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le General -

This report is the seventh in the series published on the 1972
Housing and Population Census of Mauritius. It presents information on households
for the Island of Malritius. It is the first time that a separate report is
published on households; up to now all census dabta have been analysed in relation
to individuals. With the use of the conputer it has been possible to extend the
analysis to households which are important socio~economic units. In fact the
household is the basic unit of consumption as regards durable goods, houses,
public utilities, family welfare, etc, .

- The composition of households was determined in relation to the person
reported as head. The relationships identified were:
« (:L) Spouse of head ‘ ‘

(ii) Unmerried child of head
(ii1) - I\'faITied " child of head
(1‘\;‘) Spouse of married child
(v) Grandchild of head
' (vi) - Other relative of head
(vii)  Person not related to head

Since these relationships give rise to a large number of different
household compositions,a preliminary sample study was made to identify the types_ of
households that were encountered most frequently, - The fifteen main -categories ~
obtained were adopted for the classification of all households; these are shown
in Table 10 on page T4. _ :

: The categories selected have been further combined into seven broad
groups which have been analysed in detail in Tables 11 and 12; these broad groups
can be described as follows: '

Type I : Households consisting of head only

Type II : Households consisting of a married couple without - - -—=-=<"=-~ %~
children

Type IIT : Households consisting of either or both parents
. and unmarried children only '

Type IV : Households consisting of either or both parents
and ummarried children as well as other relatives

Type V : Households consisting of either or both parents
and married children without grandchildren as
-well as unmarried children where applicable

Type VI : Households consisting of either or both parents
and married children with grandchildren as well
as unnmarried children where applicable

Iype VII : Households which do not f£all within types I = u;—-.*ﬂ e
2o _Legal basis T

The census was taken according to provisions laid down in Ordinance No. 11
of 1951 (the Statistics Ordinance). The questionnaire used for the Housing Census
was prescribed in regulations published in Govermment Notice Noe 31 of 1972 and
that for the Population Census in Govermment Notice Noe 44 of 1972.

De A joint housing and population census taken in two rounds

The 1972 census was a joint housing and population census but was taken
in two rounds. Two separate schedules were used and subsequently the two sets
of data have been matched by computer.



The housing census was btaken at the first round between the 15th Maxrch
and the 15th June 1972, It was followed by the population -census at the end -of
June; census night was the night of the 30th June to 1st July 1972,

For the housing census, all buildings were visited. Information was
collected on the structural characteristics of those that served wholly or
partly for residential purposes, Purther, to determine the housing conditions
under which the population was living, information was recorded for each set of
living quarters identified on the number of rooms, the availasbility of facilities
such as toilet, bathroom and kitchen and on the provision of water snd
electricity. . :

At the housing census, a. list of all heads of houscholds was drawn Upe
The list served as frame for the population census and a separate guestionnaire
was used to collect demographic, economic and social data from each household,

The population census forms were delivered by enumerators to househplds
from the 26th to the 29th June. Collection of the census forms started on the
1st July, and, by the 9th July, almost all of them had been collected,

4e Recommendationsof the United Nations

The recommendations made by the United Nations in statistical papers
"Principles and Recommendations for the 1970 Population Censuses" (series M No. 44
and 45) have been followed as far as possible. The concepts and definitions
published in these papers have been extensively used, with only slight modificetiong
where necessary, to suit local conditions.

.5e  Intermational classifications used

The International Standard Industrial Olassification of all Economic
Activities (ISIC) -'Series If No. 4, Rev. 2 Add. 1 ~ has been used to classify the-
branches of economic activity in which the economically active persons were engaged,

. .Occupations have been classified according to the International Standard
Classification of Occupations (revised edition, 1968) of the International Labour
Officec

6e Financial and technical assistance from the United Nations

The United Nations Fund for Population Activities lindly accepted to
finance part of the cost of the census, It has ocontributed towards the rental of
the computer, the cost of punch cards and other supplies for the camputer, the
salaries of a gystems analyst and of punch and verifier operatorse It has also
financed the assignment of a demographer to assist in the evaluation mmd analysis
of the census data.

Mre., Ze Rajakovic, Regional Adviser in Demographic and Social Statistics
of the United Nations Economic Cammission for Africa and IMre P. Go Bantegui,
Population Programme Officer of the United Nations Develomment Programme gave very
useful advice on the planning and conduct of the census during their respective
visits to this country.

