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This report is the fifth of a series of analytical reports
to be prepared by the team set up to work on the evaluation and analysis
of the 1983 Housing and Population Census data. This team of eight Statis-
ticians and demographers from this office and the Ministry of Health started
work in 1984 under the supervision and guidance of Dr. K. V. Ramachandran,
Regional Advisor at the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa.
Dr. Ramachandran has adlready undertaken five short missions up to now to
monitor the work of the analysts which will finally result in the publication
of analytical reports on Evaluation of age-sex data; Education; Households
and Housing Needs; Populaticn Distribution and Migration; Economic Activity;
Nuptiality and Fertility; Health; Morbidity and Mortality; and Projections.
The analytical reports published so far deal with evaluation of age and sex
data (June 1985), education (June 1986), households and housing needs (July
1986), and economic activity (April 1987).

The present report deals with the analysis of population dis-
tribution and migration. Most of the proven methods and techniques have
been used to determine the pattern of net internal migraticn especially
over the five year period prior to the census date. The repori also codn-
tains maps depicting more clearly the net movements of the population over
the island. Although it has not been possible to elaborate on the causes
of internal migration through lack of appropriate information, it is hoped
that this first report on migration will be useful to planners and pclicy
makers whose decisions, besides other factors, directly or indirectly
influence migration.

I should like to express here once again my thanks to the ana-
lysis team and their staff for all the efforts that were put into the ana-
lysis and preparation of this report. My thanks alsc go to the United
Nations Fund for Population Activities and to the United Nations Economic
Commission for Africa for financial and technical assistance. Finally,
the whole census team and myself are most grateful to Dr. K. V. Ramachandran
for his excellent guidance and supervision.

D. Zmanay
Director of Statistics

Central Statistical Office
Rose Hill
Mauritius
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Chapter I

INTRODUCTICN

The focus

Two of the important assets of a country are its people (runan
resource) and the iand. It is throuzh the proper utilisation and
management of these two valuable resouxces that countries could aim ©o
achieve a satisfactory and fulfilling life for its people. Especially
in small countries like Mauritius with limited land resources and &
growing population ever aspiring to have an improved standard of liviugzg,
the way how the land and human resources are utilised, plays an important
role in determining whether the country is heading towards progress or

otherwise.

Mauritius is essentially an agricultural country with about
97,800 hectares (52‘5% of total land area) under'sugar cane. Foresgt
resexrves. and rain water catchment areas, rescrvoirs, ponds, etec.
occupy about 75,000 hectares (40.5) znd another 1,500 hectares (leso
than 1%) is used by public roads (excluding farms roads) and the
remaining about 12,000 bectares (6.4%) cre built up areas. Since podu-
lation is increasing and expected t- increase in the future, more 1lond
will haﬁe_to be diverted for housing, recreation, infrastructure,
industries, etec. to cater to the increased neceds, ond this will mean
depletion of either agricultural lands or zncroachment on forest reserveo
and the environment. Already substonitin~l cmount of land has been diverted
to housing construction from prime agricultural land as in Quatre Bornos
ond Coromandel. Even a few main rural agzlomerations or villages lilte
Triolet, Piton, Terre Rouge, Long Mouat-in in the North; Moka, St. Pierrec
and L'Avenir in the Centre; Petite Rividire and Richelieu in the West and
Centre de Flacq in the East hove gprouted on prime agricultural land
highly suitable for sugar cane. Iigration from FPort Touis to the surrowr -
ding distficts Moka and Pamplemousses is still going on and the competi-
tion for land use is acute. Another finding is that land availability
and land prices in Port Iouis ore such that people cannot afford te stoy
in these places in competition with business, trade, commerce, etc. Out
migration of population ond in movement of such establishments is the

consequencs.

The available and limited lond resources of the country has

several competing demands ond these are accantuatéd by the growth and



distribution of the population ond their ever increasing needs for Ffood,
ghelter, recreation, employment, infrastructure, omenities, water, rIw
materials, and unpolluted environmmert. The use of the land should be
such as to optimise its returns and to onsure as little damagevto the
environment and ecology as possible. This will depend upon the qualit:
and type of land available, the types of uses to which it can be put to,
the level of technological development cnd the needs and aspirations of
the population. Improper and intpprovzinte use of land and related
resources could result not only in sub-optimal returns, it could also

result in irreparable damage and thus Jjeopardise future generations.

Thus every goverrnment is concerned with the appropriateness
of land use patterms and this in turm is influenced by population aize
and distribution. Hence the spotial distribution of population and tie
use of land and related resources are as important as the guantity oud
guality of the population and the laad in the country. Therefore o
proper bolance between the land ond its people is o pre—requisite in
any attempt at monagement of the two importont resources -~ population

and land.

The goverrmment of lMauritius s perceived that the spatial
configuration of its populabtion is inuppropriste ond has indicated Gt
policies should be implemented to (i) »reserve agriculturally productive
land (ii) promote better distributioa »f housing (iii) develop towns
and main villages and (iv) improve inter region and intra region traific
Ffiows. This calls for the adoption »f 2 national housing policy and o

national physical plan.

The main goal of 2 national physicnl strategy is the creation
of & better environmment for the populatior of the country with the
following specific objectives "(2) Preservation of agriculturally productive
lond through o strict development coatrsl policy and by increasing over. .l
density within those parts of Mauritivs which are already urbonised
(b) Identification of industrial est.ter in both urban =ond rural setile-
ments to provide an ndequate geogropnic digtribution of job opportunitie:
in relation to place of residence (c) Promotionn of better living throug:
the adoption of a national housing rolicy which would include the plonned
development of housing estates ns well os the replacement of slums on
land in private ownership (d) Impr-vement of inter urboan and intra urbsn

traffic flows through the formulation of long term road schemes 2nd



short term traffic monagement projects (e) Provision of further
recreational facilities within the frome work of a national policy for
outdoor and indoor recreation including plons for development of -beaches
end inland areas of great laondsecape volue and scenic interest,'1l/

But this is not aimed specifically to adjust patterns of spatial

distribution for demographic reasons.

The objectives were further elucidated in the latest develon-
ment plans. For instonce it is stoted, ‘'The orderly development of
human settlements, efficient distribution of socio-economic activities
and the careful exploitation and protection of the national resources
form a vital part of the overall development plan of a country. TFox -
country as small as Mauritius, the moxirum utilisation of available sooc
and resources is o primary objective. The issues and problems of
efficient and rational distribution of investment ond resources — whic.
can equitably sustain and support the vopul ybion cnd provide for all

basic human needs — cut across all sections of the country," 2/

Establishment of priorities for the development of particular
geogrophic areas and of towns ond main villoges will be the first cunsi-
deration in the physical plimning exercise. Identification of industri<.
genes, new housing gzones, improvement Hf public utilities, developnent
of new roads aond designation of additicnal open spoces are also given due
prceminence in the plan. Even though the stroagety is not primarily crrived
at modifying the demographic trends in the island, its full implement.bi::
will have demographic consequences and especially in respect of spatiod
distribution of population. The physical plonning strategy is coupled
with policies to modernise agriculture nnd improve the quality of life Z..
rural areas. The rural development Hreogrome was initiated to reduce
unemployment among male youths by using lobour intensive techniques 2nd
wculd ensure growth with socisl justice cnd equity. This progromme is
suppcrted by plans to develop rural infrastructure -~ housing, markets,
health and educational facilities, wnter supply, sewerage, village Linlls,
etc, These activities even thouch not directly aimed . for demographic

changes, will have effects un mortality, nigration and fertility.

1/ Physical planning oand environment — Iouritius 1975-80 Five Year
Development Plan for social and economic development, Port Louis
1976.

2/ Ministry of Economic Plamning cnd Development, 1984-86 Development
Plan, Port Louis 1985.



The policies enumercted ~bove lLiave kept in mind the faoect that
Mauritius has limited land resources, is lacking in raw materials and i
neral resources, has a. huge prceportion »nf the arable land under cultivabico
¢f sugar cane which contributes substontiol amounts through foreign
exchonge earnings, and that tourism is yet cnother important source of
income and employmer and any tompering with these existing realities wmr:

endanger the very existence and well being of the country.

Thus it is very importrnt that 2 study be done on the patiter:
of settlement of the populotion and the movements within the country ..o
that appropriate zction can be token o stop nny undesirable developmenico

and chonnel population settlement ond lond use in 2 judicious way.

This report is an attempt ot cnalysing and interpreting findiz s
from the only source of such information - the Census of 198%. Dven
though similar data was collected in ".972 ond earlier censuses,no indeni

cnalysis and utilisation of the data were attempted.

The basic information on wirich the study is based are the diirect
questions on migration, vig plice ~f usunli residence a year ago and 5 - e ro
ago and place of emplﬂyment in addition %o place of usual residence d
place of enumeration (de facto census). TPloce of birth statistics were
net cellected in 1983 even though such infermotion was collected in 1977
and earlier enumerations. From the two census age sex distributioné,
estimates of migration are also worked cut which give ideas about the

volume and streoms of inter censal migration.

Information on population distribution, density and coacentriion
cre cbtained from geographic identificotion of individuals and houselold: .
The main thrust ¢f the stud,; is obviously internal migrotion
tnd the consequent changes in population dispersion and agglomeration.
However some‘dnalySis of internation~i migrdﬁion 2lso is given based on
infcrmation cblléctéé at border pcris — drport and harbour. It is to b

noted that a guestion on nationality was included in the census.

Before going into the ona'ysis of the data, some historical
background which has implications on the existing and unfolding

ropulation distribution in the countr is giveu below.




1.2

Iocation ond historical perspective

The island of Mauritius which as o population density of
nearly 520 inhabitants per sq. km (in 1983) is situated in the Indian
Ocean at about 1,900 km from the east coast of Africa _between the latitudes
19°58" and 20°32' South and longitudes 57°17! and 57 46' East.

The island wos uninhabited excepting for occasional visits by
some Arabs and later by some Europecns. The Dutch were the first to
ottempt the colonisation of the islond in the seventeenth century. Tie
brought some slaves from muinland Africnh rnd the island of Modagasear.
Later on, the French took possession o=f the island in 1715 five yeaors
after the Dutch had abandoned it. Soon after their occupation, the French
introduced Indions who were working e slaves in the Isle of Bourbon
nearby (now Reunion Island) into M~uritius known then as Isle de France.
The number of Indian slaves in 1767 nag beeun estimated at 1,000 nd
Pierre Poivre, a French cdministrator under Lobourdonnais, wanted 6o
import several thousonds more. By 1806, the Indian slaves numbered

6,162.

Free Indian lobourers hod nlrendy been introduced by the Irenclh:
governor, Mahé de Labourdonnszis, as nenticned in his report for the ye. rs
1735-40, but this number of free Indirns remained small for & long tiae |
even ofter the British coptured the inl-mid in 1810. It was only after
the sbolition of slavery in 1833 resulting in searcity of ilobour that
the British brought in Indiane by the thousands in the succeeding yenrs '

to work on the sugar plantations. \

The other main componert >f the slove population consisting cof
negrces wos imported in great numbers by Labourdonnais from Mozmambique
and Madagascar In 1767, the negro slaove population reached some 15,C0C
as compared with the 1,000 Indion slaves mentioned above. Between 1735
and 1767, it can be assumed that more thin 20,000 slaves were landed in
the island but that number was reduced duc to o high mortality rate ~nd

a low birth rate because of the grest »reponderance of male slaves,

As regords the European imigront population, their number
vas small and in 1767, Poivre found thnt there were only some 2,300
whites. Those immigrants did not sty for grod and usually went back
t0. Fronce after making o fortune. About 30 years later, their number

increased to 6,200 and the muin re.::mn for this increase was that ther”



small

were no longer anxious tc go back to Pruance because of the
123

Revolution.

Eorly population settlement patterns

When the Dutch abandoned tlie islind in 1710, they left

behind the rebel slaves whom they were unable to subdue. Those rebeis
were the first to colonise the interir of the islond ond were Llorge '™
resprnsible for the Dutch failures t: nettle on high grounds whicl: were
relatively safer ond better from thwe h1e. lti. roint of view. Thus the
Duteh settlers occupied during the firct port of the 18th Century threo
main districts namely Port North-Vent (ncw Tort Louis), Filocq and Dlacl:
River. It was reported that mony Eursneun immigronts under the Dutel
cceupation and i1nter on, the French too, trving to settle ~n the Cerox ..
Plateau were killed by the fuzitive s .owes who fought with determiniiei:
by o Dutch governcr in 164& was unsuccessiul in their task to hunt down

the fugitives.

The French occupation of the islond started in 1715. Seven
years after they set foot ovn the ic2and, they created two small settlo-—
mnents — one in the north west and -~nothner in the south east.Thaege two
settlements have grown into what are now Port fLouis and Mshebours
respectively. They rivalled enchh other in those days but due to the
adverse effects of the gouth—east trade winds upon the ships in huartour,
ITohebourg known then as Port Bourbon becmme less importont. Port Louin,
sheltered by the Moka mountzin ronge, wos favoured and further develsped
by the settlers French gettlement in tie interior of the isiand g o
the Central Plateau was made possible under the governorship of

Lebourdonnais through the constructisn of better roads ond stroager

3108

fcr their liberty. Even on expeditinsuia frrce of 50 armed men despobuis

buildings 2s well n& because of the sovere repression of the rebel slava. .

The emergence of smoll villages proper followed the abolitio:
of slavery in 1833 that is after the British had occupied the island. The
slaves who were proud of their newly acquired freedom left the comps
sugar plantations where they were kept in bondage, to settle -n their .37
plontations, cultivating vegetobles. ihe result was that labour becx o
scarce on the sugar plantations leadiag to ~ massive import of loabourers

from India. The conditions of work Tor

tire free Indion labourers wers 1o

much .better than those of the Toxmer sloves cnd many of those free Indio.s

left the camps and joined the emoncip..ted free slaves in the growing

villages.




1.3

Spatial ond temporal aspects of migraticn

Any study of migration should specify the time reference
period and the spatial units considered. 3Since the census is the conly
source of information; therefore the tie reference is constrained [N
ovailability of dato. Migratior data was ccllécfed in-rGSpeoi of reaidence
in 1978 and 1982 that is five years .and one ycoar boefor: the census date.
Using the 2 census enumerations one c-uld indirsctly astimate net
migration for the 11 year intercensal pericd. Sinc: this would involve
dealing with unconventional age gr.ups, it was deciaed %o convert the
interval into 10 years by carrying forward the 1972 population by cge ol
sex to 1973 i.e. one yéaf ahead so thnt the interval becomes exactly ten
vears. Even though. some informaticn is leost by this dedge which noy oiso
distort the picture slightly, the advontoges are man inéluding simplicity

of estimations.

In the census a question was asked on migravion related to work,
and since the query pertains ts current reridence aond place of work it

gives 2 snapshot of the pattern of movelents to workplace as of 1983.

Regarding spatial aspects, in HMruritius The 9 districts and
the 5 murnicipalities are reorganised administrative and geographic
entities. There are mony village councils ond other localities well
designated but they are too many to be included in a study of migration
based on census data. Such detailed studies would call for direct
guestions on migration, causes of movements, consequcnces on sending =nd
receiving areas, ond characteristics of nigrants bofe.s and after the
move. However it is recognised that the districis ure oo large and
heterogenous and some further breckdown weould be useful for meaningful
interpretation of results. Thus an attaupt was made to delineate smaller
regions keeping in mind that (i) their totnl »uber be not very large
(say 15 -~ 25) (4ii) each region should be built up around a growth pole
consisting of one or more agglomerations of say over 5.000 inhabitants
ond (iii) the regions should not »verlap the existing wund rczcognised
geographic district boundaries so that combinsiions of ~ecions would

correspond with districts.

A total of 24 regions was accordingly identificd of which
4 municipalities i.e. Quatre Bornes, Curepipe, Vaco~s-Phoenix, Beau
Bassin~-Hose Hill in the district of Plaines Vilhems would be separate

regions, the district and municipality of Port Lovis would be split




into 2 regions (North and South) in view of lmown differences of
settlement and movements within and between these two regions, and
the remaining 7 districts would constitute 2 regions each based on
~identified growth poles in each section. TIlaines Wilhems was further
subdivided into 4 more regions which ~are rural and outside the
municipalities. The growth poles are itnosge village council areas
which have shown a continuous increase in their population size over
time and are heading towards rapid urbanisation although legally

they are not considered to be urban nlaces as they do not fall withia
the designated urban (municipal) areas. Cther attracting localities
within these regions have hotel resorts and industrial enterprises

vhich provide jobs to people in their rurroundings.

— e e e e e e e e




Chapter II

POPUTATICN DISTRIBUTION

Introduction

The spatial distribution of population is as important, if
not more so, then its size, growt: and structure. Especially in a smoll
country like Mauritius with limited land ccupeting for various types ol
uses, it is essential that the man-land relationship is very much taken
care of; if optimum use of this scarce and valuable commodity is to be

ensured.

Not every locality is equally attractive for human settlement.
Topography, climate, vegetation, soil conditions, availability of raw
materials, water, infrastrueture, facilities and several other factors
impinge on the spatiai distribution of a population. Whereas some of
these are not possible.to be altered, there are quite a few policy optiu:c

+

open for a government to modify severail of the above factors in order *.

attract or repel population.

The policies and prograumes abt the same time should keep in
view that Mauritius is still predonminantly dependent on agriculture
especially sugar production and there is scope for diversification;
tourism is atfast growing and important industry and has great potential
for develoﬁment; end that the newl: established and planned‘export
promotion industries should not poliute the environment and should use
the one asset of the country that is an educated, disciplined, motivated
and relatively cheap labour force. Thus any policy on spatial distri-
bution of populatioﬁ should aim at the twin objectives of income generatiun
with equity by alleviation 5f unemployments, removal of social injustices
and protection and enrichmeht of the environment. Since an uncontroslled
use of land will eventually lead toc unitold harm and miséry for the neople,
any imbalances currently present or Likely to develop should be rectified
and removed. As this would need time and reguire bdld decisions, it is
imperative that early measures be talken at the highest levels to implenei:t
action programmes. In order to enunciate appropriate policies and put
them into practice, the administrators need information on the existing

situation and their causes and consequences.
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This chapter tries to 1.0k into some aspects of population

distribution and their changes over space and time in the country and

scme of the possible causes of such patterns.

The present settlement pattern in the country is the result
of administrative policies and general development programmes get un - |
fermer administrators Some of the observed patterns are also due to
geographical, climatic, economic, cultural and physical factors (soil
type, topography, etc. ). Also worulations tend to cluster around
facilities, ammenities and resources. Ilowever, siting of facilities
around population agglomerations t.. take advantage ~f economy of scale
moy also occur. Sometimes financiz.™ iacentives or disincentives noy

induce people to settle ir. one plnce cor oitlhier. TFor instonce, provisgicn

|
\
\
{
of tax rebates, cheaper land prices mnd 1low cost housing may attract I
people to some localities rnd the ovnogite nigy motivate people to move

out of others. In Mauritius, for instunce lLouse rotes are poyable oni)” l
in urban areas and not in rural rezions. Since most of the urban |
facilities and amenities are also available in 'rural! arens ond roads

and transportation are good, the incentives may act as o magnet with no

countervailing disincentives.

