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FINAL REPORT ON THE CENSUS ENUMERATION

MADE IN THE

COLONY OF MAURITIUS AND ITS DEPENDENCIES
ON THE NIGHT OF THE 21st MAY, 1921.

Introductory

1. The Census of Mauritius and its Dependencies was taken under the provisions

of Ordinance No. 41 of 1920, on the night of Friday the 20th of May 1921.
i 2. Owing to the circumstances referred to in Chapter III on Census Administration,
the final report on the enumeration has.been unav "dably delayed. A Preliminary report
was submitted on August 3rd, 1921 and a short sumn -y of the final results on June 16,1923,
The present report contains the full statistical tables 1der all the main heads 6f Enumeration
and although completed in August, 1924 was not s¢ . to press until all the tables had been
printed so that reference to them might be more effectively controlled.

3. The general plan of this final report is as follows :—

CuaPTER I contains statistical summaries from previous Censuses and other sources
under the principal heads of enumeration—class, sex, age, civil condition, birth
place, occupation and religion—and under their main classifications bearing
on the composition and evolution of the population.

CHaPTER Il gives summaries of the results of 1921 Census.

Cuarrer I deals with the Administrative methods for enumeration and compilation.

CuarreEr 1V deals with some considerations on the graduation of the age distributions
and the errors which inevitably occur in the Mauritius and other Census
enumerations.

The detailed statistical tables are given in the Appendices—Appendix I includes details
under the principal heads of Enumeration for each district. Appendix II contains details,
for the whole Colony, of certain industrial occupations and extended tables of population
under class and age groups as well as mortality returns. In Appendix III is given the
references to those villages which, for administrative purposes had to be divided up for

~ enumeration.

4. A large amount of information in Manuscript has been prepared and will
be deposited for Safe keeping at the Archives, wuntil such time as it is considered
advisable to constitute a permanent Census Office in Mauritius. This is the first
Census in which this step has been taken. The absence of full details of compilation in
previous Censuses has been found extremely annoying when comparative statements are
required under headings for which extended tables were not printed.

5. Two special investigations have been published as Nos. 4 and 5 of the series of
Studies in Mauritius Statistics.

No. 4 Agricultural Labour.
No. 5 Overpopulation and Pauperism.

CHAPTER 1.

Origin of the Population

6. In order correctly to interpret the statistics of population in Mauritius a brief sketch
of the History of the Colony is essential as otherwise it is difficult, if not impossible, to
understand the manner in which the present population has been built up and appreciate at
their full value the sources from which it has been drawn.

For this purpose it is nst necessary to consider the conditions prior to the French
occupation in 1721. The act of possession has been carried out in 1715 by Mr. Dafresne,
Captain of the Chasseur, but no French settlers landed on the Island until 1721 September 23.

These settlers appear to have come, in the first instance, from among the French
families in the neighbouring Island of Reunion and it is to be presumed that they brought
with them a certain number of slaves originating from the African Continent.

7. Statistics of Population are not numerous previous to the British occupation but it
has been possible to extract, principally from Baron d’Unienville’s excellent statistical works
on Mauritius, certain details bearing on this question which are given in subsequent
paragraphs.

The statistics from previous reports are not so complete as it was desired, as they were
no funds from which clerical assistance could be paid. A complete and authoritative

statistical abstract is much needed.
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8. The principal channels through which the population has come are :—
(1)—The French Emigrants,
(2)—The slave population principally of African origin,
(3)—The Chinese trader,
(4)—The Indian immigrant or Indian merchant,
(5)— The British official merchant or planter,
of the minor influxes the most important come from Madagascar and Ceylon.

9. The great part of the intermixture of the European and African races undoubtedly
occured during the slave regime. The chinese trader has also intermarried or cohabited with
the African, Indian or mixed-races, but as they have always formed a very small minority of
the total population the effect is not marked.

10. Tt is extremely difficult in a Census Enumeration to deal with a question of a nature
which, in a Colony like Mauritius, is so extremely delicate as the classification of the
population nnder the various mixed races, but there is no doubt that on the whole the
proportion derived from direct intermarriage or cohabitation is small as compared with the
total population of the present day and the greater part of the mixed races of to-day derive
their origin from intermarriage among themselves. The African type is still to be found in
a peculiary strong manner in the non-Indian coloured population round the coast and in
Rodrigues, and it would be a matter of some considerable interest to secure the anthropological
measurements of some of the most marked types after two centuries of the new and exceptional
environment, if only to serve as a comparison at some future date. The sub-classification of
Africans was abandoned after the 1901 Census and the Commissioner of that year commented
as follows on the return of 512 males as 131 females classified as Africans.

“T am bound to report that, in my opinion, the return given under the heading
“(b) Africans appears to be much under-estimated and that the officers have taken a
“very liberal view and have included under (a) * Europeans, whites, mixed and
“ coloured ”” many hundreds of persons who, to all intents and purposes, bear the racial
“ characteristics of pure Africans. My reasons for this opinion are as follows ;—

“In my short references to the Censuses of 1846 and 1851, it was shown that, at
“ these dates, the ex-apprentice class numbered 49,365 and 48,330 respectively, and
“galthough intermixture then and since the latter date has largely diminished the
“ number of pure Africans by descent, .t is difficult to believe that it has been so
“ complete as to leave only 643 persons of that class remaining.”

