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 External Trade – 2nd Quarter 2014
1. Introduction

 This issue of Economic and Social Indicators presents external trade statistics for the second quarter of 2014 and for the years 2012 and 2013. These statistics are compiled from declarations lodged at Customs by importers and exporters. Some of these declarations are at times revised at a later period and corrections made accordingly on the computerised database of the Mauritius Revenue Authority (MRA) - Customs Department.

Thus, while revised figures for 2012 are published in this indicator those for 2013 and 2014 are provisional. It is to be noted that 2013 figures are actually under revision following submission of latest yearly amendments from the MRA - Customs Department to Statistics Mauritius. 

Data on international trade are compiled as per the recommendations of the United Nations General Trade System. According to this system, all goods entering and leaving the national frontier, including trading activities of the Freeport zone should be accounted for. 

It is to be noted that all exports of the Freeport are included in re-exports of Mauritius. It is estimated that for the second quarter of 2014 some 12% of Freeport exports were sourced locally. 
2. Total value of trade and trade balance  
Total international trade for the second quarter of 2014 was valued at R 65,799 million, i.e. 15.4% higher than the previous quarter and 8.9% higher when compared to the corresponding quarter of 2013. 
During the second quarter of 2014, total exports were valued at R 23,887 million against imports of R 41,912 million. The resulting deficit for the second quarter of 2014 worked out to                  R 18,025 million, 26.6% higher than the deficit of R 14,235 million of the previous quarter. Compared to the corresponding quarter of last year, the deficit was higher by 6.4%                 (R 16,933 million).
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3. Exports

3.1 Total exports (Table 1) – 2nd Quarter 2014
Total export proceeds for the second quarter of 2014, including domestic exports1, re-exports2 and ship’s stores and bunkers amounted to R 23,887 million, showing an increase of 11.7% compared to the previous quarter. This increase is mainly explained by rises in the exports of “Machinery and transport equipment” (+172.1%), comprising mostly of re-exports of “Telecommunications equipment & accessories”. The other main increases are: “Manufactured goods classified chiefly by material” (+23.8%) and “Articles of apparel & clothing accessories” (+14.8%).
Compared to the corresponding quarter of 2013, total exports for the second quarter rose by 9.8%. This is mainly explained by increases in “Machinery and transport equipment” (+487.4%), which is due to increases in the re-exports of “Telecommunications equipment & accessories”. Increases were also noted in the exports of “Live primates” (+85.7%), and “Manufactured goods classified chiefly by material” (+25.8%), partly offset by drops in “Ship’s stores & bunkers” (-31.8%), exports of “Cane sugar” (-10.5%) and “Fish and fish preparations” (-6.3%). 
Domestic exports, which accounted for 65.2% of total exports, increased by 14.3% from         R 13,620 million in the previous quarter to R 15,572 million in the second quarter of 2014. Compared to the corresponding quarter of 2013, domestic exports were higher by 3.6%. In the second quarter of 2014, re-exports stood at R 5,455 million, i.e. higher by 51.7% and 116.7%   when compared to the previous quarter and the corresponding quarter of 2013 respectively. 
3.2 Exports by SITC section (Table 3) – First Semester 2014

Exports of “Food and live animals” for the first semester of 2014 amounted to                             R 12,751 million, showing a decrease of 5.1% over the corresponding period of 2013. Exports of “Cane Sugar” and “Fish and fish preparations” fell by 13.6% and 3.7% respectively, partly offset by a rise in “Live Primates” (+54.2%).
For the first semester of 2014, exports of “Manufactured goods classified chiefly by material” were valued at R 4,156 million, higher by 23.9% compared to the figure of                                R 3,355 million for the same period of 2013. This increase is explained by higher exports of “Pearls, precious and semi-precious stones” (+53.2%) and “Textile yarn, fabrics, made up articles” (+10.8%). 
Export proceeds for “Miscellaneous manufactured articles”, representing 39.4% of total exports for the first semester of 2014, increased by 7.4% compared to the corresponding period of 2013. Exports of “Articles of apparel & clothing accessories”, representing 80.6% of exports of this section, increased by 7.7% compared to the same period of 2013.

1 Domestic exports are defined as goods of national origin

2 Re-exports  are goods which are exported in the same condition as imported or after undergoing minor operations which  leave them essentially unchanged.