Thus population distribution in Mouvritius has been modified
by several factors. We zhall toke 2 lonk ot the pattern of population
dispersion and agglomerntion and study the tread over time so that the
future prospects could be discussed d actions taken to modify the

gituation where ever found necessary.

Before going into ppulation distribution it is necessary be

toake a look 2t the growth of populstion in the designated geographic )
areas (odministrative units comprising the 5 municipalities and the ©
districts), the relative shnre of the country's population in these arers:

and the changes over time.

Table 2.1 gives the percentage distribution of the populaiion

of the c¢ untry enumerated in the 9 districts during the past 4 censuses.

Pomplemousses, Plaines Villieus rnd Black River showed conn'steat

incrense in their shore of the total populaticn whereas Grand Port mnd

Iiokn

Savanne showed continunous decrease. Yividre du Rempart, Flacq and
T ’ Q

&11 showed a decline during 1952-62 but thereafter there were consigitent



— -

- 11 -

Table 2.1 = Percentage distribution of population by districts -
1952 - 1983

Geographical ¥ ? & r -
district 1952 1962 1972 1983
Port Louis 16.86 17.59 16.22 13.83
] Pamp}emousses- 8.12 8.20C 8,32 9.3§ 1
Ri{}ére.du Rempaxrt 8.04 7.82 .8.13 . 8.38
| _Flsca 11:34 | 10.72 10.78 | 11.14 |
| Grana Port 10.05 10.01 9.77 9.64 |
‘_SByapne 7,04 6.60 | 6.45 ¢  6.08
 Plaines Wilhems 29.84 30.54 | 31.31 | 31.44
_ Moka_ . 5457 5.46 ?géam' 6.353
Black River 2.67 2.72 | 3.16 | 3.81

increases. Port Louis on the other hand showed arn opposite pattern:

of an increase during 1952-62 and then a fall thereafter.

Even though birth and death rates may not be the same in all
districts,.it is considered-that relatively higher or iower birth rates
would be associated with similar higher and lower death rates as well
resulfing in not very dissimilar growth rates. Thus since there may
not be much difference between the districts in natural growth the
emerging pattern of gréwth rate as shown in Table 2.2, and-as -carr-be
derived from Table 2.1, has been caused by migration (internal and

partly international).

It is recognised that international migration (emigration)
is mostly from the 5 municipalities, that is from Port Louis and
Therefbre part of the change in population
For instance MATIM 2/

urban Plaines Wilhems.

size may have been induced by emigration.

estimated +that the 5 municipalities lost 34,400 migrants to other
countries but gained 28,500 from other districts. Of this gain
from internal migration, 23,400 went into.the 4 municipalities of
Plaines Wilhems. The magnitude of emigration is not very highs
the annual figure is around 3,000 - 4,000 for the whole country
which accounts only for 0.3% of the population but about a

quarter of the anaual increase in population. Hence emigration

1/ MATIM : Mission d'Aménagement du Territoire & 1'Ile Maurice



- 12 -

may have only limited influence on population size in any given

district since as noted

above most

of the external migration

which usually originates in urban areas is compensated by

movements from the rural areas into the urban localities

vacated by the emigrants.

Table 2.2.— Rate of growth of population by distyrict, 1952-62,

1962-72 and 1372-83 (% average snnual geometric growth)

j __Geographical : . Period -

‘ district | 1952-62 | 1962-72 & 1972-83 r

Port Louis L 3.56 111 | - o.02

Pamplemousses 3.23 @ -~24,09 ; 2.50 :
Riviére du Rampart 2.83 2.34 1.74
Flacg . - 2.54 2.00 1.74
Grand Port 2.73 1.58 1.31
Savanne 2.76 1.35 _! 0.94
g Plaines Wilhemsr1 - 3{§6 2.20 E 1.48
Moka 2.91 2.69 2.12

Black River 3.29 3.49 f 3.16 |

3 Mauritius 3.12 1.94 ? -1.44 é

From the above table we note that Port Louis showed
a decreasing and recently a negative (declining) growtl: rate

whereas Pamplemousses and Black River showed the highest growth
during the recent period. It is therefore obvious that migration
has been increasing during the recent years and selective in terms

of spatiel location.

Taking a look at the urban arecas we sece yvet another dimension
of the migration patterns. The urban population in contrast with
other African and developing countries nas indicated a decline for
its level in 1972 to 1983 and thisAtendency has been evident even
from earlier periods. However the picture of 'urban' and 'rural!
in the context of Mauritius may not be very much comparable with
other countries because here the distinction between the two mey
not be as significant and as a matter of fact many 'rural' localities
in Mauritius will have all 'Urban' characteristics excepting for

the fact that they are administratively not so designated.
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Table 3.3 presents the resulits and we can see that on the

Table 2 3 ~ Population of municipalities 1972 and 1983-end their- wo

relative growth over Lgfgi§5

- :“';“i‘” . Population P?gg;;;;;n Intercensal avé;éééJ“
Innmicipal Council b O, N A annual increase
area 1972 9 1983 1972 1983 197155 i
Port Touis 133,996,4133,702 | 36.7 ! 33.2 .. 02
'Beaw. Bassin/Rose Hill t 80,318; 90,577 t 22.0 § 22.5 f‘ 1.10 ?
! Quatre Bornes 50,770 63,682 + 13.9 / 158 . 2.08
! Vacoas/Phoenix . 47,6387 53,090 : 13.1 1 13.2 0.99
: Curepipe £ 51,9567 62,200 1 14.2 - 15.4 1.65
{ i I ; ; : , .
S ' S ; T
: Urben Population 1364,678 408,251 1 44.1 ¢ 41.7 | 0.92 {
Rzpal Population ;461,5215563,612 55.9 | s58.3 1.83 {
T b L -
Total Topulation 826,199 {966,863 - - l.44
e s ; SR S ek

whole the urban population has not grown as fast as the total populatiorn,
so much so that the urban proportion fell Ifrom 44‘1% in 1972 to 41.7%

in 1983 implying that the rural population grew faster and increased Lo

55.9% in 1972 to 58.3% in 1983.

Within the urban areas we note that Port Louis actually
declined by 0. 2% and took only 33.2% of the total urban population in
1983 as against 36.7% in 1972.
almost as fast as the total papulation ( 1.43% for the 4 tomns togetins:y

A1l tha other towns gained and grew i
as against 1.44% for Mauritiies But within this group Quatre Bornes
grew at the highest rate followed by Curepipe and the other two towns
moved forward at much lower rates than tiie total population.
It may be mentioned that it was during the period immediately”
-aftexr independence in 1968 that Quatre Bornes and Curepipe started
attracting population not only from Toxrt Louls but also from other

districts especially form the 8g8outh suast, west and north east.

It is also to be noted that there are localities with very
dense and large populationscoexisting witli isolated low density small

commmities who may be also experiencing out migration and further
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depletion of their populations. Hence it will be interesting to l.ook i
population dispersion and egglomeration ot 1ower spatial units and see

where they are located, and how the;” have changed.

Population distribution and agglomerstion

As seen earlier, populativn is concentrated in 5 localities
(urban municipality areas) with arowad 427‘popu1ation living in only”
around 5% of the total land area and he:ce having high densities of 3,CC0
to as high as 6,800 persons per sq ka. Slightiy more than 49% of the
ropulation were living in the 98 villaje council areas (VCA) and the
remaining 9 % fell outside municipal council areas(MCA) and VCA's mainly o:

sugaxr estates and in areas just outside the limits of some of the VCA's.

Tables 2.4 and 2.5 give tle VCA's, MCA's and other localitics
writh their size of population, land arcn, and population density foxr 1872
and 1983 respectively. Table 2.6 shows tite distribution of localities by
sizme classes and corresponding popul tio:: in 1972 and 1983. It is obviourn
from Table 2.6 that during the perinsd there hog been o general upgrading
of the localities in respect of population sc much so that all the tovme
are now having population over 50,000 oand only three localities have
nopulation less than 1,000. Out of the 8 VCA's more than a third (33)
hove population over 5,000 -nd constitute 6555 of tlhe VCA population ci
around a third of the total population of Mauritiue. It is therefore
clear that population is getting mcre nd more nucleated and concentinted
in a few localities. Many VCA's als)y have quite o high population
density (Teble 2.5). Tor instonce 40 VCA's have o density of over 1,CO0U
vrer sq km and up to even 9,600 in lichebouxry, VCA which in turn is well
cbove the 6,800 of Beau Bassin/Rose 11113, the most densely populated
auong the MCA's. Howeverx it should be »nointed out that the entire axen
of llahebourg VCA (1.5 sq km) which conastitutes 0.08% of the total orecn
cf Mauritius is occupied mostly by residenticl localities. On the cotiier
hand the northern and western part of DBenu Bassin/Rose Hill with about
13 sq km have not yet reached their Full copocity whilst another loxrge

portion is occupied by trade, businesn ond industry.

Port Louis, the capital; rinls l..st cmong the MCA's in density
but is gtill leading in termms of ponulation size for a single a2dminis-—
trotive locality. This is partly due to the vast areas unsuitable for

hobitaotion running to the ridge of the mcuntain range forming its inlond
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able 2.4 - Concentration of population by region, 1972

Mot smg 4 e o a3

e 4 men e B oW

"f:egggion . Pobulaﬁzaz' g of Cumulative % of 4dﬁﬁglajiva
(MUnl?lpal'and village densify P; lntion aq of ren woen
gouncil area) per Xm L :populatlon_ n%ﬁ:“wi
Mahebours Ve8.A h - 9,696.1 E 1.85 1168 " o.08 0.1 ;
Beau Bnasin/Rose Hill MJC.A Do6,172.1 L 9,72 11.6 0.70 C.t.
Piton V.C.A. i 4,358.1 | 0.46 ! 12,0 . 0.05 R
Curepipe II.C.A. ¢ 3,581.7 5.29 ' 18.3 ; 0.78 , 1.5
Quatre Bomses M.C.A. | 3,554.8 | G.l4  + 245 | O.77 2.4
Vacoos/Thoenix M.C.A. E 3,540.0 ! 5,76 30,2 0.72 Z.1 é
Souillac V.C.A. b 3,519.4 0.41 30.6 0.05 %1 -
Port Louis M,C.A. 3,398.2 | 16.21 46.8 2.12 } 5.3 !
Chemin Grenier/Chamouny V.C.A. 2,716.8 1.42 48.3 0.23 5.5
Rividre des Anguilles V.C.A. } 2,597.4 0.84 49.1 . 0.14 5. ;
Camp Dicble V.C.A. 2,357.9 0.36 ‘ 49.5 I 0.07 5.7
Rose Belle V.C.A. 2,252.5 0.97 : 50.4 ‘ 0.19 ] .9 E
codlaonds V.CLA. 2,088.2 1.52 . 51.9 } 0.32 E 6.0
ottage V.C.A. 1,957.3 E 0.26 P 52.2 P 0,06 0 6.3
Tenrietta V.C.A. i 1,944.0 : 0.35 52.6 }  o.08 ! 6.4
Saint Pierre V.C.A. E 1,873.5 | 1.15 53.1 ; 0.27 E 6.0
laines des Papayes V.C.A, i 1,813.3 § 0.47 ' 54,2 2 0.12 E 5.7
L'Hscalier V.C.A. b 1,732.4 1 0.70 1 54,9 ; 0.18 1 6.
Surinom V.C.A. } 1,686.8 } 0.67 ! 55.5 | 0.18 Ter
Esperamce Trébuchet V.C.A. 1,567.8 0.19 55.7 1 0.05 Tow |
Central TFloeq V.C.A. 15522.5 1.25 57.0 0.37 7.5
The Vule V.C.A, 1,437.8 0,30 57.% 0.09 7.6y
Triolet V.C.A. §1,40%3.3 1,60 58.9 0.51 8.1 E
Morcellement S+t. André V.C.A. 1,299.4 0.45 59.3 0.15 8.3
Plaine llagnien V.C.A, 1,264.7 0.68 4 60.0 0.24 8.5 E
Poudre d'Or Hombét V.C.A. 1,251.7 0.18 60.2 ; 0.06 | a0 %
Tong lMountain V.C.A. ' 1,240.7 | 0.91 boo61l.1 L 0.33 8.0 !
New Grove V.C.A. 1,000.6 . 0.77 . 1.9 | o.28 L 9.2
Banones VeC.A. i 1,207.9 + o0.05 | 61.9 | 0.02 9.z}
Bon Accueil V.C.A. b1,195.0 | 1.9 | 63.8 0.70 9.9 |
Montagne Blanche V.C.A. 1,132.1 'E 0.52 64.4 0.24 10,1 i
Bambous V.C.A, 1,081.7 | 0.54 % 65.0 i O0.22 10,4
Moka V.C.A. } 1,080.4 E 0.67 ! 65.6 i 0.27 ! 10.6
Union Park V.C.A. i 1,0%1.8 f 0.29 i 65.9 i 0.13 r 10.8 i
Melrose V.C.A. 1,027.4 0.16 1661 ‘ 0.07 ; 10,8 i
Grand River Scuth East V.C.A. 1,023,6 0.25 66.3% 0.11 10.9 f
Bel Air Rividre Siche V.C.A. 1,001.1 1.26 67.6 0.56 11.5
. -
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Table 2.4 - Concentration of population by regiQEuhﬂéil%_QQQHEJQ)

i *“““"“““*azeglon' Populafgg; ;g;;fh“ Gqﬂulative 7 of uﬁﬁiﬁEﬁEZ
E (Mhmicipal ond village ¢ densit Poéul ~tion /)zft- - area 5;22
i___‘_*fT?ﬁf}1‘area' N per &ﬂ, LLLLL bopuiation B
gEcr01gnﬂrd V.C.A. | 991.0 0.39 ¢ 68.0 } 0.7 11.7
' Comp de linsque Pové V.C.A. tr 913.2 0.39 . 68.4 1 0.19 '  11.t
Calebasses V,C.4 » 908.3 ! 0.28 . 68.7 L 0.14 ¢ 12.¢
* Grand Bois V.C.A. S 897.0 ' 0.63 :  69.3  ; 0.31 [ 12.3
Riviére du Rempart V.C.A, 810, 2 [ 0.90 70.2 ; 0.49 E 12.C
Bois Chéri V.C.A. 786.6 0.29 70.5 b 016 | 13.c
| Grand Gaube V.C.A. 770.4 2.75 71.2 | 0.43 13..1
Pamplenousses V.C.A. 760.2 C.58 71.8 0.34 13.7
St. Julien V.C.A. 758.0 0.30 72.1 0.18 13.9
Belle Vue Ilaurel V.C.A. 735.9 0.79 72.9 0.48 1g.C
Petit Raffray V.C.A. 735.6 0.87 73.8 0.53 14.9
Petite Rividre V.C.A. 782.8 0.66 74.4 0.41 15.5
Pond du 8ac V.C.A. 718.6 (O 74.9 0.27 15.0
Canp de lasque V.C.A. 715.3 0.26 75.1 0.16 15.8
rMare La Choux V.C.A. 712.8 0.17 s 75.3 0.10 15.9
éMédine Camp de Masque V.C.A. t652.3 ; 0.57 : 75.9 : 0.39 +  16.3
‘Wouvelle Fronce V.C.A. r 6481 E 0.54 r 76,4 P 0.37 b 16.6 !
iRochSNoires V.C.A. r 613%.2 t 0.74 n 77.2 0.51 L7.1
| Commp Thorel V.C.a. 621.8 .20 77.4 0.14 17.5
0ld Grand Port V.C.A. 602.5 0.24 77.6 0.17 17.4
Dagotidre V.C.A. 599.7 0.43 78.0 0.32 17.¢
Terre Rouge V.C.A, 594.6 1.31 79.3 0.98 13.7
D'Bpin.y V.C.A. 574.6 0.48 79.8 0.37 19.1
amp Ithier V.C.A. 57T4.4 0.35 80.2 0.27 19.4
t Espérence V.C.A, 562.0 0.15 80.3% lo.12 19.5
|St. Julien d'Hotman V.C.A. P 547.8 i 0.26 I 80.6 Poo.21 1 1947
' Pailles V.C.A. ‘ P 544.3 : 0.33 ' 80.9 o271 20.C
%Grand Baie V,C.A. 537.2 0.59 81.5 ¢ 0.48 :  20.5
[ Mare d 'Albert V.C.A. 1 520.3 0.35 81.8 0.30 20.8
ETrou A''"Eau Douce V.C.A. 501.6 0.38 82.2 0.33% 21.1
§Poste de Flocqg V.C.A. 599.7 0.38 82.6 0.34 21 ..
'Baie du Cop V.C.A. b 4686 L o6 b 83,0 o033 1 oai.e
| L'Avenir V.C.A. L 164.4 ¢ 0.23 i 832 L o210 22,0
{Quatre Cocos V.C.A. 1o455.2 P 0.36 b 83.6 0.35 20,73
zPouQre a'0r V.C.A. 152.6 5.30 83.9 0.29 22.06
!Ouatre soeuxrs V.CLA. 437.1 0.27 84.1 C.27 22.9
i“-fventure V.C.A. 114.1 0,35 84.5 0.39 23.7
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ble 2. ~ foncentration of population by rqg;gghguzazjcoqﬁ’d)

N T P v —w A

L&-f‘*i‘imhfﬁiﬁbn _ Popdld?ion Lgféfmh‘ Cﬁm;la;ive % of dﬁﬁgigﬁfg;j
e S S e e e L
are Tabac V.C.A. 102.8 0.20 84.7 % 0.23 23.5
iviéfe des Creocles V.C.A. 378. 4 ; 0.16 b 84.8 E 0.19 ' 23.7
oarticr iilitaire V.C.A. : 370.0 . 0.66 | 8.5 } 0.80 : 2.5
rdve Cocur V.C.A. P 365.3 Po0.27 ¢ 85.8 ¢ 0.33 1 24.
Livia V C.A. © 359.0 L o.36 - 86.1  + 0.4% ¢ 25.7
vostopol V.C.A. i 352.6 { 0.5 - 8.6 | 057 | 25.0
scavelle V.CLA. 351.5 | oc.12 . 8.7 + 0.15 b 25.u
rois Boutiques V.C.A. 345.2 £ 0.46 t 87.2 0.59 25.
ipailles V.C.A. 334.6 P o.25 | 87.% 0.33 26,
pbinte aux Piments V.C.A, 328.9 0.33 g 87.7 0.44 2744
1 4ir (South) V.C.A. 314.6 0.20 i 87.9 0.28 7.0
ividre du Poste V.C.A. 310.1 ' 0.20 E 88.1 0.29 27 .¢
warin V.CL.A. 308.4 E U.17 ! 83.3 0.24 8.2
Hubert V.C.A. P 292.7 % 0.28 % 88.6 | 0.43 . 20..
and Scble V.C.A. ‘ 273.7 b 0.19 g 88.8 P 0.31 g 28.9
i1lebacue V,CLA. E 239.5 P o.21 { 89.0 ! o0.39 é 29.3
ngoman V.C.A. L 233.3 ' 0.8 . 9.2 : 0.34 .  29.¢
bous Virieux V.C.A, P 198.0 L o.a2 o 89.3 ¢ 0.27 ¢ 29.y
aines Tilhems™ P 196.7 Poz.2l 1 9205 1 T.24  : 3T.3
Laura - lialenga V.C.A. 188.6 P 0.10 92.6 1 0.24 37.:
nq Arnents V.C.A. 174.1 0.11 92.7 0.29 37.7%
rande Rividre Noire V.C.A. 168.5 0.18 92.9 0.48 30,7
emencia V.C.A. 155.7 0.1 9%.0 0.42 33.6
is des Jmourettes V.C A. 141.9 0.16 f 93%.2 0.49 39.1
senal V.C..i. 128.9 | 0.15 b 93.4 0.50 29.5
se oyale — Lo Gaulette A E ;

V.C.A. ! 119.2 T 0.22 : 93.6 Poo.83 ¢ 40.4
luny V.C.A. f105.9 . o122+ 93.7 ' oo.a9 i ao.e
v Portt/ r 7.2 . 132 . 95.0 I .21 i 9.1
hre Chicose V.C.A. 54.7 too.or -} 951 % 0.29 |  49.¢
| vidre du Rempartl’ 50.6 b 0.46 E 95.5 | 4.03 5%..
v enne 50 3 1,33 T E 11.77 65,

pramoussesy 49.0 oo E 97.3 I 4.41 69.L
1{:31/ : 45.8 r V.96 . 98.3 ' 9.34 . 79.C
omarel V.Coi. L 39.6 é 0,06 g 98.4 ! 0.70 1  79.7
el River 39.2 0.84 |} 99.2 9.51 89.¢
lic en Floc V.C.A. 32.8 5409 99.3 1.24 90.4
hmq¥/ 32.7 0.71 100.0 9.58 100.

