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FOREWORD

Statistics Mauritius conducted a Housing and Population Census in year 2011. Census 2011 was the eighteenth for the Island of Mauritius and the eighth for the Island of Rodrigues. 

A series of table reports covering housing and living conditions, geographical and migration characteristics and demographic, fertility, disability, educational and economic characteristics was published during the following year. Analysis and evaluation of the census data are currently being carried out and the results published in a series of analytical reports. 

This report, which is the ninth of the series, presents a set of Relative Development Index for electoral constituencies. 
It is hoped that the report will be useful to the public in general and in particular to policy makers, planners and researchers. 

I would like here to thank members of the public for their understanding and co-operation during Census 2011. My thanks also go to all persons and staff who contributed in one way or another to the production of this report. 
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Relative Development in Electoral regions

1. Introduction
The Relative Development Index (RDI) is a composite index that measures the relative achievement of sub-regions of the country in dimensions of development. Variables included in the construction of the index are limited to those derived from Housing and Population Censuses, these being the only sources of comprehensive data at the sub-regional level. The methodology is given at Annex 1.

The RDIs have already been published for Municipal Wards (MW) and Village Council Areas (VCA) based on 2000 and 2011 Census data, according to MW and VCA boundaries applicable at the respective censuses.  The results can be accessed at the following link: http://statsmauritius.govmu.org/English/StatsbySubj/Pages/Poverty.aspx
This report presents a new set of RDIs for electoral constituencies.  The main aim is to identify areas in which progress could be made for future policy interventions.

How to interpret the Relative Development Index of electoral regions?
The RDI ranges between 0 and 1, where index values near 0 indicate the least developed areas and index values near 1 indicate the most developed areas.
2. Highlights

a) The most developed electoral constituencies are exclusively urban with Constituency 18-Belle Rose & Quatre Bornes being topmost.

b) All constituencies of Port Louis trail behind the other urban constituencies. Constituency 3-Port Louis Maritime & Port Louis East ranked last in the island of Mauritius in 2011.

c) Constituency 8-Quartier Militaire & Moka is the most developed constituency among all the rural constituencies.

d) The island of Rodrigues ranks lowest among all constituencies of the Republic of Mauritius.

e) From 2000 to 2011, all constituencies became more developed. Constituency 10-Montagne Blanche & Grand River South East posted the biggest improvement in the island of Mauritius and jumped from 19th to 14th place out of the 20 constituencies of the island. All four constituencies of Port Louis however moved down in RDI ranking.
3. RDI of electoral constituencies 
3.1 The overall RDI

The most developed electoral constituencies are exclusively urban…
Based on the 2011 RDI, the most developed electoral constituencies are exclusively urban with Constituency 18-Belle Rose & Quatre Bornes taking the lead by far, followed by Constituencies 15-La Caverne & Phoenix, 16-Vacoas & Floreal, and 17-Curepipe & Midlands.

.. but constituencies in Port Louis lag behind

Electoral constituencies falling in Port Louis however lag behind, and are mainly at the bottom end of the spectrum.  Out of the 20 constituencies in the island of Mauritius, Constituency 3-Port Louis Maritime & Port Louis East ranks last, Constituency 4-Port Louis North & Montagne Longue ranks 18th, Constituency 1-G.R.N.W. & Port Louis West ranks 15th while Constituency 2-Port Louis South & Port Louis Central ranks in the middle (9th).

Quartier Militaire & Moka ranks high in terms of development 

Within the rural regions, Constituency 8-Quartier Militaire & Moka ranks high with an RDI of 0.7956.

The island of Rodrigues trails behind the island of Mauritius 

The island of Rodrigues, with an RDI of 0.5592, trails significantly behind the constituencies of the island of Mauritius where the last ranked constituency has an RDI of 0.7172.

Figure 1 - Ranking of constituencies1 based on 2011 RDI, Republic of Mauritius 
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1 Based on current constituency boundaries gazetted in April 2000.
3.2   Differences across domains

The RDI is a composite index of 12 indicators drawn from three domains, namely:

· Domain 1 – Housing; 

· Domain 2 – Education; and
· Domain 3 – Employment.
The scores and ranking of each constituency by domain are shown in Table 2.

Domain 1 - Housing 

Overall, housing conditions seem adequate in most of the country except Rodrigues.  The island of Rodrigues warrants attention on all fronts apart from home ownership (Table 1).  In particular, there is need to improve the toilet system since as many as 1 out of every 2 households do not have flush toilet facilities. 

Table 1 - Percentage of households with selected housing characteristics, 2011 Housing Census

	Country/Island
	% of households

	
	with piped water
	with electricity
	 with flush toilet
	living in dwellings of concrete walls/roof
	with 1 or more rooms per person
	which are owner-occupied 

	Island of Rodrigues
	94.8
	95.6
	50.9
	75.2
	69.2
	93.9

	Island of Mauritius
	99.7
	99.6
	97.9
	94.1
	77.9
	88.7

	Republic of Mauritius
	99.5
	99.4
	96.4
	93.5
	77.6
	88.9


Within the island of Mauritius, there are no sizeable differences between constituencies.  Constituency 18-Belle Rose & Quatre Bornes which has the highest RDI is not first on housing mainly due to higher percentage of renters than Constituencies 7-Piton & Rivière du Rempart, 8-Quartier Militaire & Moka, and 15-La Caverne & Phoenix.