3.3 Exports of Export Oriented Enterprises (EOE) – First semester 2014

During the first semester of 2014, exports of EOE amounted to R 23,475 million showing an increase of 2.0% compared to the corresponding period of 2013 (Table 1). Further details on these transactions will be presented in the issue of the Economic and Social Indicator on Export Oriented Enterprises, to be released on 23 September 2014. 
3.4 Exports by country of destination (Table 7) - (First semester 2014) 
Analysis of exports figures by country of destination for the first semester of 2014 shows that the European countries were our main buyers, purchasing some 52.4% of our exports for a value of R 20,027 million. The United Kingdom remained our main market with R 5,362 million, 14.0% of total exports. The other major destinations for our exports were France (13.0%), U.S.A (10.5%), Italy (8.5%), Madagascar (6.9%) and South Africa (6.6%). 

Compared to the first six months of 2013, total exports to U.S.A, Madagascar and France went up by 24.0%, 21.8% and 12.3% respectively, while those to United Kingdom, Italy and South Africa fell by 14.4%, 11.2% and 10.5% respectively. 
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4.  Imports
4.1 Total imports  (Table 1) -  2nd Quarter 2014
Total imports for the second quarter of 2014 reached R 41,912 million, showing increases of 17.7% over the previous quarter and 8.4% when compared to the corresponding quarter of 2013. The increase in imports over the previous quarter is mainly due to increases in imports of “Machinery and transport equipment” (+41.0%), “Miscellaneous manufactured articles” (+41.8%), “Chemicals and related products” (+25.5%), and “Manufactured goods classified chiefly by material” (+17.5%).

Compared to the corresponding quarter of 2013, imports in the second quarter of 2014 rose by 8.4% mainly due to increases in imports of “Machinery and transport equipment” (+34.6%), “Miscellaneous manufactured articles” (9.8%) and “ Chemicals & related products” (+11.4%), partly offset by a decrease in imports of “Mineral fuels, lubricants and related products”          (-2.7%).
4.2 Imports by SITC section (Table 10) - (First semester 2014) 
Total imports for the first semester of 2014 amounted to R 77,532 million, showing an increase of 1.5% over the corresponding period of 2013. Around 21.6% of imports in the first semester of 2014 consisted of “Machinery and transport equipment” (R 16,764 million), 21.4% of “Mineral fuels, lubricants and related materials” (R 16,605 million) and 16.5% of “Manufactured goods classified chiefly by materials” (R 12,831 million).
Imports of “Food and live animals” for the first semester of 2014 were valued at                         R 14,003 million, lower by 3.3% compared to the corresponding period of last year. Decreases were noted in imports of “Fish and fish preparations” (-23.8%) and “Wheat” (-28.0%), partly offset by increases in “Dairy products and bird’s eggs” (+28.9%), “Rice” (+18.0%), “Cereal preparations” (+9.6%) and “Meat and meat preparations” (+9.0%). 
The import bill of “Mineral fuels, lubricants, & related products” stood at R 16,605 million, representing a decrease of 10.5% over the corresponding semester of last year.
Imports of “Manufactured goods classified chiefly by material” for the first semester of 2014 fell by 4.1% to reach R 12,831 million from R 13,385 million during the corresponding period of 2013. While imports of “Pearls, precious & semi-precious stones” increased by 17.6%, decreases were noted in “Manufactures of metals” (-23.8%), “Iron and steel” (-12.8%) and “Cement” (-11.5%).
For the first semester of 2014, imports of “Machinery & transport equipment” which were valued at R 16,764 million increased by 27.2% compared to the same period of last year. This is mainly due to increases of “Telecommunications equipment & accessories” (+163.9%), mostly meant for re-exports.
4.3  Imports by country of origin – (First semester 2014) 
During the first semester of 2014, imports from the Asian continent, our major supplier, amounted to R 43,851 million, representing 56.6% of total imports. Our imports originated mainly from the following countries: India (23.6%), China (15.1%), France (8.2%) and South Africa (6.5%) - (Table 13).
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5. Trade with Regional Organisations – (First semester 2014) 
Total exports to African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) States during the first semester of 2014 stood at R 6,372 million, against imports of R 7,544 million (Table 14). The trade deficit with ACP countries worked out to R 1,172 million. 
During the first semester of 2014, our exports to COMESA member states attained                     R 3,353 million, while imports from these countries amounted to R 2,195 million resulting in a favorable trade balance of R 1,158 million for Mauritius. Madagascar was the main buyer with a share of 78.4%. Our main suppliers were Kenya (30.8%) and Madagascar (24.8%) –      (Table 15).
Trade with SADC countries for the first semester of 2014 showed a deficit of                               R 819 million, resulting from imports value of R 6,495 million against exports worth                        R 5,676 million. The main supplier was South Africa (77.1%) and our main buyers were Madagascar (46.3%) and South Africa (44.3%) - (Table 16). 
6. Trade in Freeport Zone - (First semester 2014)

During the first semester of 2014, total imports of the Freeport Zone stood at                                R 6,552 million, higher by 62.7% compared to the corresponding period of last year. The main items imported through the Freeport were “Machinery and transport equipment”, “Fish and fish preparations”, and “Chemicals and related products” (Table 12).