1/ Rest of district

L""'“' -t g ey
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Ioble 2.5 = Concentraotion of resident population by region, 1983

S - x Geug I L=

vy FOTULHETH T CRTREIVE [~ oy O i
! (Imicipol and villoge density Population % of ares ! ot
E .. gcouncil area per Km - V. ... .} populotion 4*‘,f?fff
| Mahebourg V.C.4A. 9,608.1 ' 1.57 1.6 E 0.08 E 0.1
{ Beau Bossin-Rose Hill M.C.4A | €6,842.2 9.23 ! 10.8 I 0.70 4 0.3
" Piton V.C.A. ' 4,915.0 L 0.a5 ! 11.3 . 0.05 L 0.3
y Quatre Bornes MLC.A * 4,426.5 : 5 .56 ; 17.8 0.77 ‘ 1.5
. Curepipe 1M.C.A, ! 4,310.2 E 6.3 E 24.3 . 0.78 E 2o
§ Vacoas-Pioenix M C.A. [ 3,949.8 5.51 | 29.8 o072 b5
E Souillue V.C.A. 3,454.5 ! 0.34 ; 30.1 ; 0.05 1 3.
! Port Louis 11.C.A. 3,384.5 13.84 44.0 i o2.12 | 5.3
Chemin Grenier~Chamouny V.C.A 3,186.9 1L.43 45 .4 0.23 5.5
Rividre des Anguilles V.C.A. 2,929.0 0,81 46.2 0.14 5e0
Rose Belle V.C.A. 2,771.8 1,02 47.2 i 0.19 | 5.c
Goodlonds V.CLA. 2,531.8 1.58 48.8 b 0.32 ; Je2
St. Pierre V.C.i. b 2,388.6 1,26} 0.1 ©0.27 b 5.4
' Comp Diable V.C.A. [ 2,313.8 0.30 ' 50.4  0.07 é 6.5
Plaines des Papayes V.C.A. 2,311.7 ' 0.52 E 50.9 E C.12 ! Ll
| Cottage V.C.a. t 2,219.8 b 0.5 g 51.2 ' 0.06 E 6.7
' Henristta.V.C.A. ; 2,150.6 ' 0.33 . 51.5 , 0.08 . e
: Surinam V.C.4. ' 2,107.% : 0.7z . 52.2 § 0.18 I 6.9
[ L'Escalier V.C.A. 1,972.6 E 0.63 [ 52.9 é 0.18 Tel
. Central Flacq V.C.A. 1,925.0 b 1.36 ! 54.2 0.37 Teb
Eguperonce Trébuchet V.C.A. 1,904.9 ‘ 0.20 54.4 : 0.05 . 745
Triolet V.C.i. b 1,824.1 1.79 | 56.2 0.51 8.0
| The Vale V.C.A. 1,690.7 0.30 56.5 0.09 8.1
Bambous V.C.d. 1,665.9 0.70 I 57.2 0.22 8.4
Morcellenent S+t. André V.C.A. 1,625.5 0.48 57 7 0.15 3.5
i Plaine llagnien V.C.A. t 1,570.3 c.72 1 58.4 boo.24 1 B.y
. Poudre d'Or Homlet V.C.A Y1,517.3 L 0.18 . 58.6 P 0.06 1 B.U
r Banones V.C.A. ;. 1,488.8 L 0,05 . 58.7 p 0.02 1 8.6
| Bon iccueil V.C.A. i 1,483.0 P 2,01 é 60.7 P o707 9.5
| Tong liountoin V.C.A. 1,458.8 i 0,90 ] 61.6 E 0.33 ’ c,0
| Montagne Dlonche V.C.4. 1,416.9  0.65 [ 62.3 P 0.24 | 10.1
% Tew Grove V.C.h. 1,357.9 P 0.73 1 63.0 I o.28 t 10.4
. oka V.C... r 1,330.6 ©oo.tt 16307 boer 1 10.0
. Bel .ir - Rividre S&che V.C.AL 1,288.0 L 1,39 L 65.1 P 0.56 ¢ 1l.:
P Union Pari V.C.A. L 1,086.3 I 031 1 65.4 é 0.13 | 1L.3
| Ecroignard V.C.A. 1,276.1 0.43% i 65.8 0.17 11.5
[Melrose VeC.i, 1,252.5 0.17 j 66.0 0.07 11.5
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plﬁijgﬁu:_Concentration of resident population by region, 1983 (cont'da)
T T T TRegion Population P Cumulative| 4 Cuaulative |
(Municipa} and village density Poﬂui;tion % of ﬁ;gi 7> of :
ccuncil area) per Km“ P population aren
hilles V.C.a. 1,207.2 0.67% 66.6 0.27 11.¢ ;
blebosscs V.CLA. 1,097.2 0.29 66.9 P 0.14 1.l
rand River South East V.C.AL  1,086.5 i 0.22 U 67.1 + 0,11} 1l2.1 “
bis Chéri V.C.A. P 1,066.2 I o.32 1 67.5 ;016 b 12.3
; : ; ' .
rre RHouse V.C.A. : 1,060 O P 2,00 : 69.5 r  0.98 ' 13.2 ;
rup de lasque Pavé V.C.A. 1,041.7 0.38 69.8 0.19 { 13.4 ;
#and Bois V.C.A. 1,024.8 0.62 70.5 0.31 13.7 ;
iviére du Rempart V.C.A. 1,010.1 0,96 71.4 0.49 1.2 ;
]
tmplenousses V.CLA. 978.1 0.64 72.1 0.34 14.5 :
tite Rividre V.C.A. _ 976.2 0.77 72.8 0.41 15.¢ %
4
and Gaube V.C.A. .950.2 0.80 73.6 0.43 15..} ;
-tit‘Ruffrqy V.C.A. 944.1 0,96 74.6 0.53 15.9 i
le Vue llourel V.C.A. 852.1 0.79 75.4 ' 0.48 16 .. {
re la Choux V.C.A. 851.8 0,17 | 75.6  } 0.10 16.5 |
1p de llasque V.C.A. 850.2 0.26 75.8 0.16 16.7 |
nd du Sac V.C.A. 8%7.0 0.4 76.3 0.27 16.9
Lgotidre V.C.A. E 813.2 t 0.50 + 76.8 t 0.32 g 17.3 :
ste de Flacq V.C.A. : 810.0 . 0.53% L 77.3 Po0.34 L 17.6
ches Moires V.C.A. : 792.4 boo.7s b 781 t o.51 Po18.1 :
ond Baie V.C.A. ; 765.7 0.72 78.8 0.48 18.G :
uvelle France V.C.A. 761.5 0.54 79.3 0.37 19.0
dine Camp de Masgue V.C.A. 735.8 0.55 79.9 0.39 19.4
p Thnorel V,C,A. 726.8 0.20 80.1 0.14 19.5
d Grond Port V.C.A. 719.3 0.24 80.3 0.17 15.7
pérance V.C.A, 684.2 0.16 80.5 0.12 19.8
p Ithier V.C.A. 653.8 0.34 80.8 0.27 20.1
ie du Comp V.C.A. 642.5 0.42 f 8l.2 b 0.31 } 20.4 ;
re d'Albert V C.A. : 641.4 i 0.37 : 81.6 } 0.30 o 20.7 |
'Epinay V.C.A. - 633.3 5 0.45 L os2.1 | 0.37 ‘ 21,1 E
. Julien d'Hotman V.C.A. 621.7 0.26 82.3 0.21 2L, §
ou d'Bau Douce V.C.A. 620.3 0,40 82.7 0.33 21.,C !
udre 4'Or V.C,A 610.2 . 0.34 83.1 0.29 21.9 [
hatre Cocos V.C.A. 562.5 0,38 83.4 0.35 ! 22.¢ I
el Adr (South) V.C.A. E 546.6 ' 0,30 b83.7 E 0.28 ? 22.5 i
hscavelle V.CLA. 4 546.% 0.16 83.9 | 0.15 22,7 !
atre Soeurs V.C.A. 536.1 . 0.28 84.2 0.27 22.9 E
IAvenir V.C.A, 517.6 : 0.21 84.4 0.21 25.2
} - s nts mainemant
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Table 2.5 - Concentration of resident population by region, 1983 (cont'd)

[T T  Yegion , Population | . _.

((micipal and village density ’? ?L,m

council area) per Km = population
Laventure V.C.A. 502.3 0.33
St. Julien V.C.A, 199.41 0.17
' lare Tabace V.C.A, . 498.4 : D.22
%Quartier lidlitaire V.C.A. f 156.9 ? 0.7C
;Pointe aux Piments V.C.A. é 452.6 E C.39
} Trois Boutiques V.C.A. 447.0 2.51
rSebastopol V.C.A. 126.3% D..17
Rividre des Créoles V.C.A. 421.7 0.15
Créve Coeur V.C.A. ' 411.0 GC.2C
Olivia V.C.A. 408.3 0.35
Ripailles V.CLA. 394.7 U.25
Tamorin V,C.A. 378.9 .18
Rivid&re du Toste V.C.A, 352.8 0.20
Grand Scble V.C.A. 309.3% 0.18
St. Hubert V.C.A. | 308.8 0.25
[Villebague V.C.4. : 277.6 P o.z21
c Congomek: V,CL,A, ! 260.4 N 0.17
' Plaines WilhemsL/ E 243.4 £ 3.7
' Ta Lraura - Halenga V.C.A. E 228.0 E G.1l1
Clemencic V.C.A. 207.2 l 0.7
Boambous Virieux V.C.A. 204.6 C.11
Cing Arpents V.C.A. 196.2 0,11
Gronde Rividre Noire V.C.A. 187.7 0.17
Bois des dncurettes V.C.A. 177.9 0.17
 Arsenal V,C,A. 177.3 C.17
Cluny V.C.iA. 163.2 0.15

rCase Noyale — La Goulette '

: V.C.A. + 150.0 L 0.2
EMare Chicose V.C.A. E 82.9 £ 0.05
| Grend Portt’ 76.8 1.22
Black River}/ 60.0 1,10
Pamplauoussesé/ 49,0 0.42
! Sovonne - 47.0 1.07
Moke 435 ' 0.78
5Riviére du Rempartl/ : 12.3 | 0.3
tFlic en Mac V.C.A. A1.8 0.10
Cheomarel V,C.A. 39.7 0.05
Fl&Cq}/ 36.3 2.07

1/ Test of district

Cumulative - Cumia’ 1
#* of gEZi s

‘Population | Are..
84.8 0.39 t 23.5

o809 0.18 27,

E 85.2 © 023t ouL-

© 85.9 L0.80 1 2a.

. 86.2 " 0.a4 é 25,7
86.8 : 0.59 ; 25.¢
87.2 0.57 E 26,
87.4 0.19 g 2€ .5
87.6 0.33 | 26.0
88.0 0.44 27.2
88.2 0.33 27,5
88.4 0.24 27.¢
88.6 0.29 28,2
88.8 L 031 | 23,5
89.0 0.43 265.¢
89.% P 0.39 5.3

L 89.4 i 0.34 1 29.5 ﬁ

. 92.8 to7.23 1 3C.Y

L 92.9 too.2a b 3T.L
93.1 b 0.2 37.5 w
93.2 b 0,27 37,8
93.3 0.29 78,70
93.5 0.48 3G,
93.7 0.49 39.7
93.8 0.50 39.0
91.0 0.49 RIS

. : o

‘ 94.2 + 0.83 N 20,9

[ 94.3 0.29 . Ai.z
95.5 8.21 9.
96.6 9.51 53.C
97.C L 4.44 6345

»98.1 11.77 7541

© 98.9 £ 9.34 1 8.5
99.2 f4.03 | go.s
99.3 b o1.24 89.7
99.3 0.70 Q0.4

100.0 9.58 100.0

Lo ! e ]
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Table 2.6 - Population in munieipal /village council oreas by sige-class, 1972 wg 1000,

Adminigtrative divigion
and size-class .

No. of IIC./VCATs

DI QO PN

Whole island

Municipol creas
100,000 cr more inhabitants
50,000 ~ 99,999 "

Less than 50,000 "

Village Counecil areas

20,000 or more inhabitants

10,000 ~ 19,999 "
5,000 ~ 9,999 "
$,000 -~ 4,999 "
2,000 ~ 2,999 "
1,000 = 1,999 "

560 ~ 999 "

Less than 500 o

Population not in municipalities
or village council areas

[

1972 g~ 1983

18
19
23

21

98

e SN

f Population
""""" 11972 1983
i
? |
; | 826,199 . 966,853
. S : : -
: 5 Il 364,678 . 103,251
; i ;
1]
1 1 133,996 | 133,702
! }
!
x| I 183,044 | 269,549
! H
i
- 1 47,638 -
|
1
{
1
98 E 284,548 475,770,
- i - -
i
9 E 100, 087 138,450
b i
§ 24 §o115,514 170,002
T ' .
i 23 i 72,415 b 89,511
: i !
: 16 i 57,860 39,991
¥ i :
;23 i 31,961 | 36,325
! I
2 f 5,983 1,038
i
1 } 728 458
i
i
i
]
I 76,973 874536
I
3
i
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bcundaries, and partly to the fact thnt the regidential area in the
centre is continuously being converted intc commercial, business, baonlkin g
cnd other non residential uses The g>wing lond prices and poosrer
climatic and living conditions in Port Twuis coupled with availzbilids; 7
more attractive (cheaper ond climatienlly more suitable) alternate
locations, have made pecple move out. Algo most of the emigronts ore

from Port ILouis This led to> spectncular increases in population densis) 2o
in surrounding V.C.A's with Paoilles ot the southern entrance increasiin,

its density by 121 8% (from 'B44.3% in 1972 %o 1,207 .2 in 1983) and Terr
Rouge at the northern entrance inereasing its density by 78 3% (from

594.6 in 1972 to 1,060.0 in 1983). The setting up of industrial zones

in Plaines Lauzun and inTerre Rouge areas and creation of housing estates
undoubtedly contributed to population ciodus from Port Louis. This iz
also tome for the population in urban ~renws of Plaines Vilhems district
vhich msy move across the administrotive boundaries of the townshivs %o
relatively cheaper lands, to rote conceasions ond to low cost housing
units which have been set up for low income groups. Fort Touis may Lave
mlso lost immediately before independence by emigration and in 1968

becnuse of social unrest.

Map 2.1 gives the population distribution picture in the countzi”
for 1983. It can be discussed that »nopulntion is clustered in specific
arens in the téwns and along the mcin roads. Vost areas of the counvzy
cre empty. Terrain, land use pattern, ~y-ilability of facilities oxnd
rienities all have played important roles in the determination of pupu-
1ation setilement. This is more clearly depicted by Maps 2.2 and 2.5
showing population density by V.C.A's, .l.C.i's and areas outside then.
The highest densities are found around ohe towns ond the lowest in arens
vihich are either sugar plontotions, estates, ferests, mountains, reser—
voirs etc. The pattern of population density has net changed much over

time.

Although they are not included in this report, there are
available maps showing the distributisn of schocls, hospitals, roads, <oC.
from which it con be noted that there is 2 ligh correlation between toaeu:
menities cnd facllities cmd population settlement. Whether it is 2 cine
or an effect one cannot discuss. Dut govoernment poliey being oriented
towards provision of facilities to where racple are, the location of popi-
lotion may not have been 2as o consequence of ovailability of these fowcili-
ties especinally since transportaticn is well developed and people look for
other advantages like cheaper ond plentiiul lond, open spoce, ete. in

loeating residential places.
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Map 2.1 - MAURITIUS : Population distribution , 1983
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Map 2.2 — MAURITIUS : Population distribution , Municipal Councit Areas , 1983
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Map 2.3 - MAURITIUS : Pepuiation density per K-'by Municipal Ceunci! Areas ,

Village Councll Areas and other regions , 1088
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To get a guantitative picture of the concentration or distii-
bution of ﬁopulation the Gini coefficient wus colculated based on
Tables 2.4 and 2.5. This coefficient was 0.749 in 1972 and 0.748 in
1983%, indicating a2 very marginal improvement in distribution of population.

The corresponding lorenz curve is given in Figure 2.1.

The imperceptible change in Gini coefficient could have been due
to reversal of some of the high density oreas into lower densities and
vice versa. PFurthermcre the percentage cf the tetal pepulation located
in given localities may not have changed very much from 1972 to 1983,

For instance only Port Louis, Mchebourg, Souillac, Camp Diable, Chomorel,
cnd St. Julien had o decrease in their densities whereas 2ll others

increased theirs and there were very little changes in their ronk orders.

Thus we see that there cre some vairictions in the growth pattera
of the districts, towns ond villages over time but they are not very
significont excepting that the towns s o wihole nre losing in comparison
with villages. In Mauritius however it is not very relevant to talk
of 'urbon ~ rural' differences becausre these voriations are very miorgincl
and tronsportation and commumication belng efficient they are not as
seriocus as in other countries. Acturll: sone of the so called 'rurnl!
areas have all the facilities, omenities 2nd some of the characteristics
like high density ond large population of 'urbon! localities but yet
have cctually other benefits of 'rurail! ~rens like better environment,
less ncise and traffic pollution, as well ng obsence of rates on

residential houses.