Lo Fopulation enumerated

The coui’i‘b was made on a '"de facto' basise. All persons alive in Mauritius
at midnight on census night, 30th June - lst July 1972, were enumerated, whether -
they were residents or not.

- Passengers and crews of ships lying at anchor in the harbour of Port ILouis
were also emumerated. They numbered 224 but have not been included inthe census

figures,.
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8e Place of enumeration

All persons were enumerated at the place where they spent. cemsus night,
whether it was their place of usual residence or not. However, a question was
asked of households on their usual address, =and, when entire households 4id not
spend the night at their usual address, they were, as far as possible, enumerated
at their usual place of residencee.

O, Processing of _data

The data were processed by the Data Processing Division of the Ministry
of Finance on a 1900 ICL computer,

The census data on housing and population were processed independently
and were matched at a later stage to relate the demographic and economic
characteristics of households and population to the characteristics of dwellings
in which they were living.

Complete matchlng of the two sets of data has not been possible due to
households moving between the housing and population censuses. For the island of
Mauritius matching has not been possible for 2,038 households consisting of = .
1,697 family nuclei and 8,167 persons, iece for slightly less than 1% of the
vpopulation.

For the preparation of this report information was derived from the *
population census data (a total of 155,232 private households) except for
tables 13 =~ 16 on tenure of household Wthh present information obtained fronm the
housing census (a total of 154,184 private households). . .

10e Publication of results.
The .preliminary results of the census have been presented in two volumes:

1972 Housing Census of Mauritius

1972 Population Census of Mauritius

The present report is the fifth to be published on the final results of the census.
The previous ones are:

The 1972 Housing and Population Census of Mauritius
Volume IIXI - Igland of Rodrigues

The 1972 Housing and Population Census of Mauritius
Volume IV -~ Island of Mauritius -~ Housing

The 1972 Housing and Population Census of Mauritius
Volume V = Island of Mauritius - Population -
General Tables

The 1972 Housing and Population Census of Mauritius
Volume VI -~ Population -~ Population in Constituencies
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Concepts and definitions

1l. Household
A household is either

‘ (a) A person who makes provision for his own food and
other essentials for living; or.

‘ (b) & group of two or more persons related by ties of

‘ kinship or not, who make common provision (i.e.

‘ who share the expenses) for food and other essen-
tials for living.

Two families living in a housing unit constitute one household if they
have common housekg2eping arrangements, but are considered as separate households
if they have separate housekeeping arrangements.

(¢) 1In case of varying degrees of housekeeping, a
group of persons who share at least one meal
a day is regarded as one household.

2s _FPrivate households

Private households are individual units which may be made up of a single
person or a group of persons in accordance with the above definitions. They ex-
.clude institutional households such as groups of persons living in hotels, convents,
penal institutions, homes for the aged, etc.

%3¢ Head of household

The head of household is the person who is acknowledged as such by the
other members of the household. The head may not be the person who. bears. the .
chief responsibility for the economic maintenance of the household,

4e Composition of households

Data on composition of households reflect the de facto situation on
census night. They relate to persons who were present in the household and not
necessarily to usual members of the household. Thus "couples without children"
comprise couples who have never had any children as well as couples whose children
were no longer living with them, or were absent on census night.

5. PFamily Nucleus

A family nucleus is either:-
(a) a married couple without children;

(b) a4 married couple with one or more
never-married children;

(c) one parent (either father or mother)
with one or more never-married children.

Couples in consensual unions are regarded as married couples. _

6. Age refers to completed years of age at the census date and has been calculated
from the date of birth given in col. 4 of the questionnaire.

7« Marital Status

(i) Single persons are persons who have never
married (i.e. bachelors and spinsters).

(ii) Married persons include persons who are
currently married religiously and civilly,
married religiously only and married civilly only.

(iii) Consensually married persons are those living in
a union but not married religiously or civilly.

(iv) Widowed persons are those who have not remarried
since their spouse died.

(v) Divorced persons are those who have not
remarried after divorce.
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(v:L) Separated persons-include those who are separated
legally or not and have not remarried.

8. Economic Activity

Population covered:~ The statistics on econamic activiky refer to the enumerated
population aged 12 and over, excluding persons on visit to Mauritius, either on ‘
business or on holidaye. ‘

Type of Activity

Columns 16 and 17 of the questionnaire allow for the classification of the
population into those economically active and those econonically inactive and
further into those in and out of employment among the economically active,

Econamically active persons are those aged 12 and above, who furnished the supply
of labour for the production of economic goods and services at any time during

the month of Jume 1972. They comprise all persons in emplayment as well as persons
out of employment who were looking for work.