Re-exports to overseas markets valued at R 6,990 million, rose by 108.0% when compared to the first semester of 2013. The main items re-exported through the Freeport were “Telecommunications equipment & accessories” and “Fish and fish preparations” (Table 6). 
7. Forecast 2014
Based on past trends and indicative information from various sources, total exports (including ship’s stores and bunkers) for the year 2014 are expected to be of the order of               R 94,000 million, against R 175,000 million for imports. The trade deficit would be around R 81,000 million.

Statistics Mauritius
Ministry of Finance and Economic Development
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Notes

(1)
Coverage



Trade figures are compiled according to the General Trade System as recommended by the United Nations. Using the national boundary as the statistical frontier, the General Trade System is a record of all goods entering (imports) and leaving the country (exports).


-
Imports include goods brought in directly for domestic consumption plus
 

goods imported into customs bonded warehouses


-   
Exports cover domestic exports and re-exports which include re-exports
 

from customs bonded warehouses.  Domestic exports are defined as goods
 

of national origin. Re-exports are goods which are exported in the same
 

condition as imported or after undergoing minor operations which leave
 

them essentially unchanged.


-   
Ships stores and bunker are included in total exports and are shown 


separately.


-   
Trade by parcel post is also included in imports and exports

(2)
Valuation



Imports are valued on a C.I.F. (Cost, Insurance and Freight) basis whilst exports on a F.O.B. (Free On Board) basis.



C.I.F. value is the value in the market at the Customs frontier of a country of her imports of merchandise, other goods, etc. including all charges for transporting and insuring the goods from the country of exports to the given country but excluding the cost of unloading from the ship, aircraft etc. unless it is borne by the carrier.



F.O.B. value is the value in the market at the Customs frontier of a country of her exports of merchandise and other goods, including all costs of transporting the goods to the Customs frontier, export duties and the cost of loading the goods on to the carrier unless the latter cost is borne by the carrier.

(3)
Classification


Commodity Code


Commodities are coded according to the Harmonised Commodity Description and Coding System Nomenclature (HS2012).  However, for the purposes of economic analysis and to facilitate international comparison of trade by commodity data, the commodities are also classified according to the Standard International Trade Classification (Revision 4) or SITC Rev. 4.  The HS and the SITC Rev. 4 are six and five digit codes respectively but have been extended to eight and seven digits to accommodate national requirements.

(4)
Symbols used




 -   
Nil or negligible



-.-  
Not applicable



...
Not available

Contact Person





Ms N. Guillaume


Statistician


and


                              Mr E. Lukshmudu


 Senior Statistical Officer


   Statistics Mauritius


   L.I.C Centre


   J. Kennedy Street


   Port Louis


   Telephone: (230) 210 8091


   Fax: (230) 211 4150


   Email: cso_trade@mail.gov.mu 
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		EXPORTS		2012		2013		% Change 2013/2012

		United Kingdom		12,497		11,976		-4.2

		France		8,720		8,594		-1.4

		U.S.A.		6,714		7,253		8.0

		Italy		4,892		6,446		31.8

		South Africa		6,693		6,039		-9.8

		Madagascar		4,641		4,510		-2.8

		Spain		4,862		4,194		-13.7

		IMPORTS		2012		2013		% Change 2013/2012

		India		37,191		40,035		7.6

		China		25,834		24,313		-5.9

		France		13,363		13,367		0.0

		South Africa		10,535		10,230		-2.9

				Apr-Jun 2013		Apr-Jun 2014

		Imports		38,679		41,912

		Exports		21,746		23,887
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		Table 13 - Imports by country of origin, 2012 - 2013