““] estimate that there are probably between 2,000 and 3,000 persons, who, by
“ racial class, should be included under the heading of Africans and deducted from
“the number returned under the heading Europeans, whites, mixed and coloured.”

““In the report of 1851 the classification ‘‘ Ex-apprentices” gave 48,330 and it
“ was already decreasing year by year owing to a certain number having become merged
“into the class of General Population.”

11. The great predominating influence of civilisation has undoubtedly been French and
practically all the Census work is conducted either in the French language or the creole
Patois. The Indian element use either their own vernacular or the Patois, but very rarely
English.

The civilising and christianising influence of the French element on the non-Indian
coloured races in Mauritius is well worth a very close and detailed study. It has persisted
with but little external interference for nearly two centuries and although it is difficult to
examine in detail in an official report, it is evident that this influence cannot be ignored in
dealing with administrative questions. Any statistics which will help to estimate it at its
true value are in consequence important.

12. The composition of the original population of the Colony was described by
D’Unienville in his excellent statistical summary in Mauritius as follows -—

“ Des militaires retirés, des marins de tous grades, et des employés de la
“ Compagnie, ccmposeérent pendant longtemps la majeure partie des hapitants de
““ cette colonie. Depuis la guerre de 1778, la population s’acerut successivement de
¢ Frangais, attirés par P'espoir de la fortune et par les récits enchanteurs que faisaient
““de cette ile, les officiers de terre et de mer qui en revenaient.

“TLa Revolution determina encore des emigrations a I'lle de France: ceux qui
“ prévoyaient les troubles de la France, ceux qui déja en avaient ét€ les témoins,
““ arrivérent les premiers, et furent saivis, aprés la paix d’Amiens, par ceux qui, ayant
“perdu leur fortune et cherchant les moyens d’en acquérir, tournerent les yeux sur
“‘Jes colonies. Les Antilles souffraient, St. Domingue n’était plus...! L’Ile de France
“ céldbre par sa conduite ferme et prudente de ses habitants, fixa tous les regards.

“ Depuis la conquéte, nombre d’anciens colons qui ont quitté I'Ile, y ont été
“remplacés, soit par les Anglais qui sont venus &’y établir, soit par les Frangais,
“ encore attirés par ’espoir de la fortune, ou par le désir du repos.”

and again in the statistical table 10 of the Volume III:—

“ La population qui occupe I'Ile Maurice offre la réunion d’hommes de presque
“ toutes les contrées de P'univers ; elle se divise en trois classes bien distinctes :—

“La population blanche, composée de Créoles, de Francais de naissance de
“ presque toutes les provinces, mais particuliérement de celle de Bretagne, de
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“ Provence et de Guyenne, d’Anglais, d’Ecossais, d’Irlandais, de quelques Allemands
“ et d’autres Luropéens, maintenant en petit nombre.

“La population de couleur est formée de muldtre et de noirs nés libres, on
“ affranchis depuis plus ou moins longtemps, d’Indiens et de Chinois. :

“La population esclave est melangée de natifs de I'Ile, dits créoles, de natifs des
“ différentes contrées de I’Afrique, de Madagascar de I'Inde et de quelques Malais.

““Les Africains sont sinon les plus intelligents, du moins les plus nombreux et
“les meilleurs.”

13. The following table gives a summary of the population under the main classes as
they existed at the dates to which they refer.

TasLE II
Europeans or F } S Apprentices
Year desggsgants ;ﬁ;f{;ﬁszd p Op}:l:gio n Total }DOttﬁ;ilglEa(,ilflde in Total

1767 ... 3,163 587 15,027
1777 ... 3,434 1,173 25,154
1787 ... 4,372 2,235 33,832 ... .- vee
1797 ... 6,237 3,703 49,080

1807 ... 6,489 5,912 65,367

1817 ... 7,375 10,979 79,493 ..
1825 ... 8,009 14,831 63,432 86,272 1,818 88,090

14. The numbers and ratios of the various elasses of the population at each Census
gince 1846 are shewn below :—

General Population ’ Indo Mauritian Other Indians Chinese
Census Year

Total Ratio Total Ratio Total Ratio Total Ratio
1846 ... ¥102,217 | 64.5 T56.245 | 35.5 .
1851 ... *¥102,827 | 56.9 ' 5,816 3.2 72,180 | 39.9 ..
1861 ... 115,864 | 374 20,209 6.5 { 172,425 | 55.6 | 1,552 0.9
1871 97,497 | 30.8 60,891 | 19.3 | 155,367 | 49.2 | 2,287 0.7
1881 ...| 107,323 | 29.8 | 113,398 | 31.6 | 135,595 | 37.7 | 3,558 0.9
1891 ... 111,517 | 30.1 | 156,591 | 42.2 99,329 | 26.8 | 3,151 0.9
1901 ...| 108,428 | 29.2 | 198,878 | 53.6 60,208 ' 16.2 | 3,509 1.0
1911 .. 107,432 | 29.1 | 222,301 | 60.3 35,396 9.6 | 3,662 1.0
1921 ...l 104,216 | 27.7 | 248,468 | 66.0 17,056 4.5 | 6,745 1.8

15. It will be seen from this table how the Indian element has grown to become the
dominating factor, numerically, in Mauritius and it is a matter for interesting speculation to
determine whether the influence of the European element on the Aslatic races in Mauritius
will follow the same trend as it has in the case of the African element.