The pattern and changes of populr.tion distribution as seen
o2bove is as a result f movement of peodple from one area to ancther.
In crder tc quantify these chonges it is necessary teo estimate the
nigration. It is alsc impoxrtont 4. k2w ag to when the change occured
between 1972 and 1983 that is how the tempo of migration has varied during
the period. Other important facteocrs to be considered are the origin
and destination of migrants sond thelir age nd sex composition. It
would have been very useful to have informoation on why they moved, whaoth
changes have occurred to them since the nove, how their move affected
the origin and destination areas, what re their problems in
destination areas etc. Unfertunately thesce equally importont guestion:s

cannct be answered with the data avail blao.
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VILLAGE COUNCIL AREAS , 1972 & 1983
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Chapter 3 will go into estimotion cf in, out and net migrotion
by origin and destination, their age ond sex compesition and period of
movement. Some ideas of movement for amplcyment (work place) alsgo will
be presented to understand the matching between spatiai distribution of

pLepulation and employament opportunities.

—_ e e e e e e -
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Chapter IIT

ESTDﬂAmIQN OF NIGPA”TQN

‘Igjernational migration

Movements of population between coumtries termed as inter—
national migration affect not only demogranhic characteristics of
receiving and sending areas, they algo may have profound socio-economic
and other implications because most of tie time, such migrants are very

selective in terms of skills.

In Meuritius imnigration has been negligible since the turn
of the century. Like a number of sther African Countries, Mauritius has
taken safeguards against the employment of illegal migrants. Since it
is an island éountry and the borders arc easier to police, it is quite
easy for the country to monitor all influx irto the country. Due to
shortage of specific skills in Ffields where local manpower 48 insufficient
or unavailable, the country has from tine to time issued work permits to
migrants who are then stipulated to train local counterpart staff for
eventual replacement and attainmenﬁ o gelf reliance. Dependehts are .ot
allowed to seek employment. According to the 1984-86 Developmen% Plan,
in June 1984 there were some 300 expatriates working in Mauritius. In
addition, there were about 120 technical cooperation experts serving

under the various bilateral and multi latersl schemes.

As a tourist attracting country nowever, there are several
thousand visitors who arrive in the country for short sojourn. They are a

significant source of foreign exchanse e.sming, and of employment.

In the past, there have been significant rates of emigration
and the policy has been in favour of main 1&1ng those rates in view
of accelerated populatlon growth endangering the limited land and other
resources. Even though the position on enigration has remained much
unchanged, for the past decade there hazs been concern expressed because.
of drain of skilled manpower and = policy of favouring selective
emigration has been pursued. In the National Development Strategy,
1971-80, a comprehensive plan for economic and social development of trs
country, the government noted that a large inmber of skilled workers
would be required for the implementation of +tle planned development
programme. The policy during this period, therefore, was to improve the
quality and change the content of education to include technical and

vocational training at all levels. The concern to ensure maximum benefit
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from the heavy investment in trainin, stror ly influences the coumtry ',
egnigration policy. While allowing some emigration, caution is exerciced
in selection. Thus discriminating measures have been adopted because it
is congidered that even a modest outflow of skilled manpower is in-—

compatible with development goals.

Fmigration began to play o significint role in reduction oF
population growth rates in the early 1960's vhen the annual number of
emigrents first reached approximately 1L,000. Subsequently it increased
reaching an annual average of nearly 3,002 or about 0.4 percent of the
population. However just after independence in 1968 a peak of 4,600
emigrants was reported. The number of luag term emigrants then dreoped
back to low levels in the 1970's, Some of this emigration was the resultd

of govermment's participation in temporcary workers schemes which involved
sending Mauritians to neighbouring countries such as Botswana, Nigerico,
Zembia and Zimbabwe. Of late, there has been emigration to the Gulf
countries for temporary periods. There nas been sizeable emigration to
Australia, Canada and other developed couniries especially of skilled

persons,

The nunber of arrivals and departures hove been presented.
in Table 3.1 for the period since 1963. It can be noted that the
nagnitude of movements has increased itremendously during the period and
that emigration has been consistently larger than immigration. Most of
the immigrants and emigrants are short duration tourists and other
visitors but the net out migration shown by the figures depict the

enigration of Mauritians to other countries.

Table 3 1 ~ International arrivals and depoistures, 196386

!;‘Ei;gzéd l_ Arrivél AE%&%&%JTQM b:\;(,g_éA I“:I;;;al 7 Departﬁ}%;u;F
[ 1963 | 18,047 {18,299 § 1975 F 117,548 | 120,703 5%
1964 i 21,221 i 2,331 ‘i 1076 | 139,303 ¢ 141,1481°" |
1965 22,024 24,150 L 972 © 153,208 | 155,655 ' -
L1966 . 26,456 - 5,301 | 1978 ' 161,688 | 163,733 %
{ 1967 E 29,321 ' 32,925,__%@ 1979 ; 182,771 ; 186,864 -
1968 31,403 1 35,988° i 1980 | 163,230 | 167,260 277
E 1969 ! 35,919 $,929°" | 1sa L 168,973 ; 174,37C "~ E
i 1970 ; 48,819 b 51,969 i 1962 ;1 166,669 ;171,991 .
" 1971 60,826 ;. 63,997 “h 1983 177,665 . 182,005
1972 77,174 1 61,4954 W 1984 L 198,461 f 202,983 !
E 1973 % 101,184 . 104,697 ii 1085 E 212,860 | 215,000
| _1om | aomom | wisger. oo | essiewo §oesegest
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Ter the period 1972-83 there were sround 45,000 persons who were
reported as having left the country and the sex ratio was 96.

A look at the sex and sge composition of the net emigrants given in

Table 3.2 for 1984 indicates that generally there are more of females ond
they are guite wniformly spread threugh 211 ages.
reak at age 20-24

However there is n
as expected of such international migronts who may

going for economic reasons.

The magnitude of emigration is not very large, but if the

emigrants are more from some of the skilled groups which are in scarcity
in the country, then it moy hove implicitions.

Another aspect of international migration is that it hos been
noted that internal migration acts s o £iller up of gaps created by
enigrants in specific geographic areas 2t lexst in os far as numbers .S
concerned. For instonce most of the excess of arrivals over departures
were from the Plaines Wilhams which in turn received the largest number
of internal migrants from cther districts. Imigration has shown & tendancy
recently of some abatement perhaps bechuse of difficulties with receiving
countries and partly by

Vhat will be the future

improved coaditions of life in Mauritius itself.,
will be difficult to predict because there are

nony factors - internal and external — which determine the type oand
quantity of emigrants. In a recent projection of the population prepared
by the Central Statistical Office it was ossumed that the net annual loss
due to emigration will remain similor o
1972=-83 but after 1993 there will not be

emigration.

that observed during the period

uch significant omount of

Table 3.2 - Age sex distribution of emigrants, 1934
Age - -
W =E | o-4 5-14 |15 -44 |45 - 64 65+ | ALl ages
Male - 3 - 204 - 1,333 - 29 + 57 - 1,562
Female - 72 - 475 - 2,22, - 612 -. 36 ~ 3,423




Internal migration

Introduction

We have seen that population growbth has not been even
in the different parts of the island. The 5 municipalities (towns)
and certeir localities absorbed most of the population and grew
much faster than the total population. In Mauritius, there is
not much difference between diffcrent parts of the country in regard
to natural growth of population. Iirst cf all, mortality has reached
quite low levels and is more or less similar from one area to the
other. Recently fertility has also 1esched low levels and not much
geographic variation has been depicted Iven if somc differences
may exist between areas in regard to levels of fertility and mortality,
what is further known is that arcas with relatively lower or higher
fertility are also those with corresponding lover or higher mortality
resulting in very similar natural growth rates. Thus the prime factor
for differential growth of population betveen localities must be mi-

gration.

Therefore to study the growth pattern ol geographic areas
within the country, the role of migration becomes very important.
The government of Mauritius has, as already mentioned in the previous
chapter, pcrceived the spatial distribution of population as inappro-
priate since it is characterised by (i) lack of further development
of towns,; main villages and recreational facilities and (ii) inadequate
geographical distribution of job opportanities in relation to place
of residence. FIven though the government does not have an éxplioit
policy to adjust patterns of spestial distribution for demogra-
phic reasons, there are policies whose objectives are (a) to preserve
agriculturally productive isnd {b) osromote better distribution of
housing (c) develop towmns and main rillages and (d) improve inter
urban and intra urban traffic flows. A nataonal housing policy and
a national physical plan have bHecn adopted and are vigorously being
implemented. Government's physical rlanning strategy is coupled
vith policice to modernise agriculiure and improve the quality of
life in the rural areas. Th2 —ur-3  Jdevrelorment
programme; as stated in the Tive Year Plan 1975-20, was begun to
reduce uncmployment among malcs over 16 yeairs, to increase agri-
cultural production by engazing thosc vnemployed males in produc—
tive work using labour intensive techniques, and to cnsure that

the benefits of the investmenis reach the poorest segments of the
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rural population. It is further supported by plans to develop
rural infrastructure like heaith, education; markets, housing

etc.

In order to assess the impact of the policies and measures
on the pattern o. population movement in the recent years in the
island, it is cssential that migration data should be collected,

analysed and interpreted.

The two important sources oif migration data are : census
and surveys. In Mauritius no migration survey has been conducted.
In the 1972 census, the questions bearing on migration pertained
to place of birth and name and location of the establishment where
a person might be working. In 1933, the question on place of birth
was replaced by two questions, namely, place of residence a year ago
and 5 years ago. The question on name and location of cstablishment
was improved by a question on place of work. In additicn, since the
census was a 'de Ffacto! count vhereby pcople were echumerated where
found, there was a question on usual place of residence. Cross
tabulation of population by usual residence with plécc rvhere found
would provide information on short duration movements whereas cross
tabulation of usual residence with usual residence a year or 5 years
ago would providc estimates of migration in the last onc or five
years. Since ‘tio censuses have been tallen in the past 11 ycars, it
is possible to cstimate intercensal . not migration by utilising the
census age sex distributions by geographic areas under certain assump-—
tions. DMovements to work place from usual residence provide yet
another dimension of +the spatial distribution of population and Jjob

opportunities.

Thus vic note that in 1983 thce number of quostions bearing
on movement of population was much mocre than in 1972. According
to the recommendations made by the Fconomic Commission {or Africa
(ECA), the quesitions on migration sugzgested for inclusion in the
1980 round of African censuses included namely : place vhere pre—
sent at timc of census and/or place of usual residencc: place of
birth; duration of residence and location of place of iork., Iven
though Mauritius did not collect inFformation on place of bhirth and
duration of residencc in the 1933 ccnsus, it is knowm and confirmed

by Mauritian dats for 1972 that place of birth information may not




be very useful in the context of the socico cultural patterns in

the country and morecover by itsclf cannot providc o time pers-—
pective for the movements unlecss cross tabulated ith duration

of residencc. The questions on usual residecnce onc and five

years ago provide time perspcctive and are more specific ques-—
tions bearing on migration. Coupled with intcerccensal migration,

it is possible 1o zet the estiaobtes of migration at three important
periods, that is, the most recent period of 1 year previous to
census, thc mid point period botween two censuses and the 1l year
census inbterval. Since 11 ycars period would entail very detailed
classifications of populations by age, it is surmounted by carry-
ing either the 1972 population {orward or the 203 population back-
ward by onc year to make the interval exactly 10 yocars so that
cohorts by five year age groups [it into one another iithout re—
course to special groupings. Sincc the 1972 census may be less accu~
rate than the 1963 enumeration (his has been notcd to be true by
the detailed evaluation of the 1903 census vis & vis the 1972
census),it is congidered appropriate to carry the 1972 census fi-
gures to 1973 by a simple projection method. Iiven though some
information is lost and may be nutilated by this dodge, the savings
in terms of timc and efforts are more than commeunsurate with the

meagre improvemcent expected from the data as it is:

In 1972 apart from thce fact that only two questions per-—
taining to migration were asked, <hen it came to tabulation, only
the place of birth data was tabulated by place of residence at
district level. HNo tables werc prepared on place of cstablishment.
In 1983 several tables have been prepared utilising the information
on usual place of residence, placc of residencc one ycar and five
years ago and placc of work. Alsc the tabulation went into fur—
ther areal classifications beyond the district to sho:r more clearly
the pattern of mizration. Some of the tables have been presented
in Vol. III : Geographical and migration characteristics. Yet more

are given in this report.

Thus from the 1983 census one is able to cotimate ndi gra~
tion during the last one , five and 10 years, movemcnts to work
place, and short term movements betreen usual and actual residencc
in 1983. The age sex characteristics of movements and the origin

and destination of migrants arc also estimated.




Before analysing the 1903 data, it is worthwhile to look
at the information from the 1572 census. Table 3.3 gives the in, out

and net migration between the 9 districts by scx.

Table 3.3 — Estimates of in, out and nct migration by districié and sex, 1972

(Based on place of birth and ploce of cnumeration)

Male ' e }’;' Pemale

District in cout - - *ngt"ﬁ in: out - net
Port Louis 17,012 14,56¢% 2,443 . {lih 20,062 17,207 . 2,855
Pauplemousses 8,054 8,433 - 379 I 11,83 12,623 - 739
Rividre du '

Rempart 4,397 8,706 |~ 4,309 8,334 | 12,705 |- 4,371
Flacq 6,767 10,664 |- 3,897 § 10,905 15,734 |- 4,829
Grand Port 6,015 10,050 |- 4,035 9,773 12,091 |- 3,318
Savanne 2,269 8,583 |- 4,314 6,022 | 11,218 |- 4,796
Plaines » f : '

Wilhems 28,948 - 14,183 14,765 ,[ 36,614 20,662 " 15,952
Moka, 6,112 ° 8,230 |- 2,118 § 9,005 11,233 |- 2,228
Black River 4,544 2,700 | 1,344 4,947 3,473 | 1,474

I

From thc above table it con be seen that 86,118 males and
117,946 females moved from onc district to another, the sex ratio
being 73 males for 100 femalcs. For a total male nopulation of
405,159_and a Temale populszion of 405,315 for vhom tho place of birth
data within the island was available, the rate of movement per 1,000
population comes out as 212 for malcs and 291 for Ffemales. Since it
is not possilhlc to allocate the time perspective of these movements whiclt
may have taken place at any time during the lifetimce ol the persons, it
is not possible to calculate thc ratc of movement per year or any speci-
fied duration ol time.

Again it is seen that only Port Louis, Plaines llilhems and
Black River arc the gaining arcas and Savanne, Rividrce d&u Rempart, Grand
Port and [lacqg arc the losers. lihereas Port Louis and Plaines Wilhems
gained morc femalcs than males, Black River had a slight male excess

among net misgrants.
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In this conncction the defectis of thce place cof birth method
of estimating nct migration should be clcecorl,; kept in mind. Firstl;,
ag mcntioned earlier, thce time perspective of the move cannot be
identified. Secondly in a 'de facto'! census as in Mauritius, the cross
tabulation of place of birth 1iath place of roesgidence should bhe for uouol
resicdence in order to climinate short duration spurious movement .
Thirdly the place of birth date may be alfected LY memory lapse, igmo-
ranca cspecially when o singlce person reporivs for all members of Bl
hougsehecld, reportingz of placc of birtl: as thice physical place wherce tlie
hirth took place (hospital, egrand mothci's house etc.) instead of usual
residence of mother, recporting of place of -hirth as the nearest towm or
large village or better knowm place, and finally not reporting at all
due +to no knowledge ol cxact place of birth. There maylyet be ancituer
irportant fact that, as i other patrilinecal gocieties, the pdfe noves
into vhce household of the husband resulting in large movements of jomen
after marriage. The lovu sex ratio of migrants observed may be duc to
such large marriage miqsraivion.

Consequently;the picture emerging Tforw the 1972 census data
is not very clear and helpiul in the articulation of prdgrammes and
policics on spatial distribution of population. However it has given
some indications and tendencics which may be usceful to planners wuio
can then supplement it by special small scalolsurveys aé’was done By

MATIII and others carryings out the physical Govelopment plans.

The followdng paragraphs deal 1ith the various types of
data pertaining to migration from the 1003 census. An attempt is nade
to study the volume, age—sez charactceristics, origcin and destination,
timing of mnoves and the rates of migration, as 1ell as the moves in
conncction with place of ork vhich is actiually a type of commutation

rather than migratiocn.

Short duration moveéenmcnts: 'Usual residence versuas place of enumeratidn

The 1983 census as in the past ez a 'de facto' cnumeration
and included all persons 1110 sgpent the nighi of 2-3 July 1983 in thc

housechold including thosec yho did not usually live there for example,
relatives,visitors, domestic servants, etc; all persons alive on 2 July
although they may have died soon after; those on duty on Saturday night



(2 vuly) and who would come back the next day for example, fishermen
nurses, doctors, policemen, watchmen, telephone operators, fire-—

men etcj; all persons arriving on Sunday before the collection of

the census form, and vho had not been enumerated elsewhere; babies
born before midnight of Saturday 2-3 July; persons leaving for
overseas after midnight of census night (2-3 July). Persons excluded
are : those who were usually members housenhold but who were tempora-—
rily absent,that is, abroad, .visiting ralatives or friands, in hos-
pital, or for any othcr reason; those arriving from abroad after mid-
night of census night (2=3 July); babies born after midnight Sf 2-3
July and persons who died before midnight of 2-3 July . ’

The usual place of residence was obtained as the usual
address of every person present on census night. If it was the same
as the place where the enumeration was carried out then it was recor-
ded as such. But for persons present on census night but who did not
usually live at the address where enumeration was carried out, the
place reported as usual place of residence was noted down as precisely
as possible. For students who lived away From home on week days or
during term time, the home address of parents vas taken as usual place
of residence. For recent returnees from abroad who had not yct
settled down in the country, the place of previous usual residence
was noted as usual residence and for those for whom, due‘to one rea~
son or another (insanity, sickness, etc.), the usual place of resi-
dence coula not be noted, then it was recorded as unknown. Only
156 males and 21 females were reported with usual place not stated,
vhich is a very tiny proportion of the population and as such can be
ignored. Table 3.4 gives the population in the island by place of

enumeration and place of usual residence by district and sex.

Table 3.4 gives risc to the in, out and net migration
figures by sex as in Tablc 3.5 . From Table 3.4 it is noted that
more than 99% of the pcople enumerated in any district are usual
residents,that is, only less than 1% of the people who are found.in
a district are reported to be usually living clsevhere. This is but
1o be expected in the island vith its small area, well developed trans—
portation networks, widesprcad facilities and amenities, and the

pattern of independent living arrangements preferred by most
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place of emumeration by district and sex - 1983 census

i

Male I " Fremale

District

e v b in out ' - net in: out - net
Port Louis 291 613 . | - 322 356 410 - 54
Pamplemousses. 214" 275 | |~ 61 I 204 270 24
‘Rividre dn : : ,’

Rempart ] 161 . 217 - { - 56 208 261 - 53
‘Flacq : 183 291 ~ 108 246 300 |- 54
Grand Port 168 277 - 109 194 302 -~ 108
Savannc 116 194 - 78 142 194 |- 52
Plaines 'ilhems 1,403 562 841 999 679 320
Moka 139 203 - 64 197 229 - 32
Black River 100 . 143 |- 43 136 127 9

of the population. ’I‘he»tota.l number of those who are not usually
resident in the district where cnumerated came out to be only 2,775
males and 2,772 females-that is, almost equal numbers of both sexes
Thigs is also but to be expectcod vhere movement for such short dura-—
tion could be mostly for social purposes like visiting i*ela:bives,
and participating in cultural, religious, social or family functions

1vhen vhole families move.