		Country of origin		2012 1		2013 2		2013		2013/2012

								%		% Change

		All countries		160,996		165,661

		India		37,191		40,035		24.2		7.6

		China		25,834		24,313		14.7		-5.9

		France		13,363		13,367		8.1		0.0

		South Africa		10,535		10,230		6.2		-2.9

		Spain		5,484		6,551		4.0		19.5

		Australia		3,671		4,384		2.6		19.4

		Germany		3,879		4,112		2.5		6.0

		Japan		4,086		3,913		2.4		-4.2

		Malaysia		4,278		3,903		2.4		-8.8

		Other		3,594		3,745		2.3		4.2

		Italy		3,172		3,604		2.2		13.6

		United Kingdom		3,230		3,560		2.1		10.2

		Thailand		3,195		3,445		2.1		7.8

		Korea, Republic of		2,603		3,161		1.9		21.4

		United Arab Emirates		2,879		2,842		1.7		-1.3

		Indonesia		2,736		2,793		1.7		2.1

		Vietnam		447		2,644		1.6		491.5

		U. S. A.		2,801		2,438		1.5		-13.0

		New Zealand		2,436		2,186		1.3		-10.3

		Argentina		2,218		2,173		1.3		-2.0

		Seychelles		490		1,474		0.9		200.8

		Turkey		1,303		1,457		0.9		11.8

		Switzerland		1,369		1,389		0.8		1.5

		Kenya		1,560		1,375		0.8		-11.9

		Netherlands		1,755		1,227		0.7		-30.1

		Other		934		1,169		0.7		25.2

		Belgium		1,329		1,111		0.7		-16.4

		Egypt		1,124		1,085		0.7		-3.5

		Singapore		1,055		1,063		0.6		0.8

		Canada		888		999		0.6		12.5

		Pakistan		817		880		0.5		7.7

		Brazil		1,058		835		0.5		-21.1

		Other		660		774		0.5		17.3

		Madagascar		631		751		0.5		19.0

		Hong Kong  (S.A.R) 3		1,453		695		0.4		-52.2

		Mozambique		823		567		0.3		-31.1

		Other		494		496		0.3		0.4

		Portugal		209		466		0.3		123.0

		Poland		292		414		0.2		41.8

		Ireland		372		401		0.2		7.8

		Tanzania		222		397		0.2		78.8

		Austria		341		311		0.2		-8.8

		Denmark		1,501		303		0.2		-79.8

		Swaziland		279		276		0.2		-1.1

		Russian Federation		180		260		0.2		44.4

		Sweden		241		238		0.1		-1.2

		Zimbabwe		229		238		0.1		3.9

		Morocco		379		230		0.1		-39.3

		Israel		197		204		0.1		3.6

		Saudi Arabia		167		189		0.1		13.2

		Reunion		142		176		0.1		23.9

		Philippines		129		174		0.1		34.9

		Zambia		248		140		0.1		-43.5

		Hungary		170		127		0.1		-25.3

		Mexico		103		111		0.1		7.8

		Finland		70		76		0.0		8.6

		Chile		43		58		0.0		34.9

		Cameroon		30		39		0.0		30.0

		Congo		24		32		0.0		33.3

		Myanmar		27		28		0.0		3.7

		Iran		15		14		0.0		-6.7

		Other		4		8		0.0		100.0

		Mali		7		5		0.0		-28.6

		1 Revised		2 Provisional





Exp Continent

		Total Imports1 by Continent, 2012 - 2013

		Continent				2012		%		2013		%

						160,996				165,661

		Europe				39,391		24.5		40,347		24.4

		Asia				90,506		56.2		93,837		56.6

		Africa				17,383		10.8		17,789		10.7

		America				7,605		4.7		7,110		4.3

		Oceania				6,111		3.8		6,578		4.0





Comesa

		Table 7 - Total exports1 by country of destination, 2012 - 2013

		Country of destination				2012 2		2013 3		2013		2013/2012

										%		% Change

				All countries		67,371		71,967

				United Kingdom		12,497		11,976		16.6		-4.2

				France		8,720		8,594		11.9		-1.4

				U.S.A.		6,714		7,253		10.1		8.0

				Italy		4,892		6,446		9.0		31.8

				South Africa		6,693		6,039		8.4		-9.8

				Madagascar		4,641		4,510		6.3		-2.8

				Spain		4,862		4,194		5.8		-13.7

				Other		1,689		3,426		4.8		102.8

				Other		1,695		2,236		3.1		31.9

				Belgium		1,916		2,205		3.1		15.1

				Reunion		2,092		1,923		2.7		-8.1

				Netherlands		1,244		1,829		2.5		47.0

				Germany		1,246		1,091		1.5		-12.4

				Hong Kong  (S.A.R) 4		229		1,075		1.5		369.4

				United Arab Emirates		443		1,024		1.4		131.2

				Seychelles		883		939		1.3		6.3

				Other		786		810		1.1		3.1