Constituencies 2, 3 and 4 in Port Louis have a relatively high proportion of households (around 6%), living in less durable types of houses with walls made of iron or tin sheets.

In addition, Constituency 3-Port Louis Maritime & Port Louis East also has a problem of overcrowding with as many 5% of households living in houses with more than 2 persons per room.

Domain 2 – Education

Overall, education seems quite good in many constituencies of the country.  Rodrigues again warrants attention with only 22% of the population having attained SC level or higher as compared to 35% for the island of Mauritius. A potential area for improvement is to increase secondary school enrolment which stood at only 74% against 78% for the island of Mauritius.

Within the island of Mauritius, the urban constituencies tend to fare better.  

Constituency 14-Savanne & Black River ranks lowest mainly due to its relatively low secondary school enrolment (72% compared to 78% for the island of Mauritius).  Constituency 1-G.R.N.W. & Port Louis West though at the middle of the ranking with regard to education, is at risk of falling to a lower rank since it also has a relatively low secondary school enrolment (73%). 

Constituencies 10-Montagne Blanche & G.R.S.E., 6-Grand Baie & Poudre D‘Or and 11-Vieux Grand Port & Rose Belle fall at the bottom of the ranking mainly due to relatively low proportions of persons having attained SC level or higher (around 30% compared to 35% for the island of Mauritius), or being literate (around 87% against 90% for the island of Mauritius) though they do well when it comes to school enrolment.  Such constituencies are expected to catch up in future.

Domain 3 - Employment 

With regard to labour characteristics, there are important differences between constituencies within the Republic of Mauritius and even within the island of Mauritius.  

Rodrigues ranks last due to higher unemployment and less qualified workforce.

Constituency 18-Belle Rose & Quatre Bornes tops the list mainly due to its relatively high proportion of 42% of workers occupying high positions such as legislators, senior officials and managers; professionals; and technicians and associate professionals (defined by major groups 1-3 of the National Standard Classification of Occupations) as compared to 23% at national level.

Constituency 12-Mahebourg & Plaine Magnien has the highest unemployment rate in the island of Mauritius (10.2% against 7.3% for the island of Mauritius) and necessitate policy interventions to create jobs.

Table 2 – Ranking of constituencies based on the 2011 overall RDI and its domains
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3.3 Strengths and potential areas for improvement
The following policy-relevant conclusions have been drawn from a review of the RDI of the sub regions in each constituency.

Table 3 - Potential for improvement highlighted in the 2011 RDI by constituency
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1 Sub regions with lowest RDI whose population make up 5% of the population of the island of Mauritius.
3.4 Trends in RDI, 2000 and 2011

Based on RDI, all constituencies became more developed in 2011 than in 2000. 

The top six places were still occupied by the same urban constituencies.  The key change was that Constituency 17-Curepipe and Midlands went down from 2nd to 4th place.

[image: image4.emf]Census 2000 Census 2011

1. Belle Rose and Quatre Bornes 1. Belle Rose and Quatre Bornes

2. Curepipe and Midlands 2. La Caverne and Phoenix

3. La Caverne and Phoenix 3. Vacoas and Floreal

4. Vacoas and Floreal 4. Curepipe and Midlands

5. Beau Bassin and Petite Rivière 5. Beau Bassin and Petite Rivière

6. Stanley and Rose Hill 6. Stanley and Rose Hill

Top six Constituencies


As regards Port Louis, all its four constituencies moved down in RDI ranking.  A notable decline was in Constituency 4-Port Louis North & Montagne Longue which fell from 15th to 18th place.
By contrast, Constituency 10-Montagne Blanche & Grand River South East was the fastest mover (+0.1225 point) in the island of Mauritius and improved from 19th to 14th place largely as a result of availability of improved toilet facilities, less crowded houses, and higher education and employment levels.

Rodrigues, though still at the last place, showed the maximum improvement with a +0.2114 point increase.
Table 4 –RDI by Constituency, 2000 and 2011 Censuses
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Figure 2 – RDI by constituency1 based on 2000 and 2011 Censuses, 
Republic of Mauritius 
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    1 Based on current constituency boundaries gazetted in April 2000.
4.  Notes

4.1 Contact Persons
For further information regarding the statistics presented in this report, contact:

Ms N. Gujadhur, Statistician (Email: ngujadhur@govmu.org)

Ms C. Rughoobur, Statistician (Email: crughoobur@govmu.org)

Mr. S. Mungralee, Senior Statistician (Email: amungralee@govmu.org)

Statistics Mauritius

Tel: (230) 2081800

Fax: (230) 211 4150

Website: http://statsmauritius.govmu.org
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