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Background 

CensusAtSchool  (C@S) was first conceptualized in United Kingdom.  Today, it is conducted in many countries such as Australia, South Africa, New Zealand, Canada and Mauritius.

C@S project has been conducted for the first time in Mauritius by the Central Statistics Office (CSO) in collaboration with the Ministry of Education and Human Resources.  C@S was, then, included as one of the school activities in the ‘Calendar of Co & Extra-Curricular Activities 2011’.        

The objective of the C@S is to promote statistical literacy and build awareness of the 2011 Housing and Population Census.

The project has been rolled down in 18 primary schools (14 government and 4 Roman Catholic Aided) around the island of Mauritius during the period February 2011 to July 2011.   In each school, one class of Standard V students, selected by the headmaster, participated in the project.  

Each school was visited twice by CSO staff.  On the first visit, there was a simple presentation on data collection, and why and what are statistics, followed by a small class exercise.  Students were then explained about the 2011 Housing and Population Census and they were asked, together with their family, to fill in a simple ‘Mini Survey’ questionnaire comprising 11 questions pertaining to their family members, housing conditions and amenities available at home.   On the Second visit, the results based on the ‘Mini Survey’ were presented and the use of such information produced on a larger scale for the Republic of Mauritius was then discussed.  
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