				Japan		1,033		789		1.1		-23.6

				Switzerland		927		786		1.1		-15.2

				Singapore		548		664		0.9		21.2

				India		552		541		0.8		-2.0

				Portugal		255		424		0.6		66.3

				China		232		414		0.6		78.4

				Thailand		193		358		0.5		85.5

				Austria		408		326		0.5		-20.1

				Kenya		333		322		0.4		-3.3

				Australia		270		276		0.4		2.2

				Mayotte		239		266		0.4		11.3

				Czech Republic		133		244		0.3		83.5

				Canada		174		224		0.3		28.7

				Other		195		195		0.3		0.0

				Malaysia		150		158		0.2		5.3

				Comoros Islands		151		141		0.2		-6.6

				Panama		157		95		0.1		-39.5

				Mozambique		22		74		0.1		236.4

				New Zealand		36		39		0.1		8.3

				Zambia		39		29		0.0		-25.6

				Phillipines		38		18		0.0		-52.6

				Ghana		37		13		0.0		-64.9

				Other		7		1		0.0		-85.7

		1  Excluding Ship's  stores & Bunkers				2 Revised





SADC

		Table 7 - Total exports1 by Continent, 2012 - 2013

		Continent				2012		%		2013		%

						67,371				71,967

		Europe				38,795		57.6		40,351		56.1

		Asia				5,107		7.6		8,467		11.8

		Africa				15,916		23.6		15,066		20.9

		America				7,240		10.7		7,767		10.8

		Oceania				313		0.5		316		0.4





		Table 15 - Trade with COMESA States, 2012 - 2013

		COMESA States		2012 1				2013 2

				Imports: value(c.i.f.)		Exports3 : value(f.o.b)		Imports: value(c.i.f.)		%		Exports3 : value(f.o.b)		%

		Total		4,687,118		6,491,865		5,430,953				6,326,774

		Burundi		0.0		46,806		0.0		0.0		35,035		0.6

		Comoros Islands		25,329		150,689		61,162		1.1		140,877		2.2

		Djibouti		2		1,599		1,875		0.0		28,485		0.5

		D. R. Congo		0.0		-		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0

		Egypt		1,124,442		45,286		1,084,665		20.0		28,869		0.5

		Eritrea		0.0		120		0.0		0.0		1,199		0.0

		Ethiopia		2,509		4,335		1,699		0.0		12,525		0.2

		Kenya		1,560,454		332,855		1,375,397		25.3		321,950		5.1

		Libyan Arab		400		-		0.0		0.0		199		0.0

		Madagascar		631,154		4,641,305		751,204		13.8		4,510,444		71.3

		Malawi		4,064		94,114		22,677		0.4		5,418		0.1

		Rwanda		1		122,160		0.0		0.0		159,695		2.5

		Seychelles		490,164		882,851		1,474,109		27.1		938,990		14.8

		Sudan		1		4,080		2,067		0.0		2,835		0.0

		Swaziland		279,224		77		276,496		5.1		66		0.0

		Uganda		92,732		35,841		1,271		0.0		22,972		0.4

		Zambia		247,958		38,632		139,951		2.6		28,891		0.5

		Zimbabwe		228,684		91,115		238,380		4.4		88,324		1.4

		1 Revised		2 Provisional





		Table 16 - Trade with SADC States, 2012 - 2013

		SADC States		2012 1				2013 2

				Imports: value(c.i.f.)		Exports3 : value(f.o.b)		Imports: value(c.i.f.)		%		Exports3 : value(f.o.b)		%

		Total		13,561,478		12,734,619		14,213,824				11,960,330

		Angola		2,098		7,252		199		0.0		3,186		0.0

		Botswana		702		7,599		9,235		0.1		108,398		0.9

		D.R Congo		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0		0.0

		Lesotho		68,083		28,770		67,805		0.5		23,087		0.2

		Madagascar		631,154		4,641,305		751,204		5.3		4,510,444		37.7

		Malawi		4,064		94,114		22,677		0.2		5,418		0.0

		Mozambique		823,117		22,309		567,051		4.0		74,465		0.6

		Namibia		29,699		12,895		39,870		0.3		12,367		0.1

		Seychelles		490,164		882,851		1,474,109		10.4		938,990		7.9

		South Africa		10,534,622		6,693,407		10,230,236		72.0		6,038,824		50.5

		Swaziland		279,224		77		276,496		1.9		66		0.0

		Tanzania		221,909		214,293		396,611		2.8		127,870		1.1

		Zambia		247,958		38,632		139,951		1.0		28,891		0.2

		Zimbabwe		228,684		91,115		238,380		1.7		88,324		0.7

		1 Revised		2 Provisional