16. The early history of Indian Immigration is summarised in Chapter IV of the
Frore Williamson Report. Although the introduction of Indian labourers commenced before
the abolition of slavery in 1834, the steady influx from India did not begin until after the
regime of forced labour ceased. Organised immigration must therefore be considered a
consequence of the abolition of slavery, in spite of the contrary statement made in the Frére
Williamson Report.

The earliest record of Indian labour is to be found in Bernardin de St. Pierre’s voyage &
Ille de France where it is stated that in 1769 Indians from Malabar coast, mostly from
Pondicherry, came to Mauritius and let themselves out as free labourers for a certain number
of years.

v 17. The commercial aptitude of the Indian population which has been a feature of the
Indianisation of the Colony since their introluction manifested itself at a very early date,
and may in fact be looked upon as one of the causes of the oft recarring agricultural labour
difficulties. Even the convicts established themselves as small shopkeepers and quickly
became prosperous traders.

18. “ The first occasion on which the aid of Government was sought in support of
emigration from India was in 1829” but the system of immigration uander exclusive
‘Government Agency did not commence until the year 1844, the first continent, consisting of
138 men 56 women and 33 children, arriving in April 24th on the ‘“ Appoline.” The
numbers introduced each year from 1834 onwards are given in the accompanying table.

id

#* Includes Chinese, + Includes all Indians,
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ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES oF IMMIGRANTS FROM 1834 To 1920

Arrivals Departures
Year

Males | Females Males Females

1834 75 ... 4 .
1835 1,182 72 25 1
1836 3,639 184 187 3
1837 6,939 353 114 20
1838 11,567 241 148 6
1839 933 102 170 3
1840 107 9 394 28
24 442 961 1,042 61
1841 499 43 995 94
1842 73 10 2,021 94
1843 30,218 4,307 2,884 103
1844 9,709 1,840 2,312 149
1845 8,919 2,053 2,492 170
1846 5,718 1,621 2,556 204
1847 5,174 656 1,651 133
1848 4,739 656 2,639 376
1849 6,378 1,047 4,298 594
1850 8,436 1,594 3,283 442
79,863 13,827 25,131 2,359
1851 8,257 1,763 2,805 374
1852 13,671 3,814 2,934 392
1853 9,877 2,267 1,767 261
1854 14,995 3,489 3,166 509
1855 9,645 | 38,270 3,702 565
1856 9,130 | 3,523 4,280 677
1857 8,640 . 4,085 3,794 809
1858 20,932 | 9,014 6,707 1,458
1859 31,643 12,754 4,147 971
1860 9,070 4,216 2,290 543
135,860 | 48,195 35,542 6,559
1861 10,232 3,753 1,786 471
1862 7,440 2,443 1,752 460
1863 3,667 1,587 2,553 667
1864 5,649 1,926 2,692 721
1365 14,910 5,373 2,876 769
1866 3,702 1,894 2,925 890
1867 317 33 2,571 827
1868 1,968 640 1,880 664
1869 1,182 500 1,684 636
1870 2.831 1,245 2,172 | 670
51,898 19,404 22,891 6,775
1871 2,318 974 2,369 705
1872 4,015 1,759 2,499 758
1873 5,226 2,388 1,936 594
1874 4,818 29234 2,429 779
1875 1,996 923 1,938 634
1876 330 172 1,991 565
1877 1,528 659 1,524 377
1878 3,203 1,623 1,613 333
1879 2,013 1,066 1,660 | 404
1880 371 213 1,543 436
25,318 12,011 19,502 5,585
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ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES OF IMMIGRANTS FROM 1834 1o 1920.—(Continued)

Arrivals Departures-
Ycar

Males Females Males , Females

1881 1,061 258
1882 - 805 436 1,466 397
- 1883 .ee 1,283 632 1,523 413
1884 4,450 1,939 1,203 353
1885 . 246 | 112 2,489 771
1886 e 511 235 1,446 480"
1887 .ee 191 73 1,497 ‘453
1888 een 482 231 1,180 362
1889 3.234. 1,293 910 255
1890 2,152 873 793 194
13,354 5,824 13,568 3,936

1891 .. 713 278 659 146
1892 1,017 281
1893 .. 353 132 1,023 319
1894 753 273 723 204
1895 .ee 1,252 472 820 252
1896 een 587 204 825 290
1897 .- 202 85 658 236
1898 682 <185
1899 478 134:
1900 | 2,004 796 858 293
5,954 2,240 7,743 2,340

|

1901 e 3,265 1,309 469 162
1902 ves 1,865 695 462 186
1903 ver 374 134 383 140
1904 1,513 544 413 148
1905 e 531 179 270 82
1906 .- 463 155 266 98
1907 .ee 439 147 205 61
1908 .. ‘ 258 81
1909 375 111
1910 .. 397 135 241 94
8,847 3,298 3,342 1,163

1911 364 127
1912 329 122
1913 264 89
1914 277 103
1915 188 82
1916 215 80
1917 1
1918 .- .. .- 7 2

1919 .. .o ... 1 ..