The picfure emerging is very in%eres{:ing when one looks at
the origin and destination of the moves. Only Plaincs Wilhems has
gained from such moves and this could be due to the settlement ol a
large population in the 4 municipalities and thec neiw housing construc-—
fioné during the perio-d imned.ié.%ely before the census. - Also since the
movement could be not only of short duration bui also of an instante—

neous nature, perhaps thc timing of the census also could be respon—

gible for the emerging pattern. Ior instance, census night was during

a week—end when persons are more likely to be visiting relatives Tor
social or religious reasons. Port louis is the largest loser espe-—
cially among males. It may De mentioned that during the period since
indcpendence, a large number of persons from Port Louis migrated to
surrounding districts and a sizeable segment settled in the towns

of Beau Bassin-Rose Hill, Quatre Bornes, Curepipe and Vacoas-Phoenix.
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But some of the rclatives especially the older generation preferrcd
~to eontinue %o stay in their houscs in Port Louis. It may be that
these persons could be visiting their offspring in the district of
Plaines-Wilhems 1hen the census took place and this could be the
symptom of very close relations vhich the people or tne island have

nurtured I{rom thcir cultural backgrounds.

However, one must kecp in mind that the total volume of
movement indicated by the data is indecd very small - only O-57%.hf the
population are rcported as regiding in a district other than the one
they were cnumerated in. BEven though at the district level the volume
of short duration movement is quite insignificant and more than 99% of
the people are cnumcrated as usual rcsidents in the same district, when
one looks at smaller areal units like village council arcas, one notes
specific 1ocglities having significantly larger proportions of persons
whose actual. place of residence is clsevhere. TFor instance it is noted
t+hat in Port Louis the Ward II has only 97.3% of usual residents among
the enumerated population. The VCA (village council area) of Poste de
fMacqg in Flacqg District has only 97=4ﬂ of usual residents among the
enumerated population (Table 3.6 ). Similarly in Plaines Uilhems in
the municipality of Beau Bassin-Rose Hill -~ ¥ard IV and in Quatre Bornes -~
Ward II thc usual residents coustitute only 94°5ﬁ and 97.5% of the enume~—
rated population respectively. Again in Flic en Tlac VCA in Black River
only 8605% of the total population were rcported as usual residents.

Tt is knowm that in the Flic en [lac VCA there are sevceral resorts and
bungalows in addition to mnew constructions which have sprung up there.
The reason why the population of Ilic en Ilac is compozsed of more

S0 journers fhan in other placcs could be due to thc Tact that the pro-
portion of tourists in that locality is relatively hish as compared to
other places, not only because of the small size of the population itsclf
but also becauuse of the big hotel iocated therc. It must be noted that
the enumerated population in Table 3.6 includes -non-Ihuritians as well.
This may not give rise to problcus of interpretax;on for ‘the municipali—
ties and big localities where a large number of visitors and other short
term residents cculd be expected, but it does affect sparsely populated
smaller localities like Flic en TFlac., which also happen to be popular
sea~side rosorts both for tourists and for Mauritians spending the wee K~

end out of their homes.



Table 3.6 — Population by place of enumeration and by place of usual residence
Place of enumeration or Enumerated l Usual
usual residence Population residents
Wh(;)le Island 966,863 966,86%
e i ==
District of Port Louis 133,702 153,464
Port Louis Ward I § 24,052 24,034 E
Port Louis Ward 2 é 12,424 12,084 {
Port Louis Ward 3 t 25,388 { 25,394 g
Port Louis Ward 4 E 15,710 15,344 E
Port Louis Ward 5 ! 20,704 20,626 g
Port Liouis Ward 6 : 35,424 35,473
Port Louis Ward Not Stated - 459
District of Pamplemousses ?gligé 22;221
Arsenal V.C.A. 1,674 1,661 .
Calebasses V.C.A. : 2,809 2,811 E
Congomah V.C.A. ! 1,654 1,658 E
Créve Coeur V.C.A. 2,512 2,527
‘D’Epinay V.C.A. 4,378 L 4,362 F
§ Fond du Sac V.C.A. ; 4,249 ‘ 4,268 r’
Grand Baie V.C.A. 1/ T 1,068 1,071
Long Mountain V.C.A. ! 8,830 8,861
Morcellement St. André V.C.A. 4,625 4,631
Pamplemousses V.C.A. 6,061 6,132
Piton V.C.A._%/ 1,070 1,091
Plaine des Papayes V.C.A. 4,979 4,977 é
Pointe aux Piments V.C.A. 3,719 g 3,740 ?
E Terre Rouge V.C.A. ; 19,305 ; 19,325
: Triolet V.C.A. ‘ 17,175 é 17,221 é
* Villebague V.C.A. F 1,998 : 2,000
4 : -
S VeC.A. not stated ; - 11 E
Rest of District 2 4,050 ;

1/ Part in District of Riviére du Rempart



Table 3.6~ (cont'd)

3,644

] Place of enumeration or Enumerated Usual
usual residence Population Residewnts
>Dist;iéf”éf-£iviére dﬁ Rempaﬁg. gélggi ggégél
Belle Vue Maurel V.C.A. 7,602 T4573
Cottage V.C.A. 2,441 E 2,444 3
Espérance Trébuchet V.C.A. i 1,878 é 1,882 :
é Goodlands V.C.A. E 15,251 15,267 E
: Grand Baie V.C.A. 2/ 5,954 5,823 é
Grand Gaube V.C.A. 7,640 7,667 ?
Petit Raffray V.C.A. 9,282 9,262 E
Piton V.C.A. _2/ 5,193 3,203
Poudre 4'Or V.C.A. 3,272 3,292
Poudre dfOr Hamlet V.C.A. 1,746 1,754
Rividre du Rempart V.C.A. 9,172 9,238
Rcches Noires V.G.A. 3/ 75491 7,487 :
The Vale V.C.A. 2,913 2,908
V.CsA. not stated - 6
E Rest of District 35,158 ‘ 3,175
} District of Flacy 107,670 107,551
] - ;
Bel Air-Rividére S&che V.C.A. : 13,367 13,412
Bon Accgpil V.C.A. 19,366 19,398
Camp de ilVIasque V.C.A. ! 2,503 2,508
Camp de Masque Pavé V.C.A. 3,644 3,647
‘ Camp Ithier V.C.A. 3,278 3,286 1
E Central Flacq V.C.A. ; 13,068 é 13,109 i
‘ Clémencia V.C.A. E 1,607 I 1,616 E
E Ecroignard V.C.A. ' 4,128 E 4,132 E
Grand River South East V.C.A. 2,156 : 2,161 §
E Laventure V.C.A. E 3,653 E
L J

2/ Part in District of Pamplemousses

3/ Part in District of Flacq
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Table 3,6 (Cont'd)
F T 7 =
\ Place of enumeration or g Enumerated \ Usual i
usual residence Population Residents
District of Flacqg (cont'ad)
Mare La Chaux V.C.A. 1,653 1,655
Médine (Camp de Masgue) V.C.A. 4/ 4,379 4,380 ;
b
Montagne Blanche V.C.A. 4/ 777 f 777 ~
j Olivia V.C.A. i 3,343 b 3,351
Poste de Flacq V.C.A. : 5,232 5,094 ;
Quatre Cocos V.C.A. 3,638 3,649 "
: b
Quatre Soeurs V.C.A. 1 2,727 f 2,734 :
Roches Noires V.C.A. 5/ - 4
Saint Julien V.C.A. 1,642 1,647
Saint Julien d'Hotman V.C.A. 4/ 2,501 2,480
Sébastopol V.C.A. 4,532 4,539
] Trou d'Eau Douce V.C.A. 3,867 3,846 '
: V.C.A. not stated i - : 3 E
od * L, E
Fest of District 6,618 6,470 t
. District of Grand Port i 93,180 93,289 E
p - r T L
b : ‘
‘ Bambous Virieux V.C.A. E 1,014 1,024
Bananes V.C.A. 53 530
Bel Air (South) V.C.A. 2,869 2,858
Bois des Amourettes V.C.A. 1,634 1,638
Cluny V.C.A. 1,468 1,478
Grand Sable V.C.A. 1,774 1,780
L'Escalier V.C.A. 6,501 d 6,547
: Mahébourg V.C.A. 15,118 b 15,145
Mare Chicose V.C.A. E 456 " 452
) Mare d4'Albert V.C.A. 3,596 ] 3,591
b : :
' Mare Tabac V.C.A. : 2,081 b 2,090
v b ,
: New Grove V.C.A. 1 75075 4 7,088
r b F
é Nouvelle France V.C.A. ; 5,209 " 5,231
: 01d Grand Port V.C.A. ; 2,%29 2,329
; Plaine. Magnien V.C.A. ' 6,9%5 , 6,983 ;
Rividre des Creoles V.C.A. 1,462 1,470 _}

4/ Part in District of Moka

5/ Part in District of Riviére du Rempart



Table 3,6 . - (Cont'd)
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Place of enumeration or Enumerated Usual
usual residence Population Residents
District gg_grand_gort(cont'd) E
Rividre du Poste V.C.A. 6/ E 1,073 t 1,077
Rose Belle V.C.A. E 9,738 E 9,812
Saint Hubert V.C.A. E 2,453 E 2,457
Trois Boutiques V.C.A. : ;5937 E 15945
Union Park V.C.A. 1 5,031 E 3,035
V.C.A. not stated - 4 4
Rest of District 11,846 E 11,727
r
District of Savanne | 53,789 3 58,8394
Baie du Cap V.C.A. 1,044 4,061
Bois Chéri V.C.A. 5,081 3,074
Camp Diable V.C.A. 2,882 2,883
Chemin Grenier-Chamouny V.C.A. j 13,735 : 13,761
Grand Bois V.C.A. ; 5,961 L 5,959 :
Riviére des Anguilles V.C.A. : 7,743 ; 7,800 t
Rividre du Poste V.C.A. 7/ g 806 ; 805 b
Souillac V.C.A. 1 34319 8 5,299 i
Surinam V.C.A. é 6,917 6,950 E
V.C.A. not stated L - r 1 r
Rest of District : 10,301 E 10,301 §
Districyt of Plaines Wilhems g 2:29222 E éggéggg E
Municipality of Beau-Bassin/Rose Hill ' 90,577 89,037
Ward I 21,744 21,78%
Ward 2 13,855 18,882
Ward 3 19,093 18,960
Ward 4 30,385 ! 29,192
Ward not stated E - ' 220 '
Municipality of Quatre Bornes : 60,887 P osQuane i
ward 1 : 12,536 ;12,553 %
Ward 2 g 24,014 . 23,146 f
Ward 3 8/ : 24,307 P 24,264 [
Ward not stated % - ; 183 E

.y &

6/ Part in District of Savanne
7/ Part in District of Grand Port

8/ Part in District of Blaeck River

N o e e T e e Ly Y e




g Place of enumeration or : Inumerated Usual

@ usual residence Population Resigfnﬁs

g District_of Plaines Wilhems (cent'd)

E Mugigipality  of Vacoss-Phoeniz 532090 | 53152

E Ward 2 ; 17,519 : 17,497 E
E ward 2 ; 18,722 : 18,651 i
: Ward 3 ! 16,549 16,830 :
[ Ward not stated i - ; 174 i
| unieipslityof Curepipe i 624200 P cpasee 5
f ward 1 ! 28,512 28,570 E
i Ward 2 L 17,233% ; 17,269 f
§ Wexd % 1 16,455 b 16,417 :
% Waxd notv stated - 268

i Jina Arpents V.C.A. 1,045 1,047

: Herriette V.Col. 3,175 3,185

§ Ta.Ceto or Ward not stated - 1 9 f
? Reot of District E 33,019 5 32,806 E
: 9

' Distmict of Mok P ez I
% Comd Thorel V.C.A. i 1,926 1,918

E Dagotidre V.C.A. E 4,772 ! 4,798 ?
) Ispérance V.C.A. ; 1,518 E 1,525 E
§ T Avenir V.C.A. E 2,076 g 2,071 %
[ La Lauvra-Malenga V.C.A. E 1,030 F 1,028 :
E Médine (Camp de Masque) V.C.A. 9/ ¢ 96% : 959 !
a_ lielrose V.C.A. 1,60% 1,602

§ Moka V.C.A. 6,339 6,806

i Montagne Blancra V.C.A. 5,595 5,595

y P=zilles V.C.A. 6,021 6,029

% Quertvier Militaire V.C.A. ‘ 6,748 i 6,778 "
; Ripailles V.C.A. ; 2,447 : 2,448 :
E St. Julien d'Hotman V.C.A. 9/ § - E 3 g
E St. Pierre V.C.A. ; 12,065 E 12,127 ;
{ V.C.A. not stated ; - - 6 :
[ Tast of THstrict : 7,606 j 7,553 "
e . I T

9/ Part in District of Ilacg



Table 3,6 = (cont'd)

Place of enumeration or Enumerated Usual
usual residence Population Residents g
AT R TEE Wik Eo1 FT KT Bk s x I
£
g : : !
¢ District_of Black River : 36,861 i 36,381 E
‘ ' - t L ,
‘ I f :
3 ! : :
: Bambous V.C.A. 6,859 t 6,870 r
k
Cascavelle V.C.A. b 1,538 ] 1,539 ‘
: - -
1 Case-Noyale — La Gaulette V.C.A. [ 2,292 ‘ 2,319 '
Chamarel V.C.A. 507 514
Flic en Flac V.C.A. 1,114 964
Grande Rividre Noire V.C.A. 1,736 1 1,686 y
: E 5 j
! Petite Rividre V.C.A. f 7,560 t 7,388 '
; i
Tamarin V.C.A. 1,732 E 1,705
10/ E
A Quatre Bornes Ward 5 = ! 25,795 F 2,773 ¢
g 4 P g
; , E ';
) Ve.C.A. not stated r - ; 2 r
; : : ;
Rest of District 10,923 ; 10,621 ~
Agalega = b
Rodrigues_ T 126 :
‘ | ‘ .&
¢ Outside Mauritius [ - ; 2,014 t
: ; T P T ;
?’ vr ; ;
[ Not_stated : = . 305
| S Y r - v
[ i !

amoar

10/ Major part in District of Plaines Wilhems
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Curront migration : Place of usual fesidence last year versui placc

of- prégent usual residoence

Place of ugual residence at a fixed prior date is simple
and specific and igs considered more usciul-than place of birth or
place of previous residence because the time element is specificd.
Hotever, memory lapsc could affect reporting of place of resicdence
at a time a few ycars ajo specially if soveral moves have taken placc
during a person's life. If the prior date is a historically imporiant
one, then many persons may be reported i1ith that duration after the
event. 1If the prior date is one ycar, then the problem of persons
having moved more than one year ago rcporting themselves as having
moved within the year may occur. So is it with 5 years. All the
same, since projections are made in five ycar age groups and at five
year intervals, tlhie choosing of a prior datc as five years sccnos
advantagceous. The problem of proxy renorting will affect the data
as in other cases. An important lacuna of such questions is thab

persons born within the specified time rcference period are excluicd.

In Mauritius both the onc year and five year prior datces
vere included in the census. In the casce of one year, there ias an
important event — the General Elections ol 11 June 1982 which was
almost a year beiforc the census and was thus a landmark to identifly
those who moved since the 2 July 1982. Of course a few days hcrc and
there may have becn included or excluGed by persons in calculating the
one ycar interval, but it is expected that on the average the criror
may not be too large. This information gives an ideca of the volume,
dircotion and somc charactéristics of those vho moved in the lagst one

year.

It wes duly rccognised that people may find it difficult to
recall what ies their usual address Tive ycars ago, specially if thcy
moved several times. Probing was used and roference to the age of the
members of the housechold or to events in the Tamily of the respondent

vere utilised to estimate movementsg 1dithin the five years as closcly

M)

3

.3 poogible.

Table 3.7 gives the population by place of usual residence

in 1983 cross tabulated- by usual residence in 19382 by district and
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sex. Tor Plaines Wilhems, thc 4 towns and the rural areas are se-

parated out ito bring out morc clearly the mi

gration patterns.

It

mist be noted here that in Ilburitius urban areas arc taken to be

those areas Talling within the jurisdiction of

A1l areas outside the boundarics ol

rural.

the Municipal Councils.

municipalities are taken to be

Table 3.8 depicting the inter-district

derived from Table 3.7 .

Wilhems is not as straight

The derivation of the Ffigures for Plaines -

it is split into four municipalities and also a rural part.

total number of males moving
1983 is given as 2,096.
adding togother persons moving
¥Wilhems from each of 1he remaining eight districts.

from Port — Louis would be (428

movements has been

foryard as far the other districts because
Thus the

inte Plaines Wilhcms between 1982 and

This figure is obtaincd I{rom Table 3.7 by

Pamplemousscs (65 + 41 + 19 + 24 + 14) and so on-

Table 3.8 — Inter district migration héetucen 1982 and’'1

Thus the numbers

into any MCA or rural area of Plaines

+ 119 + 89 + 62 + 35), those from

003 by sex (population

aged 1 yéar and above)

M a l.é‘ ﬁ ' male
Distrioct -in -out net 224 in out net
Port Louis 352 1,702 - 930 i{ 1,143 2,063 - 920
Pamplemousses 1,043 560 AT74 ':=: 1,320 856 472
Riviere du ﬁ
Rempart 319 433 - 114 | 528 624 | - 96
Flacq .02 557 - 155 ?} (32 851 — 219
Grand Port 326 507 _ 181 | 549 721 V- 193
Savanne 220 3497 - 129 }3 3138 522 - 204
Plaines Wilhems | 2,096 1,312 T84 %i 2,052 1,708 944.
Moka 52/ 523 1 ﬁ 660 €73 - 13
‘Blaok Rivgr‘ ,542 ‘.29;“ 250 g 599. 360 229
i

From Table 3.8 it is noted that a total of 6,324 males and

8,398 females rcported as having changed their usual residence in the
one year beforc the census. he sex ratio of the migrants thus comes

out as 75 males per 100 females, vhich is not very different from the



figure of 73 noted for lifc time migranis rToporied in 1972 The pro-
dominance of marriagc migration among the reccent migrants could hove
tilted the sex ratio in Ffavour of femalce. Ibrcover in Mauritius, un-
liltc in other developing countries, migration is not selecctive by se:-

for economic reasons becausc firstly the distances are not very large

and secondly because oi thc family ties ond availability of accommodation.
The volume of migration by sex gives a ratc of 1.35% for males and 1.77%
for {ecwmales during the ycar. This is about 3 times the rate sho-n by
short duration movements and only about G. of the life time migration
shoim .y the 1972 data. Asswuing that lifctinme migration pertains Lo an
average of 20-25 ycars, it can be inferrcd that the tempo of migration
has perhops accelerated in the recent ycars. OF course, one has Lo lcep
in mind that life timc migration omits versons ko died in the meanthile
and algo those who returncd back to their placy of birth at the tiwc of

census.