Fersons in employment are those who,

(a) at some time dQuring the month of June,

(1) have worked for pay or profit or have performed work in
anticipation of money earnings to be received at some
future date, or have helped, without pay, a member of
the same household in his enterprise for at least
3 hours each working day or for six full working days
which need not be consecutive, Enterprise includes
workshop, shop, plantation, cow-keeping, cattle
rearing, dairying, fishing,; handicrafts, etce;

(id) although being old age or retired pensioners or engaged
in household duties, have been working for pay or profit
or have helped, without pay, in a family enterprise as
mentioned in (i) above;

(441) although attending a training course were receiving
a regular wage or salary;

(v) had a Jjob but were on sick or local leave during the whole month of June,

Persons not in employment and looking for work are those who,

(a) had not worked during the month of June and had been
looking for work during the month of June or previouslyg

(b) ware out of work during the month of June and could not
look for a job because of temporary sickness.

A person is considered as "looking for work' if he/she has made a posltive effort
to f£ind work by:—

(a) placing advertisements or answering advertisements;

(b) writing letters of application;

(c) registering with an employment exchange;

(d) visiting prospective employers;

(e) enquiring from other persons about existing vacancies; oxr

(£) asking other persons to find a job for him/her.

Persons not in employment and looking for work have been classified into two
cabtegories:

(a) "first job seekers” i.e. those who had never worked
before, and

(p) "employed before" i.e. those who were working previously,
including self-employment, and who were out of work

during the month of June.
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Economically inactive persons are those aged 12 and above who were neither
engaged in gazinful economic acticity nor were on sick leave during the month
of June 1972 and were not looking for work. These include housewives, wholly
retired persons and rentiers not engaged in other gainful activity; children
between ‘ages 12 and 15 who were not at school and not looking for works )
Persons engadged in unpaid voluntary work and permanently disabled persons;

full time students even if they have also been engaged in any paid activity

or have helped in a family enterprise. However, exception has been made in the
case of immates of resident institutions such as convents, mental and pehal ™
institutions, homes for the care of the aged or children, who were engaged in
producing goods of economic value, and members of cloistered institutions who
worked ,for the congregation. Such persons have been treated as economically
inactive. The residual category of persons who were neither engaged in gainful
economic activity nor looking for work, who were not income recipients and did
not fall under any of the categories mentioned above, is also included among
the economically .inactive, :

O&OLAEREDEDEDELDEDEDE
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Table 9 fcont'd) - Private households bv size of household and number of versons in
employment,by geographical district

District of Porit-Liouis

Total Households with number of pérsans
Size of household n;?:igtzf in employment
households 0 1 2 3 4 or more
All households 26,437 4,430 | 14,4215 4,842 1,907 1,043
Households consisting of:
1 person 2,665 1,520 1,145 - - -
2 pepsons 3,182 983 1,855 344 - -
3 persons 3,341 599 2,192 478 T2 -
4 persons 3,494 398 2,246 644 187 19
5 persons 3,238 311 1,985 687 202 53
6 persons 2,937 197 1,652 695 | 274 119
7 persons 2,414 168 1,213 633 264 136
8 persons 2,019 132 940 513 2717 157
9 persons 1,175 62 454 328 197 134
10 persons or more 1,972 60 533 520 434 425

District of Pamplemousses

All households 12,299 1,739 7,064 2,339 825 332
Households consisting af:
1l person 900 565 335 - - -
2 persons 1,208 402 692 114 - -
3 persons 1,297 211 880 189 17 -
4 persons 1,431 162 1,004 221 41 3
5 persons 1,524 117 1,021 301 71 14
6 persons 1,559 104 998 325 106 26
7 persons 1,317 77 771 317 114 38
8 persons 1,124 43 627 308 109 37
9 persons 764 27 372 196 120 49
10 persons or more 1,175 31 364 368 247 165

. District of Rividre du Rempart

A1l households 11,747 1,561 | 6,800 { 2,266 803 317

Households consisting ofs
1l person T74 475 299 - - -
2 persons 993 318 591 84 - -
3 persons 1,248 210 847 175 16 -
4 persons 1,341 152 932 210 40 7
5 persons 1,495 135 1,021 247 i 15
6 persons 1,496 79 989 321 89 ' 18
7 pepsons 1,288 72 743 322 115 36
8 persons 1,174 52 612 344 125 41
9 persons 736 31 380 203 80 42 .