1920 35 12
1,680 618

Grand Total.. | 346,036 105,760 130,441 29,396

The note on page (Ixxxviii) of Appendix 1 was written before a copy of the
Frere Williamson report became available. It is possible therefore that some very
old Indians do still exist in the Colony.
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19. These Indians were recruited from various parts of India but principally from
Madras, and the United provinces. Statistics of the relative numbers are not easy to procure
but judging from the fairly even distribution of the Madras and Hindustani dialects these
two elements appear to have been about equally divided. The central recruiting bureau in
Northern India was at Benares while, during the later years up to 1910, the principal source
of labour must have been Madras,

20. This resume of the Economic development of the population in Mauritius would be
incomplete without some reference to the question of land tenure which has played such auw
important part in the settlement of the Indian in the Colony and of his influence on the
slowly but gradually awakening sense of a Mauritian erntity,—towards which everything
appears to be tending in Mauritius—to which reference is made in paragraph 60 Chapter II
when dealing with the difficulties of classiflcation by names in the 1921 Census. The
following summary of the ownership of land so far as the records in Mauritius permit,
illustrates very clearly the trend of evolution of the Indian land tenure.

AREA CULTIVATED BY 1NDIANS.

% of total % of total
Year Area Cane Year Area Cane
Cultivation Cultivation
arpents arpents
1909 ...] 40,754 30.3 1917 ..} 75,756 43.1

1910 ...| 47,888 31.8 1918 ...| 76,895 43.7
1911 ...| 48,796 33.0 1919 ...| 78,000 44.0

1912 ...| 52,220 33.8 1920 ..| 80,200 449
1913 ...| 57,246 35.7 1921 ...| 82,420 45.9
1914 . ...| 61,674 37.1 1922 ...| 80,150 46.2
1915 ...| 68,000 39.9 1923 ...} 76,760 44 .4
1916 ...| 75,500 43.2 1924 ...} 73,970 44.3

21. It is a matter for serious consideration whether the time has not come to revise the
classification of

General Other Indian
Indo Mauritian Chinese
and substitute
European Indian
Mauritian Chinese
“ European” being reserved entirely for those born in Europe or whose father and
mother were born in Europe. * Mauritian ”’ referring to all those who at present are classed

in the General Population and those whose association with the Colony and its aspirations
are sufficiently developed to lead them to voluntarily insert in their own Census schedule the
classification ‘‘ Mauritian,”’ whether they be of European, or Indian or Asiatic descent. At
all events the arbitrary classification of more or less efficient enumerators would be checked
and the growth of a “ Mauritian > entity directly measured. As is pointed out in paragraph
60 Chapter 11, some change will be necessary in the near future as the classification by
names 1s becoming misleading, unless a change of name is to be considered an indication of
voluntary absorption in the ‘‘ Mauritian > class.

Proportion of Males to Females

22. From d’Unienville’s Statistical abstracts returns of Males and Females are given for
the years 1817 and 1825 from which it will be seen that the disproportion between the sexes
in'Mauritius is of long standing.

In 1817 the males exceeded the females by 26785 to 1825 by 19694.

23. On the opening of Indian Immigration the balance between the sexes was still
further disturbed. This balance has been steadily re-adjusting itself during the course of
100 years by a perfectly natural process. as is evident from a consideration of the following
hypothetical population, death rate and birth rate which approximates to Mauritian conditions.

24. If we consider a population of 150,000 persons with a birth rate and a death rate of
40% respectively, in the first year 6,000 will die and 6,000 be born, the population will
remain stationary : but if the males amounted to 100,000 and the females to 50,000 the males
will decrease by 4,000 from deaths and increase by 3,000 from births, while the females will
decrease by 2,000 from deaths and increase by 3,000 from births. At the end of the year
the population will stand at 99,000 males and 51,000 females, and this process will continue
so long as there is any disproportion between the sexes.
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25. The total number of males and females, not distinguishing the class of the population,
at each census year is given below.

|
Year Males Females ofEﬁc:f:s Year i Males Females o?xl?[fl?}s

1817 ...| 62,316 | 35,531 {26,785 | 1871 ...}193,575 | 122,467 | 71,108
1825 ...] 53,892 | 34,198 {19,694 | 1881 ...] 208,655 {151,219 | 57,436
1830 ...} 52,793 | 39,434 |13,359 | 1891 ...| 206,038 |164,550 | 41,488
1846 ...} 104,598 | 53,864 |50,734 | 1901 ..., 199,552 | 171,471 | 28,081
1851 .. 1119,341 | 61,482 157,859 | 1911 ...{ 194,095 | 174,696 ;19,399
1861 ...| 202,961 l107,089 95,872 | 1921 ...1 194,108 | 182,377 {11,731

26. The influence of the sex distribution on the material and moral evolution of a
community does not require to be emphasized. Some of the facts given in various reportson
immigration, not only in Mauritius but in other Colonies, do not form pleasant reading and
it i1s easy to understand the consistent and determined effort which has been made by the
-authorities to mitigate an evil which could only be entirely removed at the expense of the
Industrial interests of the Agricultural Colonies which were in need of labour.

27. With the equalisation of the sexes in Mauritius has developed, as has been peinted
out in other reports, a strained labour condition giving rise to difficulties which appear to
vary inversely as regards the prosperity of the Sugar Industry. Female workers can never
efficiently replace the male workers except in the lightest tasks and even then it brings with
it many problems of child welfare and care of the workers, which are demanding attention
on the part of the administration. ‘

28. In Mauritius it is evident from the tables of statistics given above that the discrepancy
between the sexes has ceased to become a problem for re-adjustment and before many years
are over normal equality will be established.