As expected, lPlaines Wilhems com:s out as the prime destinavion
of migrants followed by Pamplemousses and Black River. Port Louis lcads
among the losers folloited by Grand Port, Flacq and Savanne. It is ko 1.
that since independence, Port Louis has lost its place as a residential
digtrict and is becoming more and molwe a ccnire for business,
trade, commerce, industry, transport, banking and other economic activities
vith residential houses and localitics being converted into business pro—
mises, banks, shops ctc. LAs mentionced in the a@nalysis of the housing si—
tuation in the island, “Port Louis being the administrative and commercial
centre of Mauritius, the available land ill be subject to competition
from various users — housing, industry, cormerce, administration, inlra—
structure, utilities and aunenities. Genorally housing cannot outhicd ©
other better off or more powerful competitors. Comsequently, the obvious
clioice is for the pcople to move into less populated, lesz deveiopcld or
cheaper localities. In this case, the noightouring low density Jdistric
of Blacl River (density 1.4 per sq. km), Pamplcemousses (512 per oq. i),
licka (269 per sq. km) and lower Plaincs 1ilhems could have attrachoed tle
migrants. Again after the civil unrest in 1968, it is known that o larpge

numoer of people moved out into the other digiricts'.

On the other hand, the loss of population and the slow gro.th
in housing in Savannc and Grand Port (22.0 and 15.6 percent change in
11 ycars as compared t1ith 30.3 in Pamplcemousses, 29.0 in Rividrc du

Rempart, 27.8 in Plaince Uilhems, 27.6 in Moka and 43.1 in Black River




wcnt“haﬁ&“iﬁ‘ﬁaﬁdl Of course it is not very ea8y to decipher vhnether
sloyr growth in population was a causc or o consoduencé of élOngfowih
in housing. But it is lmown that people ioolr advamtage of the tax and - -
other concessions in the rural districts currounding Port Louis and
Qons{fﬁcted>¥heir residences in the adjoining rural areas or toing from
vhere. they could continue enjoying all {tle wonefits.of-Port Louis.. The._.
17¢ll developed netiork of roads and transportation aided this movement.
Turthermore, educational, health and other facilities are reasonably

well distributed in the country and movement from one place to another

docs not deprive the peoplec of modern necensities.

Looking &t the origin and destination of the migrants it 1o
noted that Port Louis lost mostly to tie municipality of Becau lassin -
Rose Hill, to the neighbouring district of Pamplemousses and to another
neighbour — Black River. However, Beau Bassin lost in turn to Quatre—
Bornes and to Blaclt River. Quatre Boimnes also gained from neighbouring
Vacoas~Phoenix and Curepipe but lost glightly to neighbouring ruiral parts
of Plaines Wilhems. But frcem every other rural district therc iaos some
movement into. Quatre Dornes. Actually, for more than the past 10 yecars,
Quatre Bornes has attracted migrants from cvery part of the island. Ilbbka
on the other hand gained from Port Louis, but lost to the 4 towms in
Plaines Wilhems. Hoiyever on the whole lboka gained from other rural Jdis-—
tricts. Similarly Black River gained from Port Louis, but lost a little

to Quatre Bornes and on the whole maoined from .other rural districts.
<2

. Thus the pattern of movement depicted by the current nigrasion
data is indicative of a shift of population irom Port Louis anc thc out—
lying rural districts ol Grand Port, lMlacqg and Savanne into Quatrc Dornes,
Curepipe and into Dlack River, Pamplemousses and Molka. Table 3.0 gives
gome further refinement on the migration paittern as it goes into the

toimms separately and studies rural urban movementse.

I'rom Table 3.9 it is clear that Port Louis lost both to otner
urban and rural arcas substantially. Bcau Dassin gained a fe:r malers dbut
lost heavily on fTcumales mostly to olther urban arcas in Plaines TH lhems.
It is very interesting to see that ther: was a net urban to ruiral wove-
ment unlike in other developing countrics. But then it must be cmpha-—
sised that in Mauritius there is often not much difference beticen urban
growth rate,
in 1983 with

per year. Thc

and rural arcas. Coupled idth pceriaps much lotier natural
. - e - P 7 3 Il - i < §

the urban population declincda from 4d.2% in 1972 to Al.Tx
o - et WA

urban, rural growth rates of rosnectively 0.92% and 1.04%

urban rural population distribution will be congidercd in

more details labter.
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Tableé 3.9 - Rural urban migration stréams by sex bétiein 1932 and1983 (population

acgcd 1 ycar and above)

. 5
- o CMale ) o o ‘ Female,
Origin/Destination !
) in.. out . neev. .. .in | out net .

Port Louis/other urban 3105 693" - 338 h 423 868; - 44F
Port Louis/rural : 532" 1,049 . - 517 ﬁ 696 - 1,151 b= 455
Beau Bassin/other urban 922 . c25 G7 { 506 1,010 |- 504
Beau Bassin/fural : 3467 356 - 10 ﬂ A18 ] 398 20
Quatre Borncs/other urban 270" 553 317 ﬁ 1,041 643 395
Quatre Bornes/rural 350 201 157 452 256 186
Vacoas—Phoeniz/otlcr urban 624 502 - 75 525 614 - 39
Vacoas—Phoenix/rural : 194 148 A€ { 238 224: 6.1
Curepipe/other urban ) * 439- 387- 52 535 - 441 - 94
Curepipe/rural : 324 22G 05 387 287- 100
Pamplemousses/fural 7 277 234i A3 £63 : 385 - ‘ 73
Rividre du Rempart/rural - 216- 271- | - 55 360 - 421 - &1
Flacq/rural ‘ . 271 285 | - 14 241 - 453 |- 12
Grand Port/rural : 149" 169 - 20 204 315- |- 21
Savanne /rural - 106 143 | - 37 187 - 244 |~ 57
Moka/rural : 202 - 151 51 298 258 26
Black River/rural f 114 82 32 01 152 - 115- 37
Urban/rural - Y1,754° | 1,983 | - 220 {2 231 2,316 {- 35
Plaines Wilhems rural/ : ‘ : )

other urban ) 207 224 183 | N6 - 296 163
Plaines Wilhems rural/ 7 . )

other rural 141 53 33 ‘ 207 - 96 - ,.109 i

T R e R ‘ 3

Hence it can be noted that orn the i1lwole the sex ratio of
migrants was favourable to females. An examination of the age composition
of migration would give an idea of who the migrants are. Tablc 3.10 mives
the broad dge group ofgnct wicrants by digtrict. From this table it is
noted that there are slight'y more males among those aged 1-14 but much
less males aﬁong adults. It is known that in the population itself there
is a slight excess of males among the child and young ages, but there is
a dearth of males at the older ages. Table 3.11 gives the sex ratio ol
thie population and of net migrants by broad age proupse.e It can be noted
that vhereas at ages below 15 there is not much difference betwcen nci

migrants and total population in regard to scix raotio, there is a marlccd



55

-] o |8 -|e -] - -0 sov- | o |v-te -l -
e R KR R RO corl caz+ | 0 |euw|z o+ | ncLt | ey +LS
¢ - L+ o I RN T A pL-nooL 6 ¢ -|r +j9+tr -l
o6+ | Lo oLt doLr |z TR TR I A RO AN R
wL- | o0 la-pe - |- RN R K A
-1 v-lc -l -] eon- T O I I R L L
qz- 1t 0 fu-foe - ¢ -% oo -1 0o to-tz -lon-ior-je
6 -1 o |o-|n - - o -4 oiw-| o |9 -lv -] -ie -fu
TS B TR A 09 + 1 L8 w o | ez+)8s + | Lz+ | vl
- | 0 | 6s-| 6ol - | Lev- 6 -1 18- | 0 |os-| - | 8- | 16 -jool
sabe 11y [P aon | ™1 09 65 = 1| - 51 - 1 fisabe Ty il BRI R LA LI
- msH e j a 4 aTeN
o | sdnoab aby

T

spueysT I13inQ
JaATY %oetg
e0W

SWAYTIM S8uTeTd
auuBABg

3104 puEI)

boet 4

Jdedway np 3IITATY

sassnowatdwed

STNO7 3304

SR PR S i

$19T1381Q

PR ——————— T PR SR e L et At

xas pue dnoib abe ‘301I}STP Teotydeiboab Aq ¢ggl pue 786l uU3MIaq UO

w4

J O b aE o 20 e I FE Al

A o 3E b R SR ST e @ s WYY P s T rm s e

13e3bTW 19N -OT°E 31G




sShortage of males among migrants aged 15-59. Since marriage migra~
tion could be substantial and among this group it is the female ho
moves, such abnormal sex ratio can be explainced by thHe phenomenon

of wives moving into husbands'! households.

Table 3.11 - Sex ratios and age c¢omposition of net migrants.betmeen 1982 and
1983 and of total population, 1983

oup i
Afieiis) _ 1 -2 5 - 14 15 — 44 45 - 59 60 + 1+,
Sex _ratios .
Total population 101.9 102. 4 100.5 99.2 . 78.2 99.1
~Net migrants 96,2 104.3 - - 91.6 78.7 " 79.2 91.9
Age composition ‘

- {(Male 2.6 21.4 51.3 . 1l.2 6.4 59.9

Total population |(
- (Female 9.5 20.7 50.5 11.2 . 8.1 100.0
(Male 10.3 18.2 56.9 9.3 5.4 100.1

Net migrants o
(Female 9.8 16.1 57.1 10.8 6.3 100.1

It is also scen that the net migration is affecting the
Young adult age—group 15~44 more than the older ages above 45. Simi-~
larly the proportion aged 1—/ years is slightly more for net migrants
than for the total population whereas the proportion aged 5-14 is much
less for migrants as compared to the whole population. This pattern
could be due to the fact that the recent uigrants oénsist predominantly
of newly married couples without children, and also some recently married
couples with very young children, moving into new homes. Migration of
alder couples with older children aged 5-14 seems to have been rclatively
less. This pattern is to be expected if it ig surmised that young adults,
with or without very young children, havc a greater need to move 1o ncrir
permancnt abodes than older families, many of vhom would have had suffi-
cient time and resourccs to acquire permancnt housing.

Migration is very much influenccd by temporal aspects and the
picture emerging from the data of recent migration may not be fully rc-—
presentative of that existing in the islandrsay during the past 5 or 10
years. In order to study the pattern of migration for longer periods,

use is made of data from the question on usual residence 5 years ago.
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3.2.4. DMigration during the past 5 years
Table 3.12 gives thce data on place of usual rcsidence 5
years ago against usual address in 1903 by sex and district (with
some further classification of Piaines Vilhems into the A towns and
remaining rural arcas). From this table it has becen possible to
derive table 3.13 showing thc in, out and net novements between
districts hy sc:io.
Padle 3.13 = Imter disirict uisration betucon 1978 and 1933 by se:z (oersons aged
5 years and 'over) ‘ ‘
* n 1
Malece. . ... i memale '
District H— 1.
- din- out nct I in out net
- 1l
v il
Port Louis 2,369 6,625 ~ 4,256 i 3,408 7,855 — 4,447
1l
It
Pamplemousses 3,152 1,843 1,309 1 4,288 3,043 1,445
]
il
Rivigdre du Rempart 1,054 1,183 - 129 1 2,152 2,234 - 132
L} B
i .
Flacq 1,114 1,773 |- 659 & 2,333 3,139 | - 806
] ii
. ]
Grand Port - 43 1,597 |- €54 0 1,991 2,625 - 634
i
. P ) it . ‘
Savanne 603 1,335 - 732 & 1,177 2,013 - 835
il
I
Plaines Wilhems 7,058 3,880 3,208 I 9,293 5,761 3,532
i
it
Moka 2,255 1,351 - 204 !E 3,126 2,202 934
it -
Black River 1,760 751 1,009 ' 2,003 1,060 943
It
. ‘ " . :
. il

From the above table it is noted that a total of 20,368
males and 29,302 fecmales, giving o scx ratio 0. €5, moved during t he

five year poriod 1978-83. With an average estimated population of

around 463,000 ma.cs and 466,000 fcemales, the annual average rate of
nigration comcs to 0.88% for males and 1.29% for

Temales. These are

lower than +hat ias shown by the data cn recent migration. Accounting

for mortality and rcturn migration, the 1978-83 figurcs vould be slightly
increased but it is unlikely that they would bhe

by 1982-83 data.

as hish as those shown
Thus it looX., that therc has beocn some escalation in

the tempo of migration in reccnt ycars.
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The sex ratio of migrants between 1978 and 1933 is 0.63
which is much lower than the figure of (.75 for recent migraﬁts;u»
This is but to be expected because among these migrants of the past
5 years, there will be a large proporti-n of wives wuo moved into the
husbands' households. Also in a Tive year period, mortality effect on
males could be quite considerable kceping in mind the large male-female

differential in adult mortality.

As noted for recent migrants, the major loser is Port Louis
‘folloyed by Savanne Flacq and Grand Port. The lovgest berneficiary was
Plaines Wilhems with Pamplemousces, Black River and Moka also gaining

population during the period. : L .

B Map -301 shoﬁs the migréxory fldﬁs betweén aistficts )
during the period 1978-83. It can be noted that Port Louis is losing
population to Pamplemousses, Plaines Wilhems, Moka and Black River but
gains from Flacg. Pamplemousses gained from Riviére du Rempart vwhich
in turn lost to Plaines Wilhems. Plaines Willcms also gained trom
Grand Port, Savanne and Moka but lost to Black River. Flacqg lost also
to Moka in addition to Port Louis and Plaines Wilhems. On the vhole,
Plaines Wilhems gained from almost every other district excepting
Pamplemousses but lost to Black River. The movement is towards the
central part of the country Trom the south and east and also to the

west (Black River).

) In order to delve a little deeper into the migration flows
Table 3:14 and maps 3.2 to 3.7 show the movements between urﬁah and rurai
areas.

As with data of recent migration Port Louis lost both
4o urban and rural areas substantially during the 5 years between
1973-83. Beau Bassin—Rose Hill lost to rural arcas and to a certain
extent to other urban areas as well even though it gained some females.

Quaisre Bornes and Curepipe gained both from urban and rural areas
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Map 3.1 - MAURITIUS : Net migration streams between districts , 1978 - 838

( in thousands excluding less than 500 )
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Taple 3.14 — Rural urban migration streams by sex between 1978 and 1933

(Population aged 5 yéars and above)

Male. . emale
Origin/Destinaiion : -

C cdin out - - nect in coout net
Port Louis/other urban 785 2,757 | -1,9728 1,118 3,270 {-2,152
Port Louis/rural -1 1,534 3,868 | —2,2041 2,290 4,585 |-2,2¢95
Bean Bassin/other urban | 3,273 2,400 8730 3,612 2,962 650
Beau Bassin/rural : 999 1,354 | = 355} 1,315 1,642 |- 327
Quatre Bornes/other urban | 2,513 1,808 7054 3,027 2,083 544
Quatre Bornes/rural 1,076 792 2848 1,519 1,165 354
Vacoas Phoenix/other urban { 1,312 1,548 | - 236i 1,726 1,952 |-~ 226
Vacoas Phoenix/rural 863 1,424 | - 561L 1,254 1,906 [~ 652
Curcpipe/other urban 1,583 951 . 632? 1,987 1,203 T84
Curepipe/rural ) 1,382 1,236 146; 1,712 1,585 127
Pamplemousses/rural - 965 738 227% 1,823 1,534 289
Rividre du Rempart/rural 69é 742 | - 46% 1,489 1,515 - 27
Flacq/rural : 686 899 |~ 213} 1,546 | 1,884 |- 338
Grand Port/rural 483 532 | - 49% 1,092 1,144 |- 52
Savanne/rural 305 497 |- 192,‘II| 654 887 |~ 233
Moka/rural 666 396 270% 1,201 883 318
Biack River/rural : 255 252 3ﬁ 444 401 43
Urban/rural | 6,436 | 10,629 _4,193.:1: 8,853 | 13,061 |-4,208
Plaines Wilhems rural/ : Y ]

other urban S {1,955 | 532 | 1,4231 2,178 763 | 1,415
Plaines Wilhems rural/ ’ i
other rural 435 136 299ﬁ 790 327 £C3
S A _ S .
whereas Vacoas—Phoenix lost to both urban and rural areas, although

more to rural than to urban. Among the rural districts, Pamplemousscs
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Map 3.2 — Net migratien streams of Mauritian nationals between

the town of Pert—Louis ( north ) and other regions , 1978 — 1988
( In wnits less than 160 )
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Map 3.3 — Net migration streams of Mauritian nationals between
she town of Port-Louis ( south ) and other regions , 1978 - 83
{ in units excluding less than 100 )
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Map ‘3.4 — Net migration streams of Mauritian nationals between
the town of Beau Bassin — Rose Hill and other regions , 1978 — 83
0On wnits excluding less than 100 )
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Map 3.5 — Net migration streams of Mauritian nationals between
the tewn eof Quatre Bermes and other regions , 1978 — 83

(in units excluding less then 100)
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2.6 — Net migration streamse of Mawritian natienals between
1978 - 88

Map
the town eof Vaceas ~ Phoenix and other regiens ,

(in wnits excluding less than 100 )
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Map 3.7 — Net migratien streams of Mauritian nationals between
the tewn of Curepipe and other regiens , 1978 — 83
{ in units exciuding leoss than 100 )
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and Moka gained from other rural arcas, vhilst rural parts of Plaines—

Wilhems gained both from other urban and rural areas. BSlacl: River did

not gain much from other rural arcas and hence its net Fain came mostly
from urban areas, particularly from Port Louis and partly from Beau-—

Bassin-Rose Hill.

Here also it is observed that urban areas lost on the whole
to rural areas and the trend continued in 1982-83 as woll, as noted

earlier. _

Table 3.15 shows the age distribution of net naiionél
migrants by district and sex. Thc sex ratio of net misrants comes
to 0.94 as compared with a sex ratio of 0.99 for thé total population
aged 5 and above. There is a slight improvement in thc scx ratio from
about 0O.92 in the period 1982-83. The preponderancce of Foemales among
nef migrants occurs almost in all districts. Furthermore, the age-
composition of net migrants is rcughly the same from onc district to
another except in a few cases where the distribution is distorted by

the small size of the rigures.
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The asze distribution also indicates that thereas the child
and old age populations are proportiocnately less eamong net migrants,
there are relatively more adults aged 15-44 years amongz migrants. The
sex ratios also are much lover at ages 15 and above bui much higher at

ages 5-14. Table 3.16 shows the details.

......

1903 and of total populaition aged 5 years and above

Age—group (years) .. 5-14 1544 . 45=49 . . 60+ 5+
Sex ratios
Total population 102.4 100.5 99. 2 75+ 2 98,8

Net migrants 107.3 5.3 78.1 75.0 94.0

Age composition

Total Lt (Iale 23.7 56.9 12.4 7.0 100.0
oval Population  (pemale 22,9 55.9 12.3 3.9 100.0
. (Male 22.4 61.6 10. 3 5.7 100.0

Net migrants (
\Female 19.6 .. 60.3. 12.5 7.1 100.0

An important consideration in migration analysis is the
areal unit emnloyed to delineate snatial aspects of movements. TFor
meaningivl analysis, it is imperativce that migration should be studied
at as small an areal unit as is feasible within the constraints of
available data, the time and resources available Tor analysis and the
peculiar geographic and other situations in the country. Even though
the analysis hag so far been carried out at district and to a certain
extent at thc level of MCA's; it is considercd relevant and important
to study the movements not only betieen districts and to a certain extent
at some intra district levcls, but also between arcas within districts,

that is; inbtra district migration streams.