10 persons or more 1,202 37 386 360 261 158
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in employment, by geographical district

Distwict of Flacg

~8ize.of household and number .of

ersons

PN

Total Households with number of rersons
... Size of hogsehold n§§§3§£zf in employment
: ‘ thouseholds 0 1 2 3 4 or more
A11 households | 15,831 1,957 | 8,882 3,235 | 1,225 532
Households ccnéisting of:
1 person 1,156 698 458 - - -
2 persons 1,505 446 904 155 - -
3 persons 1,663 235 | 1,125 262 41 -
4 pefsons 1,852 168 | 1,251 - 353 74 6
5 persons 2,000 132 | 1,313 392 141 22
6 persons 1,838 100 | 1,122 416 149 51
T persons 1,710 64 960 457 161 68
8 persons 1,460 48 785 384 179 64
9 persons 984 28 448 | 314 140 54
10 persons or'more 1,66; 38 516 502 340 267
[~ e i District of Grand-Port -
~- -7 A1l households .. 15,155 | 1,913 | 8,076 3,351 1,279 536 !
Households consisting ofs.
1 person 1,302 704 598 - - -
2 persons 1,654 458 966 230 - -
3 persons 1,765 232 | 1,138 ; 348 47 -
4 persons 1,798 133 11,168 ! 399 86 2
5 persons 1,899 129 11,141 ° 447 156 26 |
6 persons 1,763 109 985 453 168 48
7 persons 1,533 61 792 430 191 59
8 persons 1,351 45 615 415 184 92
9 persons 853 18 337 274 151 73
10 persons or more 1,237 24 336 355 296 - 226
N District of Savanne .
oo A1l -households - -- | 10,007 1,183 |5,130 2,389 901 404 *
Households consisting of: : i
1 person 848 423 425 - - - é
2 persons 1,020 274 593 15% - - é
3 persons i 1,166 147 752 239 28 ~ i
4 persons : 1,282 100 784 306 80 12 §
5 persons i 1,233 81 687 318 122 25 .
6 persons : 1,261 61 685 348 128 39 |
7 persons 1,083 39 514 340 141 49
8 persons 785 29 301 262 133 60
9 persons : 530. 14 194 181 87 54
10 persons or more 799 115 195 242 182 165 .
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Table 9 (cont'd) - Private households by size of household and number of persons
in employment, by geographical district e = : Com e

- o — District of Plaines Wilhens

Total Households with number oflpergons
! Size of household n;ggsztzf ! . in caployment.
households ¢ 1 2 3 -4 or more

A1l - households 29,879 | 6,044 | 25,734 | 11,297 | 4,325 |- 2,479
Households consisting of:

1 person I 3,660 i,éGéi 1,692 | . - -

2 persons 54774 1,532 3,278 964 - -

3 persons ‘ 6,444 815 3,919 1,492 218 | -

4 persons 6,929 573 | 4,047 | 1,767 489 | 1 53

5 persons. - : 6,795 . 400 | 3,929 1,666 |-~ 60F~f--~ 193

6 persons 5,854 287 34107 1,460 675 325

7 persons 4,827 197 2,332 1,306 612 380

8 persons 3,348 146 1,671 1,054 582 395

.9 persons 2,271 64 862 642 405 1298

+ﬁ110 persons or more 3,477 62 897 946 737 835

District of Moka

All households 8,767 829 4,610 2,076 8s5 367
Househclds consisting ofs

-1 person 601 297 304 - - -

2 persons 788 196 483 109 - C -

3 persons 966 107 634 191 34 .-

4 persons 1,092 67 717 250 52 © 6

5 persons 1,167 50 704 280 107 . 26

6 persons 1,063 43 F57 306 103 . 44

7! persons 965 31 483 278 131 " 42

8 persons : 824 20 335 273 145 . 51

9 persons 523 7 196 161 107 52.

10.persons or more 778 11 187 228 | 206 146

District of Black River

A1l households 5,110 573 2,684 1,077 468 308

Households consisting of: .
1 person 435 204 231 - . - =
2 persons 635 155 395 85 - .-
3 persons ‘ 671 T4 437 138 22 R
"4, persons 648 56 398 152 36 . 6.
5 persons 635 28 375 142 62 28
6 persons 579 26 326 . 129 67 31
7 . persons 479 16 224 132 11 i 36,
8 persons 399 7 145 124 72 51
9 persons 251 5 78 71 59 38
lo.persons or more 378 21 .15 04 |  T9 118
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