Age Distribution of the Population

29. In the following tables the age distribution, as enumerated at successive Censuses,
is given. There has been considerable irregularity in the presentation of these returns
which renders them difficult of interpretation for general statistical purposes. Previous to
1891 the ages were collected under the two main class distributions—Indian and General.
As the immigrants in the Indian population are considerable, and variable at certain
-epochs, it is evident that their inclusion in a general age table has introduced an
indeterminate frequency superposed on the normal age frequency. Further, in the 1901
‘Census, for some unaccountable reason, the grouping was altered ; the first year of the age
being given independently arnd followed by quinguennial groups 1-3, 6-10 &c., instead of
1-4, 5-9, &c., It becomes difficult, in consequence, to establish comparison between successive
Census returns.

In the tables which follow, the age distributions are shewn under sex only from 1851 to
1921.

The distributions under class and sex for the 1911 and 1921 Census Enumerations are
given in Chapter II para. 67.

MALES
Cen sus{ Aged Period
Year | 0-4 | 5-9 !10—14,‘ 15-19 |20—24 |25—29|30—34[35—39}40—44|45—4,9 j50—54 55-59 {60—64[65—69 I70&over; sg,;’: a
. : :

1851...| 9,443 8,351| 6,720 7,720| 13,742 17.87§ 15,875 11,525! 8,424 5358 4973 2,251 2,317 889 1,412 2,124
1861...| 16,801| 14,247| 13,924’ 15,741| 22,178/ 26 96¥ 20,108| 22,603 14,786/ 8,724 6,024 3,105 2,984 1,213 1,583 2,981
1871... 18,078, 17,672| 15,595 13,443| 15,725| 19,417) 22,741, 22,839 20,058| 12,164' 6.681| 3,106| 2.138| 820 1328 2.267
1881...| 23,518/ 19,424 16:832 15,505/ 16,583| 18,602 18,927| 18)865! 13,538| 14,783’ 12,046| 6.916| 3.491| 1,622 1520 1,393
1891 ... 24,648 21,838' 20,784 18,405| 17,415 16,938 15,209| 14,653] 13,598 12,149’ 11.332 7,508| 6,164 2,693 2.183 518
1901 % i i

1911...( 23,248, 22,401) 21,750, 18,779| 18,682| 17,839 15,835 13,844 11,145, 8764 7,04 1,736 4,084] 2,204 2,908 842
1921...| 22,759 24,113 21,747, 19,187, 18,084 16,407 14,861 18,628 11,856 9,94 7,129l 4,906) 3,803 1,997, 2,533 598

FEMALES

1851...! 9,450 7,919| 5,785 5,710l 6,194.' 5,081 4,991 3650 3,228 2408 2339 1,163 1,081 439‘ 873 276
1861...1 17,124| 12,988| 10,372| 10,124/ 11,196/ 11,792] 9,808 6,760 5084 3,167 2747 1,531 1617, 685 969| 1,147
1871...117,624 16,233/ 13,722/ 1L,711| 11,124 10,898/ 10,419, 9,018/ 7,226| 4,54l 3426 1,670 1,575/ 761! 1,286 1,281
1881...| 22,696| 18,719| 15,426' 15,499, 14.483| 13,106 11,128] 6,790 8,595 7,167 5.353| 3.381 L171 1527) 1,025

1
1891*" 23,560| 21,428/ 19,319 17,77Gi 15,056! 13,867| 11,500} 9,821 7,892] e,so7i 6,056 4,,030[ 3,252 1,698 2083 405
1901 ‘ ‘
1911...] 23,075| 21,670 20,231| 18,695' 17,932! 15,956 13,060[10,850i 8,318/ 6,940 5811 8,666 3,246} 1,833! 2,826 644
1921...| 22.988| 24,011 20,752| 18,607[ 17,531 l5,356i 13,1291 11,649) 10,193 s,oss{ 6,237 4378] 3,909l 2,1201 3,046 466

* Grouping wrong,
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30. The number of persons over 70 years of age at each Censussince 1871 in the Indian
population is compared with that in the general population (z.e. N on-Indian) in the following
table :—

Number of Persons over 70 years of age.

General Population Indian Populatien
Year . .
Number Incre&zsceaggrmg Nnmber Incr?iae.sc: :ii:rm &
I

1871 ... 1,966 498

— 16 — 566
1881 ... 1,982 1,064

—110 —1,110
1891 ... 2,002 2,174
1911 ... 2,106 - 7 3,623 — 724,
1921 ... 2,361 —~255 3,218 — 405

31. Tt will be seen from the above statement that a decrease in the number of aged
Indians has occurred during the last decade. This was anticipated in the previous Census
Report and is the natural consequence of the cessation of Indian Immigration which produced,
first an increase in the middle ages, (which progressed to the higher ages of the other Indians)
and finally a decreasd in the higher ages as the older immigrants died off and the Indian
population, as a whole, assumed the characteristics of a stable population, controlled by
natural causes, and without the disturbing effects of immigration. The vital statistics of the
Colony during the past 40 years (and, if immigration is resumed to any extent, in the next
decade also) demand very careful interpretation and correction for changes in sex, age and
class distribution.

32. An examination of the returns for each year of age shows the same tendency to
errors in the 5’s and 10’s due to stating the ages in round numbers as was noted in 1911 and
it is evident that a reasoned graduation is essential if these figures are to be used efficiently
in the correction of death-rates, etc., but this can only be done by a permanent statistical
office and qualified staff.