As indicated in an carlicr chapter, the island was demarcated
into several hundred enumeration areas for census purposes and there are
the 5 MCA's and 08 VCA's which are administrative units. Vhereas the
enumeration areacs and VCA's arce too many and may not Le meaningful in
interpretation of the mass of data, there was incdeed the need to study
migration at lower levels than the districts and ITCA's. Accordingly,
as mentioncd in the earlier chapter, the island vas divided into 24
units in such a +ay that combination of such units vould form the known
MCA's and districts. The division of districts into further units was
based on criteria of lumping together adjoining VCA's around known grovth
poles so that within such units migration may not bec very important, but
between such areas the picture of movements may tliroir additional light

on the settlement pattern in the island.
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Table 3.17 shovs the net gain s (+) or losses (=) of each of
the 24 areal unlts and their orlgln/destlnaiﬂou. Port Louis is divided
into 2 units — A and B thich are characterised by terrain, type of activity
and residential versus other types of buildings. The district of Plaincs-

)

Uilhems has in addition to the 4 towms, 71 rural localities adjacent to the
toins but separated from cach other. Hence there are 8 sub divisions of
this district. Bean Bascin-Rose IHill is denoted bv C, Quatre Bornes Y

D Vacoas—Phoenlx by B ané Curepipe by i% Pamplemoussec is diviZced into

2 unltﬂ - K and L. Similarly Rividre du Rempert has two units Il anc M,
Flaoq has P and Q, Mol has R and S, Grand Fort has T and U, Savarme

has V and W and Black Biver has X and I. As mcntioned earlier, the divi-—
sion has'certain physical geographical connotation and hence is coungidere?

useful in the delincation of migration streams.

Trom the table it can be noted that from Port Louis, the greatest
loss is from A and this ins gained by B, C, P K, R and thhat-isﬁthe other
part of Port Louis itscls sained from its neighbour and the toims of Beau-—
Bassin~Rose Hill, Queitre Bornes, the vestcern part of Pamplemousscsy Lwhio
north western part oi lblta and the northein part of Black River. Thus
the loss form Port Louig is much more -circurmscribed and is mostly  cma—
nating from the less ﬂospltable and more commcrcial, business oriented
areac. Also the gains are more specific to certain areas within Plaines—
1lilhems, Pamplemousscs,; loka and Black Iiver Bven though the loirer
part of Port Louis gaincd from its other component, it lost to Beou Dassin,
iestern part of Pamplcuousses, north—iestern 'loka and northern Dlack-

River. Again Beau Basnin—-Rose Hill -hich _ained from Port Louis, hor—
ever lost to Quatre Bornes and northern Dlacl: Aiver. The MCA o7 Vacoas—
Phoounix lost to the adjacent rural pary ol “laines Wilhems and to Curc—
pipe. At the same time Curepipe lost *to the adjacent rural part oi
Plaincs VWilhems but gained substantially fron Vacoas—Phoenix,; norih—
estern Grand Port and northern Savanne. wocause of the awvailebility

of cheaper land and the cxemption from municipal taxes in rural arecas,

slves

[l

people may be moving into adjacent rural localities which thus

hem guch financial advantages but at the saue time does not deprive

A

1
them of the proximity of the towns in terus of facilities, amenities;

-

obs etc. It loolzs that the incidence o. taxcs and rates in the Towns

u

have acted as disinceniives to locate residential places especially
since transportation and communication lfacilities are well developed and

educational, health and other amenities are more or less equitably located.



3.2.5

From the above detailcd classification of migration streams
by smaller and more meaningful geographical units, e conclude that
even though the pattern of migration is not very much distorted by the
larger uni*s of districts or MCA's utilised in the study, still for
planning purposes the picture emerging from the usc of smaller areal
units are more appropriate. The study clearly shois that the north
eastern part of Port Louis is the real loser ancd tihe gainers are Quatre—
Bornes, Curepipe and specific arcas of Pamplemougses, loka and Black -
River. Also other locations of population losses in Grand Port,; Flacqg,
Rividre du Rempart and Savanne are clearly noticcable. This information
will be very helpful to the physical planner if it can be supplemented
by the causes and consequences of -such movemente. Unfortunately, with
the available data it is not possible to discern cither of these . It
would be very useful if surveys are carried out both in origin and des-—
tination areas on the migrants regarding their reasons for the move,
how they have adjusted to the nev environment and hovw the sending and
receiving areas have been afTected.

Map 3.5 shows the net intcr-regional migration during the period

1978-83.

Intercensal net migration : Censug survival ratio melihod

So far consideration hasg been restricted to the dircclt ques—
tions bearing on migration, namely those based on usual recsidcnce at
a given prior date. It is noiw proposed to use the 2 census age distri-
butions by geographic areas to cstimate intercensal nct nicration. As
menticned carlier, since the interval is 11 years, it has becn converted
to 10 years by the forward projection of the population of 1972 +o 1973
to simplify calculations. Thig method will provide yot anothci estimate

of net migration by district for the ten year interval 1973~33.

Table 3.18 gives the projected 1973 population o +thec island

by age and scx along with the 1203 cnumerated population and the calculated

census survival ratios.




75

Map 3.8 - Net inter—regional migration streame of Mauwritian nationals , 1978 - 1983
( in wnits excluding less than 200)
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Using the survival ratios in conjunction with the 1973 popula—
tion by age and sex gives the expected population at ages 10 and abovc
in the appropriate age groups. Comparing the cxpected with the observed
at each district providcs cstimates of net migration at the respective

age sex groups.

Tables 3. 19 gives the age sex distribution by district in
1973 and 3.20 gives the Tigures for 1983. The 1983 expected population
by age group,district and se:x is obtained by multiplying the 1973
porpulation by corresponding survival rates. Comparing the expected with
the eﬁumeraiéd, one gets the net migration by age and sex as given in
table 3.21. The method provides only nct migration of those aged 10 ycars
and above in 1983‘as it is possible to survivae only those who are alive
at the earlier census Tor the ten years. To obtain the estimated nct
migrants at younger ages; use is made of the child woman ratios based on
the later count. Two types of child vomar ratios based respectively on
children aged 0-4 and 5-9 corresponding to vomen in the reproductive age:s
15-44 ond 20-49 are calculated. To obtain the migrant children onc rmst
keep in mind that there are two streams of vomen who migrated during the
10 years—those aged 15-4.1 ulo moved during 1$73-78 and those agoed 15-4.1
who moved during 1970-33 . Again, therc arc fwo possibilities — the
yvomen mnay have brought a child with th.m or they had the child after the

move in wvhich case the child is not a misgrant.
=3

In 1983 a child aged O-4 could be a migrant only if it 1as

brought by the women aged 15-44 during the gecond half of the decade;that is,
1970-03, whereas a child aged 5-9 in 1983 could have either come with a
woman aged 15-44 during 1973-73 or with a roman aged 20-49 during 1970-33.
Thus the chances for a child aged 0-4 to be a migrant is only a quartoer.
However for a child agced 5-0 to be a migrant there are two possibilitics:

He could have come with his mother when hc was aged 0-4 during the first

half of thé decade or he could have comc i1hen he was already betwecen a~cs
5=9 during the second half of the decade. Thus the chance for him to be

a nigrant is 0.75; Thus to obtain migrant children aged 0-4 the child
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woman ratio based on children O-4 is miltiplied by estimated net

migrant women aged 15-44 and thisg result is further multiplied by

0.25 . Similarly children aged 5-9 are obtained by multiplying the

child woman ratio based on children aged 5-9 by net migront women aged
20-49 and then multiplying the result by 0.75. Using the results already
obtained, that is,nct migrant-women aged 15-44 and 20-45, the child migrants

arc estimated and entcred in Table 3.20.

From the calculations it is noticed that Port Louis lost popu—
1ation at all ages. A total of 6,677 males and 2,203 females were lost. At
the :Bame time Pamplemousses, Plaines Wilhems and to & large extent
Moka and Black River gained at all ages. BEven though in Grand Port
and Savanne the net balance was negative there were sonc reverses which
may be due to problems in the data, methodology, assumptions etc. Lut

it is clear that on the whole these were losers.

Considering the losses onc can note that a total of 11,228
males and 11,450 females aged O and above are estimated to have moved
from one district to another. TFor comparison purpotS, 10 have to
estimate net migration for those aged 5+ vhich come ou%s to be 10,844
males and 11,072 females with a sex ratio of 0.90. e net migration
rates for males and females work out to be respectively 2.76% for male
2.80% for female per yecar. From the age distribution of net migrants
it can be noted thai relatively there are fewer children but larger
proportion of young adults. The sex ratio of children is similar to
that of total population but at young adult ages (15-44) there are
more females than ﬁalés'as noted’insthe case of data from the other
sources. Thus the indirect estimate of migration from the 2 census

= sex distributions confirms the findings from the guestion on
(=)

migration during1ﬁc past one and five ycars.

Tt is obvious that the pattern of migration during the
past 10 years has more or less remained the same xﬁth pcrhaps some
slight escalation of the tempo ol movements in the recent rycars.
How far this quickcning of the tcmpo will conmtinue 1111 depend upon

various factors like availability of suitable land for housing,the relative



advantages of various locations for residcnitial purposes in terms o~
amenities, facilities and proximity to employinent opportunities, the
success or otherwise of rural development strategies, and other socio—
economic measures being implemented by the government. With a sizcablce
fall in fertility and postponement of marriages, the rate of household

formation in the island may not be as fast s in the past.

Housing is an important clement Cetermining migration.
According to the study carricd out on houscholds and housing, it :as
estimated that whereas nouseholds grevw at wa annual rate of 2.32% during
1972 to 19323, it will grow only at the rate ol 1.88% during 1983 +to
2003. 'This coupled with the fact that construction during the pasgt had
been rather lavish for accoumodating large femilics, and that the fall
in Tamily size is expectcd to be from 4.51 in 1903 +o 3.89 in 2003, perhaps
Sorie of the existing large houses may Le ablce to absorb new housecholdy

who would share the large building. The average number of rooms per

\0

housing unit in 1983 1o 3.53 tvhich with an cipected family size of 3.39
vorks out to 1 room per person. In developed countries the maximun
density allowed ranges from 1.4 to 2.2 persons per room and hencc there
is scope Tor such living arrangements vyhereby narried children may e
able to occupy part of the parental homes i1dthout the necessity of looli—~
ing for scparate accommodabion clsevliere. This may result in less nc—
cessity Tor couples to move into their owm homes in other parts of the
island and may also be nccessitated by econouic and other environmentsl

congiderations.

There is another aspect namely, government's efforts to developn
rural arcas ond provision of amenities, facilities and infrastructurc
more cquitably throughout the island. Thigc Ly cCampen the flow of nlsrant s
from Graond Port, Savanne, Ilacq and Rividre du Rempart to Quatre Bornos
and Pamplcmousses, Moke and Black River. Yot another policy of goverrment
to develop the towns and main villages may result in less movements o
Beau Bassin-Rose Hill, Vacoas—Phoenix, and porinps Port Louis, to ad-
joining rural areas,especially since the policy of breserving agricultbural
land may act as a barrier to settlement in such productive lands as in

the past.




2.6

o
53

Jome consequenceés of migration ¢ groitll of towns and urben ardas

One of the {indings of the wmalysis has been that unlilic
in other developing countries, in lauritius the urban areas have
lost population to +the rural arcas. Lespccially the capital city-—

Port Louis-— has lost substantially so mmch so that even though all

the other towms together showed a gain; still the loss was much

more resulting in a decline in the grovwth of the urban arcaos.

Port Louis vhich had 17.6,. of the population of the islend
in 1962 reduced its share to 16.2. in 1572 and to 13.8% in 1%03.
Ploines Wilhens even though showed o slisht gain from 30.55. in 1962
S0 31.3% in 1972 did not show much o an increase in 1933. The »nro-
portion remaincd almost static at 31.4%. Thus the two districts
thich comprisc the urban population, shoued very little growth and as
o matter of faci, Port Louis showcd a lower population figuirc in 1933

than in 1972.

According to the last four censuses, the urban population
increased from 175,110 in 1952 to 316,860 in 1962 to 364,444 in 1972
and to 403,081 in 1903, At the same time the total population also
increcased from 501,415 1n 1952 to 681,610 in 1962 to 826,199 in
1872 and 966,863 in 1283. Thus the proporiion urban increased ini-
tially from 3.9 in 1952 tc 46.5 in 1962 but steadily declincd %o
44,19 in 1972 and 41.7% in 1983.

The sex rotio of the urban population improved Ifrom 7.
in 1962 to 96.0 in 1972 but fecll te 7.9 in 1983, For the couniry
as a whole the scx ratio has been decliining steadily from 100.¢ in

1962 to 100.2 in 1972 and 99.1 in 1933.

The age structure of the urban populaticn for 172 ond
1983 given in Table . 3.22 indicates that not mucl: changze
has occured cduring tince 11 year period inspite of the apparent out
migration during the interval . As a umatter of fact assuming that
the urban population has the same groiwrbhh rate as the national popu—

lation for the period, the expectced malce and female urban population
1 joley



in 1,83 comes out to 209,927 and 216,594 respectively, which when
compared vith the enumerated 199,441 male and 203,640 female popu-—
lation indicates a net out-migrstionof more than 10,000 males and
around 13,000 females in the 11 years. Applying the intercensal

(10 year) survival ratios obtained as in section 3.2.5 to the cnume—
rated populations carried forward to 1973 and then to 1983 the net
migration came out as - 3,800 males and 5,000 females aged 10 and abovc.
Adding the child migration estimated as around 1000 of each sex, it

can be seen that the net out-migration from the urban areas 10 other
parts of the island comes out as 4,800 males and 6,000 females. There
is a difference of 5,200 males and 6,000 females in the two estimates.
MMrstly, the national survival ratios could be underestimating urban
survival ratios so much so that the expected populations could be higher
than shown by the census survival ratios. Secondly, the population

of the country is not closed as assumed in the method. As a matter of fact,
there is a sizeable emigration,for example, during 1972 to 1983 a total
of 22,000 males and 23,000 females are recorded to have emigratco.

This would have depressed the survival ratios. How many originate.
from urban areas is not known. In a study carried out by MATIM around
the early 70's it was estimated that the 5 manicipalities lost 34, 4C0
persons during a decade to other countries but gained 28,500 from

other parts of the island. Of this gain most,that is, 23,400 , ent

+o the towns in Plaines Wilhems.

Thus in addition to internal nel out-migration from the
toyms there is a sizeable net emigration as well which may be of the
magnitude as shovn by the previous calculations. It looks as il scowf
of the losses to external areas were somcihat compensated by in-—migra-—
tion from outlying districts in the past but in recent years it seoms
that even the net balance of internal mizration is unfavourablc to the

toimg resulting in a double loss to urban areas.

Government'!s desire to increase density within those parts
which are already urbanised and preserve agriculturally productive land
seems not to have been realised. Between 1972 and 1983 agricultural
1and declined from 106.2 thousand hectares to 103.7 thousand hectares

vhereas &t the same time built up area increased from 11.9 thousand




hectares to 14.4 thousand hectares and forest; scrub and grass landy
also declined from 64.5 thousand hectarcs to 64.3 thousand hectarec:
According to the development plan 1984-36 it is estimated that another
3,200 to 4,000 hectares of highly productive agricultural land will

be converted to urban uses. Thus there is urgent need to strictly
implement the national physical development plan for the orderly devoe-
lopment of human settlements, efficient distribution of socio esconnmic
activities and the careful exploitation and protection of the natural
resources. With the limited land resources and with no other natural
resources, it is essential that action programmes be mounted and moni-—

tored continuously.

Table 3.22 — Population distribution by age and sex, urban areas — 1972 and 1953

|
Iba l-e E Femalec
Age % :
1972 - § 1983 1972 1983
(years) , : . -
o Number % - Number % Number % Number | %-
- 4 10,1991} 10.6 21,562 10.8 18,096 § 10.3| 21,071 1C.3
5 - S 24,3291 13.8 19,367 9.7% 24,437 13.3} 19,061 9.4
10 ~ 14 24,4881 13.6 17,616 8.8& 23,004 { 13.91 17,158 S
15 - 19 22,4751 12.5 23,031 11,55 22,732 | 12.31 22,922 ; 11.3
20 -~ 24 17,239 9.6 22,627 11.3; 17,704 .61 22,109 | 10.9
25 - 29 11,791 6.5 19,116 9.6i 12,615 6.9f{ 19,099 9.4
30 - 34 10,078} 5.6 16,312 8.2% 10,372 5.61 16,273 8.0
35 -~ 39 2,760 5.4 | 11,652 5.9% 9,878 5.4 12,252 €.0
40 - 44 3,372 4.9 2,203 4.7 3,663 1.7 9,699 1.0
45 - 49 9,264 5.1 8,811 | 4.4h 3,775 1 4.8} 9,164 | 4.5
50 - 54 64751 3.6 7,793 | 3.98 6,154 33 7,738 1 3.8
55 - 59 5,7 | 3.2 7,976 | 3.9% 5,905 | 3.2] 8,152 | 4.0
60 - 64 12271 2.3 5,400 | 2.8d  a,731 | 2.6] 5,877 2.0
65 -~ 69 2,012 1.6 4,026 2.0 3,501 1.9 4,840 2
0 - 14 1,729} 1.0 2,573 1.3 2,508 1.4 3,597 1.4
75+ 1,348 0.7 2,243 1.1 3,268 1.8 4,628 2.3
! .
i
Total 180,37 199,441 1 184,073 -} 203,640
I A - B o SEEEY .
i _ :
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3.2.7 hovement from reésidence to worli placde

Tvo of the main goals of the national physical stra—
tegy are the identifTication of industrial estates in both urtan
and rural settlements to provide an adequate geographic distri-
bution of Joh opportunities in relation to place of residence

\- . o~

and improvement of inter urban anc insra urban traiffic flous

pJ
%)
b
"
o}
H

through the formulation of lonz term road schemes an

term traffic management projecits.

In order to assess the imnact of these policies and +to
study the pattern of movements, there vas a question in thc census
on place of work. The locality and district of the actual plasce of

s yoric-of the porgon where he voriied most of the time wvas o be noted-

dowm. For persons who vmrkcd mainly at home, it was yritten dovm

[ 5}

as 'a.t hom T‘or- thOSe wiho vorked as, say, Qtreot vendors, ‘the
'place'whero ‘they spent most of their time in their work vas noted.
For those 1w travel a lot, lilze tacd drlvergi bus. drlvw g, salea—
men, etc. the place where they roport for work was taken ax the

place of vorlk.

