detect anomalies in 

the data
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Preliminary Results / Table Reports

• Preliminary results (both HC and PC): Nov 2022

• Table reports released from June 2023 to December 2024:

– Volume I - Housing & Living​​​ Condition​​s​​​​​​

– Volume II - Demographic and Fertility Characteristics

– ​Volume III - Geographical and Migration Characteristics

– Volume IV - Disability

– Volume V - Households ​​Characteristics

– Volume VI - E​​​​ducational ​​Characteristics

– Volume VII - E​​​​conomic ​​Characteristics

2022 Census 

Data Dissemination

11



12

Some Examples of Table Reports



13

Some Examples of Table Reports



14

Some Examples of Table Reports



15

Some Examples of Table Reports



Analytical Reports

• 10 Analytical reports planned to be released

➢Published until now: Population data evaluation, 
Census Methodology

➢Lined up in the pipeline: Census Atlas, RDI, 
Rodriguans in Mauritius

➢More to come next year: Ageing, migration, 
disability, population structure, housing

2022 Census 

Data Dissemination
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Data Accessibility

• Enhanced visibility: reports shared via govmu email

• All table reports available on SM website in excel and pdf 

versions: 

https://statsmauritius.govmu.org/Pages/Censuses%20and%20S

urveys/Census/census_2022.aspx

• Tailored tables produced upon user requests

• Anonymized microdata also available for research

2022 Census 

Data Dissemination
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• Policy making and planning

• For research purposes by research institutions

• For use by business, industry and labour e.g. age and sex 

profiles of specific regions to assess demands for products

• Use as sampling frames for future surveys

• For benchmarking purposes

• For monitoring progress towards SDGs

• To provide statistics to international organisations

Some Uses of Census Data
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Importance of Census

• The Census is the backbone of official statistics – providing

reliable and comprehensive data on people and housing.

• Supports evidence-based decision-making – guiding policies,

development planning, and resource allocation.

• Ensures inclusiveness – capturing the realities of every household

and community for appropriate actions.

• Together, we build a stronger statistical system – for better

governance and informed society.

19



Infographics

Some Statistics 
from Census
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Annual Population Growth Rate –

Republic of Mauritius

Period TFR

1962 -1972 4.8

1990-2000 2.2

2000-2011 1.8

2011-2022 1.4

The population growth is directly related to the level of fertility • Population growth rate is 

directly linked to fertility

• After 2000, fertility is below 

replacement but growth is 

still positive 21



Population Pyramid 

1972 & 2022 Censuses

For 1972:

• Wide base indicate high fertility

• Rapidly shrinking body with increasing age indicate high mortality

For 2022, the opposite is true 22



Statistics on Household
2011 2022

Overall 21 26

Among heads of 

households aged

60+ years
36 35

Overall average 

houshold size 3.5 3.3
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Distribution of Size of Households 

by Sex of Head of Household 

Census 2022

• Among households 

headed by females, 

more than 50% are 

of size 1 or 2

• Among households 

headed by males, 

almost 50% are of 

size 4 or 5+
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Activity Rate 

2011 & 2022 Censuses

• Among young adults, economic activity starts at a later age in 2022

• Between 2011 and 2022, increase in activity is more significant among females
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Educational Attainment of Population aged 

2 years and over by sex, 

2011 & 2022 Censuses

• Educational attainment at secondary and tertiary levels have improved 

from 2011 to 2022

• At tertiary level there is almost no gap between the sexes in 2022
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Population with 

Tertiary Education

• There is an improvement in tertiary education between 2011 and 2022

• Plaines Wilhems and Moka at the top
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Tertiary Education &
Gender Dynamics

• Disparity between sexes is narrowing
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