33. As no consecutive table of population statistics under class, sex and age has hitherto
been published except in the Mauritius almanac, it has been considered advisable to
re-establish the population figures in this report, corrected for errors of registration. Matters
of public hygiene are occupying the attention of all classes in the Colony at the present time
and an official statement of the population under class, sex and age for each year is essential
if correct mortality rates are to be established. Future statistics will call for a much higher
degree of accuracy than has been attained in the past if the effects of the measures to
improve the general sanitary conditions of the Colony are to be judged correctly.

34. Because the general statistical problem in connexion with improved hygiene is not
easily understood and because, in a Colony like Mauritius, data on which to establish
rigorous comparison from year to year and between differing localities are not easily procured,
there is a tendency to adopt a policy of laissez-aller in such matters and all attempts to place
this important question on a scientific basis have so far proved unsuccessful.

35. The Colony is considered too small for a central statistical bureau and the work is
relegated to officers who have other duties to perform and whose training in statistical
science has not been along modern lines.

36. The result is that comparison is effected between district rates the climatic conditions
of which often overlap and vary from sub-tropical to the temperate climate of early spring
in the South of Europe; no correction for age or sex distribution has been attempted either
between districts or over long periods of time: the exact localities for which registration is
made is in many instances but vaguely known and total deaths or births are referred to areas
the population of which is indeterminate. :

37, This table of adjusted population returns is published in Appendix II. It has been
derived as follows:

“ The returns as published in the Registrar General’s report and in the various Census
Reports, were plotted on square paper and the yearly registration errors assumed to be
constant during any given intercensal period. Making due allowance for these errors the
continuous curve for each class and sex was drawn passing through the points obtained from
the Census Returns. The ordinates of the curve were then read off to the nearest hundred
of population. The values refer to the middle of the year [June 30th] and not to the
beginning of the year as in the official returns in the Registrar General’s reports. This was
done as the mortality returns refer to the Calendar year and hence should be considered in
connexion with the population statistics for the middle of each year.
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38. The method of correcting the crude death-rates in order to obtain the rates referred
to a standard population is indicated in Chapter IV where the question of eliminating the
errors in the age distribution is also dealt with.

39. The population figures under ages [Table 11, Appendix II] for each year of age,
two main classes and sex are based on the Census returns. This table is reproduced from
the Mauritius Almanac where it was first published. It has not been brought up to the date
of the 1921 Census for the reasons stated in para. 144. The age group adopted is the
quinquennial age group thus eliminating, in a measure at least, the errors in the yearly age
groups. It is possible that these figures may have to be modified if the more scientific method
of graduation referred to in Chapter IV is ultimately adopted ; but for all general purposes
the figures given in table 4 Appendix 1T may, I consider, be used.

40. A complete summary of population returns as published in the Registrar General’s
reports together with the deaths in the two main classes and under sex in the selected age
groups is also given in Appendix II Table 2 and 5. These estimated population figures do
not of course agree with the re-computed values as based on successive revised Census
returns. (Tables 3 and 4.) The administrative depatments must exercise discretion in using
one or the other of these population returns according to the objects they have in view.

41. The question of the Standard population to be adopted is also considered in
Chapter IV.

Other statistics bearing on the Social and Economic condition
of the Population

42. Other statistics bearing on the social and economic condition of the population are
to be found in the statistics of birth-places and religions and these have been collected so far
as the returns and absence of staff permit from previous Census reports.

BiRTHPLACES OF THE POPULATION

: ; Other Africa _ _ Other  [Other Nom-fy, ... |
™ [ingdon| Fronoe| Buropesa | (oxoluding | Todia|Ohina || Asitlo | Europotn [FIUC ota
1861 ...[*1,331 1,176 315 | 7,461 172,425' 1,904 6,585 156 (118,669 | 310,022
1871 ...| 943]1,048 1,735 4,873 |145,405} 2,087 17,662 913 | 151,376 316,042
1881 ...| 5481 604 225 3,298 [134,432| 3,558 142 109 216,958 | 359,874
1891 ... 408| 489 129 2,775 | 99,000]3,111 361 85 264,230 | 370,588
1901 ..., 422 357 112 1,817 | 59,389(3,119 648 77 | 305,082 | 371,023
1911 ... 277! 202 65 1,201 | 35,219]2,968 269 54 | 328,536 | 368,791
1921 ..} 251! 132 42 621 | 17,037,4,173 409 37 [ 353,783 376,485

Birra-PLrACE BY CONTINENTS

. Afric!_i:
Year Europe ng]i'?illll?sl? fnd Asia America {Australia| Total

not stated

1861 2,822 | 126,130 |180,914 | 140 16 | 310,022
1871 | 3,726 | 156,249 |155,154 | 875 38 | 316,042
1881 1,376 | 220,256 |138,132 88 21 359,874
1891 (1,026 | 267,005 [102,472 55 30 | 370,588
1901 891 | 306,899 63,156 | 43 34 | 371,023
1911 544 | 329,737 38,456 | 27 27 368,791
1921 425 l 354,404 21,619 21 16 | 376,485