Table 3.23 gives the place of sork by place of reguidencs
of working nationals by sex and by district (With a Turther hrcak
downn of Plaincs Uilhems into'th- A towms and remalnln - rural loca—
lities). brom this ‘tablc, e obtain Table 3. 24m&uch~shox the net

movements betwvecn nlace of residence and placde of worlks

From Tablce 3.23 it is found (hat there is an influx of

25,000 males and around 8,000 femalcs into Port Louis for work rom

ther parts of the island. With an out flow of about 4,000 malc:
and 2,000 females the net gain to Pore Touis is 20 ,000 malecs and

6 OOOffemales° Uith a population (de facto) of about ¢34,0C this
net 1nflux constitutes about 20%. Thus on working days the city
1ill have to cater %o another 26,000 persons in terms of amcnitie S,
facilities, infrastructure e%c._ Dbst'of_the‘gain is from the otlor
4 towms but therc is a sizeable influx from rural areas as well.
Out of the total nct movement of 26,000 around 377 are of rural
origin. The 4 towns naturally lost people to Port Louls but they

alsc lost substantial numbers to other rural areas.
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Table '3.24 - Net moveménts beticen place of residence and place of worl: by sSex

and district of residence

ITale }:}: Femealoe
Residence Place of rprik _ — )
e - . in out . net i in ous net
Port Louis | Other urban - {13,148 {1,239 {11,909 ﬁ 5,077 § 320§ 4,707
Port Louis Rural - 111,468 13,058 | °,/10 § 2,764 {1,508 | 1,23€
Beau Bassin- - S - i )
Rose Hill - |Other urban 3,127 7,927 {4,800 # 1,091 | 3,426 |-2,335
! Beau Bassin- ﬁ
| Rose Hill Rural 1,743 | 3,108 {-1,365 ? 413 11,015 |~ 602
[ Quatre Bornes Other urban 1,908 {5,957 |—4,049 J 838 (2,552 }-1,714
f Quatre Bornes Rural 811 {3,042 |-2,231 T 289 865 |- 576
| Vacoas—Phoenix Other urban 2,909 4,276 |-1,367 5 704 | 2,033 }-1,329
Vacoas~Phoenix | Rural 2,387 12,250 137;; 566 500 66
Curepipe - |Other urban | 2,528 {4,221 !-1,693 ? 1,813 1,192 621
| Curcpipe -~ | Rural | 2,831 {2,632 149|} 1,306 663 643
| - | Piaines Wilhems - - i ) )
| rural Urban 2,59 |3,829 [-1,239 ﬁ 934 1,622 (- 638
i Plaines Wilhems i o R )
rural Other rural 1,534 |1,201" 3331 259 303 |- 44
! | Pamplemousses _ jUrban | 2,039 |4,857 {-2,818 i 1,020 |1,049 [~ 29
| | Pamplemousses  |Other miral - { 2,587 {1,628 959 ﬁ . 544 “383 1 161
’ Rividre du Rempart{Urhan : 450 11,077 | -1,5271 = 102 211 |- 109
. |Rividre du Rempaxt|Other rural _ | 1,176 {2,912 |-1,7364 337 | 490 - 153
| Macq ; Urban 905 1,534 |- 629 ﬁ 208 217 |- 9
Flacq Other rural 1,486 |2,017 |-1,431 1 266 81 |- 115
Grand Port - |Urban | 1,309 {1,763 |~ 4541 305 407 |- 102
Grand Port ~ {Other rural - 751 |1,7€4 |-1,013 1 173 | 238 |- 65
Savanne - {Urban } 642 915 {— 2731 120 279 {- 159
Sevanne - {Other rural | 1,312 | 657 655 I 210 1153 57
Black River Urban | 2,868 {1,705 | 1,163 1 630 773 |- 83
Black River Other rural 831 3983 433 1 93 220 |- 127
. 1. . _ﬁ R -




both to urban and rural areas whercas Pamplemousses and Savanne

lost only to urban areas.

93 -

Rivi2re du Rempart, Flacqg and Grand Port lost heavily

even though Dlack River lost females to urban and rural areas.

Moka and Black River on the whole gained

A

total of 63,762 males and 22,523 females moved from their residence

to place of work.

ing on place of work.

non movers (tmrkers) by rural/urban place of residencsc.

This works out to about 3 % of all workers report-

- —. .Tahle 3.25 shows the occupational categorigs of movers ar:d

As expected

the largest percentage of movers hoth among males and females and to

a largce extent in urban arcas were those belonging to profcssional/

technical/admiﬁistrativé/managerial/clerical occupations.

Agriculturc

workers had the least mobility cspcecially those resident in urban areas.

Production and transport workers haa the next highest mobility after

the thite collar occupations. ‘Among urban females the mobility among

white collar jobs was even higher than among males in urban areas.

With

a sizcable proportion of women rcporicd among white colilar occupaﬁions

this is ~ut to be expecited as most of the women are otherwise engaged

in home cnterprises or are agriculturc vorkers who do not have to move

to do their jobs.

Table 3.25 — Working nationals by t0wn/district of usual residoence, place of

rorlk and occupational groupl/

- 1 .
Number Number (orking in I Number Number working in
- i
o ) living ﬁ living Sauac Ot her
ccupational in Same Other |Rural Hin puray | Toral rural -
group: towns Toim towms areasl%i R dis—- dis— omns
: wns - fdistriots trict | tricts
. il
" ’ ]
R o i R B
0 - 3 20,419 | 7,713| 9,047{ 3,659 13,328 | 5,929 1,829 5,570
. . 1 _ R
4 - 5 17,507 | 11,446 | 4,422} 1,639 13,757 | ©,900| 1,261 3,507
if
6 5,320 1 1,723 297 3;120% 37,708 | 31,653 5,098 957
. 1t '
7 -9 36,007 121,591 | 9,654 5,722) 39,577 | 25,727 | 4,574] 9,206
A1l I ’ ﬁ o U R B
occupations 80,233 1 12,473 } 23,620 |p4,140%104,370 72,363 112,762 119,240

1/ Occupational groups

. 1. Professiomnal, lcchnical and Related liorkers
Administrative and Managerial lorkers
Clerical and Rclated Workers
Sales Workers

Service Yorloers
Agricultural, Animal Husbandry and orcstry

Workers, rishermen and Hunters
Production and Related Vorkers, Transport Tquipment
Opcrators and Labourers



Table 3.25 (cont'd) —

R I R " oo e . o
Working riationals by ‘toivm/district of usual residcence,

place of iyork and occupational: groupi[

Pemalc
1
Number{ Number working in - - '}'I! Nucber Number working in .
o . . L ’ —H L - -
ccupational. living e i living Same Other
sToup in Same Other |Rural lilll!in rural - | ruralk rural :
& : ) . SR 13 - Towtis
town tomms {arcas | gictrict Gl s~ cis
....... towns AR R ‘ ’lli Aistricts | yricy tricts
1
0 - 3 12,045 | 4,536 5,530 {1,279 4 4,912 2,501 5951 1816
4 - 5 2,034 ) 8,067 | 1,356 411 5,172 3,880 2141 1,078
6 1,213 354 75 704 1 14,317 13,139} 1,032 146
7 - 10,317 | 6,378 | 2,562 {1,377 8,601 5,713 590 | 2,298
A1l : - ] - - }
occupations: |33,/09 {19,335 { 9,523 {4,551 }} 33,002 25,233 2,431 5,338
1/ Occupational groups : 1. Profesgional, Technical and Related Workers
- 2. Administrative and Managerial Workers
3. Clerical and Related Uorkers
4. Sales Workers
5. Scrvice Workers
6. Agricultural, Ani:sal Husbandry and Forestry

Table 3:26

* Workers,; Fishcrmen and Hunters

Production and Related Vorkers, Transport Iquipument

Operators and Labourers

— Movers by o¢cupational catcgory, urban-rural

dence and sex

Urban residence, . .. .. .. l! Rural residence
Occupational Male- - Female . U Male: ' ' Female
category Number % Number % Number % Number %
A 12,706 38 7,509 44 7,399 22 2,411 14
B 6,061 19 1,7671 12 4, 760 15 1,292 9
C 3,617 3 59 6 ! 6,055 14 1,173 8
D 15,376 20 3,939) 21 I 13,700 18 2,885 15
|' )
1
Total |37,760 14,074 | 22,002 7,769




Table 3.27 -~ Movers.¥/by urban-rural residence, urban-rural place of worlk
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Table 3.26 shows the movers by occupational category, urban -
rural residence and sex. The occupational categories are defined as
follows : A = Prgfessional/ﬂechnical/Administrative/Managerial/Clerical;
B = Sales and Service; C = Agriculture; D = Production/Transport. The
Percentages are calculated for each sex and occupation category and are
related to total workers (movers plus non movers). Forrinstancey occupa-
tion categories A, B, C and D have respectively 33,747, 31,264, 4%,048
and 76,544, males and 16,957, 15,006, 15,5%0 and 18,918 female workers.

It is noted that 69,762 males and 22,523 females out of 134,603
male and 66,411 female worxkers moved from their residence to work place
giving a rate 6f 37.8 for males and 35.9 for females with an overall rate
of 36.8%. A total of 92,285 persons are reported as having to move from
their residence to workplace out of a total population of 961,524. Yith
the addition of the return to residence from workplace this implies that

around 180-190 thousand persons nave to move daily to their workplace.
Another way of looking at the lmmensity of the traffic flowc

consequent on residences being different from location of Jobs is given

in Table 3.27.

Tt

oceupational, category and sex

1 E Urban residence Rural residence l
1 ' ;i—-—_-_g.x,g [ ;_\zx, T a3 a s B s ux.Ex 7 - R e B S |
;Occupatlonal v Urban place Rural place 5 Urban place E Rural place
i ; of work : or work ! of work ﬁ of work -
: category - P S | k4444étk* NP
5 : Male ; Female[ Male -EFemale Male [ Female [ Male ,iFemale |
A 44.3 45.9 ¥ 17.9 16.4 41.8 37.0  f 13.7 1z2.1
b b
i B 25.3 13.8 9.4 4.2 25.5 20.8 : 9.2 4.1
; c 9.3 6.2 58.4 | 64.6 { 2.5 1.0 15.5 7.2
i ’ " 1 A q
P r . - 1
: D { 26.1 } 24.8 - 15.5 F 13.3 | -23.3 [ 26.7 } 11.6 ¢ 6.9
: j ‘ | ‘ ; : :
LQ*M“L :E Iq

NENE SN

——y

1/ The figures are in percentages to total workers of that residence
status and sex
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It is seen that the largest proportion of movers are those
belonging to professional categories both in urban and rural areas moving
into urban localities. As expected urban femalcs have a slight edge over
urban meles in their propensity for movement intvo other urban areas among
professional groups. Agriculture being predominantly rural based, naturally
the movements from urban arcas to rural areas among agricultural workers arc
consgiderable bhut among rurel dwellers such movemonts are negligible. Gone—
rally transport and produciion relaied workers are moving more than salca
and service workers perhaps beccause most of the latter categories may be
having their workplaces near their homes cspecially shopkeepers and thosc

running repair and maintenance establishments.

On the whole it secms that governmeni®s dezire to bring jobs to
the people has not yet fructified because still most of the administrative,
commercial, business and trade are still in Port Louis and the other four
municipalitics. Also because of the tax and ratc incentives people have
moved out ITrom Port Louis and other towns into adjoining rural districts.
There is still further nccd to disperse the industrics, administrative,
commercial and business enterprises side by side 1ith encouraging people
to settle in the already urbanised parts by incrcasing overall density ac
envisared in the national physical development plan. This would in turn
ensurc the other aim of the phi'sical development plan of preserving agri-—

culturally productive land.

The laudable ain of promotion of better living through the adoption
of a national housing policy which would includc the planned development
of housing estates as 1ell as the replacement of slums on land in private
owmership is yorth implemcenting not only to casce the housing situation but

also to alleviate the huge traiffic for employment purposcse.

Yet another facet of the problem of location of administrative,
commercial, business and trade headquarters and the port in Port Louis is
the need for people to travecl to Port Louis in order to get. some of their
work done cven though they may not ve staying or working there. The ccncus
question has not netted such travellers whosec numbers could be quite substan—
tial. Deccntralisation of govermental and other activities could reducc
such movements and save nct only on petrol and icar and tear on vehicles
but also on time and energy. However decentralisation may have its owm
problems and nceds to be vievwcd in the conte:t ol the relatively small

size of the country.
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Chapter IV

SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE _DATA COLLECTICN AND  ANATYSIS

4.1 Census data

4.1.1 Migration questions

At present the census is Perhaps the only source
of data on internal migration. The two questions that were
included at the 1972 census related to the place of birth for all

bersons and the length of residence for non-Mauritians.

These questions were dropped in 19835 and replaced by
three questions on usual address at the time of the census, usual
address one year prior to the census date and usual address five
years prior to the census date. The main reason for asking these
questions was to obtain information on internal migration that
would enable adjustments to be made to the bporulation estimates
by subregions such as geographical district and municipalities.
Such estimates have been based on census benchmark figures which
are updated by taking into account live births,; deaths and inter-
natibnal migration. No adjustments were made for internal migra-
tion because no data were available. Hence it was thought
necessary to include questions at the census which would make
the necessary data available. The three questions mentioned
above were chosen because they would give a better picture of the
patterns of current internal migration than the 1972 gquestions
which were oriented towards measurement of life time migration
and the origin of the immigrant stock in the country. It is
proposed to use the results of the Present analysis to adjust

for internal migration the regional estimates of population that

are prepared regularly.

The analysis has shown that the one year mlgratlon flgures
are relatively small and may be more erratic than the five year
data. Furthermore, the five year migration rates may be more
relevent in adjusting population estimates over a ten year periocd
between two censuses. Hence consideration may be given to thne

possibility of dropping the guestion on usual residence one year

ago at the next census.

4.1.2 Confounding of localities

During the course of the analysis it has been found that
in a very few cases some confusion has occurred as regards the
neming of localities; +two localities with distinct names have

been considered as one locality. For example the village of
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Petit Paguet in the north of the island has been confounded
with the village of St. Frangois; although these two localities
are quitendistinct, with the result that the latter seems to
have increased in population size whilst the former seems to
have disappeared. One possible reason for this is that at the
pre-census listing stage the Chief Enumerator may have started
with one locality and carried over his listing of households to
the next locality without changing the name of the locality on
his listing schedule.

This may have happened either because the Chief Enume-
rator was not very familiar with the localities or because he
gimply forgot to change the name of the locality particularly
since "ditto" marks are used extensively to avold unnecessary
repetition of locality names, etc. Another possibility is that
the errors were introduced at the data punching stage. The
locality code is made up of 5 digits where the first refers to -
the distyiuvi, the next two to the Municipal Ward or Village
Council Area and the last two identify the locality. It is
therefore not impossible for a puncher dealing with a given
batch of schedules containing for example one VCA but two
localities to erroneously punch the whole batch to one and the
same locality. Hence extra care needs to be taken at the next
census to avoid similar misheps. Pieldstaff could be trained
to be thoroughly familiar with their areas and the names of
streets and localities within those areas. They could perhaps
also be asked to use abbreviations rather than ditto marks
to reduce the possibility of confounding one locality with

enother on the listing schedules. Data punchers could be ins—
tructed to use prepunching only after ensuring that this does
not lead to errors of the type under discussion.

Anglyvsis of data

4.2.1 Analysis of migration between regicns

Tn order to get an insight into the migratory pattern
of movement of the population and be able to measure to some
extent the migration within districts, it has been found”nece—
ssary to divide the territory into regions which are smaller
than the geographical districts. The geographical districts
themselves are too big for such analysis whilst the Village

Council Areas are too many for crogs—tablulationn purposes.

The island is made up of 9 geographical districts and
each one of them contains at least one well—developed or deve—-
loping settlement area. As already mentioned, there are 98

village council areas (vCA), . 5 municipal council areas (MCA)
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and other localities not falling within the boundaries of the
above-mentioned administrative areas._ _Port Louis; being in
itself both a district and the capital city has been divided
into a northern and sourthern region. THe PIaifies vwilhems -
district has been subdivided into 8 regions namely the 4 town-
ships of Beau Bassin-Rose Hill, Quatre Bornes, Vacoas-Phoenix
and Curepipe and 4 regions on the outskirts of these towns.

As regards the other 7 geographical districts, since not all
of the VCA's have an equal power of attracting people for
settlement, they have been each divided into two regions con-

taining at least one of the major poles of attraction as

follows:

District Village Council Areg
Pamplemousses Triolet; Terre Rouge
Riviére du Rempart Goodlands, Riviére du

du Rempart
Flacq Central Flacq, Bel Air
Grand Port Rose Belle, Mahebourg
Savanne Chemin Grenier, Souillac
Black River Bambous, Petite Riviére,
Tamarin
Moka Moka, 3t. Pierre,

Quartier Militaire

However, the above zoning exercise was done only
at the analysis stage and there is need to review the matter
well in advance of the next census in order not only to improve
on the work done but also to facilitate cross—-tabulations by

the new regionse.

4.2.2 Analysis by characteristics of migrants

The present analysis has been restrictive in that only
the scx and age characteristics of migrants have been looked
ét. The tabulation plan for the next census should allow for
cross—tabulation by characteristics such as marital status,
fertility,; education, economic activity and ocupation as well,
although the tabulations need not be given high priority. As
regards the factors which cause people to migrate, it is
difficult to investigate them at a census. However, the cemsus
may be used as a frame from which a sample of movers could be

surveyed in order to collect data on the cause or reason for

movement.



gartographic preparations

4.3.1 Cartographic equipment

The collection, analysis and presentation of migration
data cannot be done efficiently and effectively without relevant
maps, both for the fieldwork and for the final report. As
regards cartography for census ieldwork, the Central Statistical
Office is adequately equipped for the task but the updating,
drafting and reproduction of maps, production of choropleth
maps, d.t maps are very laborious and time-consuming exercises.
There is therefore a need for the introduction of automated
cartography. The Central Statistical Office is already equipped
with an IBM microecmpuser. but it is not recommended to make use
of the ccriputer printer for drawing maps because of the irherent
incapability of such an output derive to draw smooth curved
lines. Instead, the acquisition of a plotter whether a drum
or £lat-bed type would be a gocd investment together with a
digitizer necessary to convert map information into readable
language for the computer. The automatic production of graphs
and charts which are valuable means in making data more intel-
ligible would permit the rapid production of various types of
maps to enhance the value of analytical reports. It is suggested
that steps be taken to obtain informetion on tlie different soft-
ware and hardware which are available for the cheap production
of graphs and charts in a variety of pictorial designs. The
appropriate equipment and materials could then be acquired for

the next census exercise.

4.%.2  Cavtographic activities

It is suggested that an active intercensal mapping
rrogramme should be established involving not only the mevision
and correction of maps in the light of census é&ata but alsc the
indexing and storaée of pre—enumeration asaps, the updating of
census base maps, and the preparaticn of maps for publication.
The correction and updating of maps will involve fielawork to

correct errors and to take account of the continuous changes that

are taking place in the physical aspects of localities as new roads

are opened and new residential areas set up. There may also be a
need to investigate and identify the boundaries of individual
localities where clustering of localities is present £o that the
names of the localities and their boundaries can be included on
the enumeration maps. This would reduce the possibility of con-
founding one locality with another av the listing stage as has

been noted above.
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