RELIGIONS OF THE PoPULATION—CHRISTIANS

" Roman Catholic i Anglican ’ Other Christians
- General . General . Total
Y G- 1 Indo |Ind : Indo |Ind Is Indo {Ind . ae
" | including] Mauri- | Tmmie| Total | mClud- Iy mic | Total * inchud- [yriol 1o otal | cbristians
Chinese | tians | grant Chli];% o tians | grant Cl; inne e | BiaDs | grant
1871 ... ... | 8L789 ... 375 ... .. 16,935 89,099
1881 ... ... 107,441} ... 909| ... ... 17,9811116,331
1891 ...|105,448' 8,274]1,716 115,438( 2,331| 970 | 361 | 3,662 3,149 | 455 | 234 | 3,838/ 122,938
1901 ...[103,469| 8,712/1,043 113,224 22091 879 | 233 |3,321| 2,786 526 | 185 | 3,497 120,042
1911  ...[103,696|11,617) 671|115,984( 1,403 810 { 102 | 2,315 2,371 | 782 | 134 | 3,287|121,586
1921 | 102,112/ 15,055 324|117,491| 1,639] 998 53 2,690 1,992 | 625 38 2,655, 122,836

* On original 1359 which gives a total (correct also Wit;i:l original) of 310050
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The Not-stated in each Census year were as follows :—1871, 51,956 ; 1881, 2,235; 1891, 294
1901, 252 ; 1911, 745 ; 1921, 1931.

RELIGIONS OF THE PoPULATION—NON-CHRISTIANS.—(Continued)

Mahomedans Hindu Other Non Christian
7] Total
General : General . General 2 Non
Y s Ind Ind : Ind Ind : = i p

e includ- Mauri- | Tmmie | Total inlud- Maur- | Immi | Total inlud- | 3 Tmmi| Total | Cbrist-

. Cnin%se tians grant Chingese tians grant . Chin%se L 5 grant . 1ans

. !

1871...0 ... ... |4a1,575| .. . Jisgesel .| ... 760!174,987
1881...] ... 35,316] ... 202,291 ... ... 13,711 241,308
1891..,) 161 [22,610,11,992 34,763 131 :124,058| 84,890 209,079 3,345| 96, 73 |3,514247,356
1901... 62 |33,367| 7,779/41,208 28 155,233 50,870 206,131, 3,280 65, 45 |3,390250,729
1911...f 120 [35,234] 3,911;39,265 238 |172,565]30,1511202.954| 2,965 962 314 |4,241246,460
1921...| 56 |42.694| 2245144995 83 287,662l 14,233 201,978| 4,430 266/ 49 4,745\251,718

43. There is evidence of remarkable stability in the returns of religions, the proportions
of christian and non-christian having remained practically stationary for the last 40 years.
The small variations which occur must be looked upon with suspicion as they may be
ascribed to different methods of classification. It is not always easy to control the returns
from an illiterate population. The slight increase in the Roman Catholics of the general
population is to be found almost entirely amongst the Chinese due, in the majority of cases,
to the fact that they have taken to themselves creole women who have brought up their
offspring in their own faith. The decrease in the Anglicans and other Christians should be
read in conjunction with the Birthplace table where it will be seen that the Europeans
(persons born in Europe) have decreased froin 2850 in 1861 to 425 in 1921. There is no
indication whatever that the gulf between Christians and non-christians is breaking down
or that the Western religions, of whatever persuasion, are influencing permanently the
growing Asiatic population. Ashas been pointed out above the slight variations evidenced
in th table are not significante owing to the difficulties of Census registration.

TABLE SHOWING THE CIVIL CONDITION OF THE POPULATION AT
EACH CENsus ENUMERATION

Married Non Married
Year Divorced Widowed

Civilly Religiously Concubinage | Single

General Population—DMale

1871 ... 9,036 1,758 26,874
1881 ... 9,826 1,769 31,505
1891 ...; 12,562 1,966 29,537
1901 ...| 12,718 1,908 27,849
1911 .. 11,257 1,694 20,227
1921 ...} 11,378 907 91 1,712 5,027 23,331
General Population—Female
1871 ... 9,013 4,201 21,212
1881 ... 9,729 4,110 25,772
1891 ...} 12,018 5,088 24,216
1901 ... 12,684 5,153 22,882
1911 ...; 11,780 5,797 20,501
1921 ..| 11,814 911 126 6,348 4,888 19,334
Indian Population-—Male
1871 ...} 13,077 1,114 v 99,424
1881 ...} 12,932 1,313 106,487
1891 ...} 18,200 2,498 91,860
1901 ...} 14,590 . 2,420 89,027
1911 ...l 12,353 2,252 76,689
1921 ...| 17,083 13,976 94 3,771 22,279 47,586
Indian Population—Female !
1871 ...| 12,368 2,581 55,415
1881 ...| 12,261 .. s 3,036 s 53,885
1891 ...| 16,986 4,584 54,241
1901 ...} 13,726 .. 4,801 62,430
1911 ... 12,008 5,255 60,176
1921 ... 17,674 14,244 105 9,340 22,624 27,971
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44. The comparative returns of Civil condition shewn in the above table present no
features of special interest as the classification previous to the 1921 Census are not signifi-
cant. A crude classification of non-married and married—if limited to civil marriage—gives
no real information concerning the habits and customs of an Eastern community. The
classification adopted in the 1921 Census is dealt with at length in Chapter 1T (§ 10—69
et seq) where the signification of the subclassification—Civil and Religious, or Concubinage
and single are explained.

45. The only columns in the summary given above which demand some explanation are
those headed “ divorced ” and ‘‘ not married ”. Previous to 1911 the former do not appear
to have been returned and the latter were made to include all those under 10 years of age.
In the column “ not—married ” above, the figures, as taken from the Census reports, have
been diminished by the aggregates under 10 years. They are in consequence comparable
from year to year.

TABLE SHEWING THE OCOUPATIONS OF THE INDIAN AND NON-INDIAN CLASSES UNDER
FIVE MAIN OCCUPATIONAL HEADINGS.

Males
Non-Indian Indian
Census 1oz ) F  |mdefinite 2 ' E | Indefinite
Year Profes- § Com- |Agricul- = and Non | Profes- 7 Commer-{ Agricut- k) and Non-
sional | § mercial | tural = produc- | sional | g cial tural = prodnc-
S = tive Q" g tive
\ {
1891 ...13,282|2,877| 6,060 | 3,275 |18,126|24,919|1,125|6,232 8,258'71,876| 2,728! 57,280
1901 ...|3,225|2,874|5.681 |3.605 |18,211|22.856| 1,085 6.839| 7,094 68,744. 2.580] 56.758
1911 ... 2,607 2,113 6,415 | 5,079 116,726 22,18111,417{4,079 8,688 62,948 7,462 54,380
1921 .12,692(1,571| 8,600 | 5,203 17,445] 19,447\ 2,503| 3,422/15,178 54,153| 9,775 54,119
Females
1 r l’
1891 547|2,940, 141 59 3,098'49,344 28 1,235I 594} 2,953} 259/103,352
1901 624) 3,087, 110 157 | 3,269| 48,238 48! 1,239 842° 5,385| 260/108,212
1911 ..| 881(3,790| 218 | 176 | 2,323|48,585 162]1.217| 1,464 7.264 281108335
1921 ...{1,101{4,168 902 305 ] 2,443|47,084| 286!1,549 2,475/ 9,373] 530/112,163

" CHAPTER 1L

In this chapter results under the main heads of enumeration are considered more fully
in their relation to the period 1911 to 1921 and by comparison with the 1911 Census.

Certain portions of the report on the Census Summaries of June 16, 1923 are reproduced
here for the sake of continuity and in order to render this report complete.

Positions and dimensions of districts, Islands, and dependencies.

46. The following list of Islands forming the Colony of Mauritius, with their positions
and areas is taken from the report on the 1911 Census Enumeration. The total population
and number of persons per square mile of each is that returned at the Census of 1921.

The total area of the main island is 716 square miles.

There are 23 small Islets round the coast, the names and areas of which are as follows :—

Porr Louis.

Flat Island ... 626 acres
Gabriel Island 104 ,
Pigeon Rock Islands 2 ,,
Barkly Island 3 .,
Tonneliers Island 60

b2

795 acres (1.24 sq. miles).
Riviire Du REMPART.

Round Island 417 acres
Serpent Island 78 ,,
Gunner’s Quoin Island ... 188
Ile d’Ambre and Pointe Bernache 339

»”

—

1,022 acres (1.59 sq. miles). .
Frace

Tle aux Cerfs 323 acres (0.59 sq. miles).
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Mouchoir Rouge 1 acre
Ile aux Aigrettes 61 ,,
Ile de la Passe 5 ,,
Ile Vacoas 2
Ile aux Fouquets 8
Ile aux Fous... T,
Ile Mariane ... 10 ,,
Tle des deux Cocos 10
Iles Brocus et Lafond 39
137 acres (0.21 sq. miles)
Braok RIvER
Ilot Fourneau 31 acres
,» DBénitiers 125 ,,
,,» Malais 3
,, Fortier ... 16 .
175 acres (0.27 sq. miles)
47. The Dependencies comprise : .
rea
Latitude S. Longtitude E, Sq. m?les
o i o 7
Rodrigues 19.44 63.34 40.00
Farquhar 10.10 51.7 2.70%
Six Islands 6.39 71.19 1.04
St. Brandon 16.32 59.37 0.46
Peros Banhos .. 5.20 71.48 3.84
- Diego Garcia ... 7.20 72.26 10.80
Agaléga . 10.25 56.34 26.73
Chagos Archipelago ggé ;%ig ... 1507
Salomon .. 519 ... 7215 2.03
48. The Island of Mauritius itself is divided into 9 districts the areas of which are as
follows :—
Port Louis 16% Square miles
Pamplemousses 69 .
Riviere du Rempart 57 ’
Flacq 115 )
Moka 89 ’
Plaines Wilhems 78% '
Grand Port ... 100% '
Savanne e 943 '
Black River 100 »

Geographical distribution of the Population

49. The Geographical dmtribution of the population will be seen from the chart which
accompanys this report*.
50. The number of persons residing in each district and in the various Dependencies at
the last two Census Enumerations was as follows :-—

District and Dependency 1911 1921 Difference
— —_ —_ excess of

1921
Port Louis 50,060 50,307 + 247
Pamplemousses 37,381 37,448 4+ 67
Riviere du Rempart 31,051 31,807 -+ 756
Flacq 51,898 53,423 41,525
Moka 32,719 29,897 — 2,822
Plaines Wilhems 67,366 75,688 +7,822
Grand Port ... 49,079 50,373 +1,294
Savanne 33,792 32,825 — 967
Black River... ... 14945 ... 14,717 — 228
Total ... 368,791 ... 376,485 + 17,694
Military in barracks ... 1,602 ... 206 . —1,396
Total population including Military 370,393 ... 376,691 . +6,298

——

* Tsland only. The area within the reef is 636 square miles,

+ Bagle Island and Trois Fréres of which the former only was inhabited.

*Not reproduced but odged with the Registrar General.






