GLOSSARY

1. Absolute discharge is complete and unconditional release.

2. Acts against liberty is taking away or limiting the movement or liberty of a person.
3. Admission rate is defined as the number of people admitted to prison in a given year per 100,000 mid-year population.

4. Assault is defined as intentional or reckless application of physical force inflicted upon the body of a person.

5. Acquitted means dismissed.

6. Burglary is defined as unlawful entry into someone else’s premises with the intention to commit a theft.

7. Cases to the police are: 

· either offences punishable by law such as crimes (which are punishable by penal servitude and/or a fine exceeding Rs 5,000), misdemeanours (which are punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding 10 days and/or a fine exceeding Rs 5,000) and contraventions (which are punishable by imprisonment for a term not exceeding 10 days and/or a fine not exceeding Rs 10,000),

· or relate to other occurrences such as accidental deaths, accidental fires, suicides or attempted suicides and street accidents.

8. Coercion is demanding a particular course of action through the use of force, threat intimidation, threat to reveal compromising information, or threat of defamation.
9. Community Service Order is a sentence requiring an offender to perform unpaid community work in lieu of imprisonment or non-payment of fines.

10. Conditional discharge is a sentence whereby an offender is released under certain conditions, e.g. to be of good behaviour for a specified period of time. 

11. Contraventions (least serious offences) are defined as offences that are punishable by:

(a) imprisonment for a term not exceeding 10 days;

(b) fine not exceeding 5,000 rupees.

12. Cost of detainee is based on the recurrent expenditure of the prisons, the social aid granted to the detainees’ ward(s) and the value of labour contribution of detainees to the prisons’ workshops.

13. Crimes (most serious offences) are defined as offences that are punishable by:

(a) penal servitude;

(b) fine exceeding 5,000 rupees.

14. Criminal case is a case dealing with an offender indicted for an offence.

15. Cumulative Road Traffic Offences (CRTO)
The Road Traffic Act was amended to replace the Penalty Point Management System (PPMS) by the Cumulative Road Traffic Offences (CRTO) system which became operational as from 27 July 2015. The main objectives of the CRTO system are to do away with the penalty points system; and implement a new sanctioning mechanism and a graduated scale of fines for exceeding speed limits.

Under the new system if a person is convicted on a sixth occasion for one or more CRTO committed within a period of 24 months, he/she will be disqualified by Court for a period of 6 to 12 months i.e. that person will not be authorised to drive during that disqualification period; and he/she will then have to follow a Rehabilitation Course before the restoration of his/her driving licence. Furthermore, if that same person is disqualified by Court for a second time, his/her driving licence will be cancelled.

As per the Road Traffic (Amendment) Act 2018 (Act No. 12 of 2018), with effect from 01 October 2018, a new graduated scale of fines for exceeding speed limits was introduced as follows: a fine of Rs 2,500 for exceeding the speed limit by not more than 15 km per hour, a fine of Rs 5,000 for exceeding the speed limit by more than 15 but not more than 25 km per hour and a fine of Rs 10,000 for driving at a speed exceeding the authorised speed limit by more than 25 km per hour. 

Also, where a person is convicted on a fifth occasion of one or more CRTO within a period of 24 months, he/she shall be disqualified only where those offences have been committed on or after 1 October 2018. 

16. Dangerous acts are bodily harm or potential for bodily harm caused by a person’s dangerous behaviour or act carried out with the knowledge that the act has potential to cause harm.
17. Detainee is referred to as any person confined to prison and is classified as follows:

(a) Convict: person sentenced to imprisonment.
(b) Person on remand and trial: person charged for an offence with a court of law and awaiting judgment. 

18. Drug offences are as spelt out under the Dangerous Drug Act 2000.  They relate mainly to drugs like gandia, heroin, hashish, opium, cocaine and other psychotropic substances.

19. Embezzlement is defined as the wrongful appropriation of another person’s property that is already in the possession of the person doing the appropriating.

20. Fine defaulters are convicts sentenced to imprisonment for non-payment of fines; they either stay in prison for a specified period, benefit from a community service order or are released as soon as they pay the fines.
21. Forgery/counterfeiting is creating, manufacturing, selling, passing or possessing a false imitation of goods, or an instrument to create a false imitation of goods.
22. Fraud is defined as the acquisition of another person’s property by deception.

23. Illegal feticide is defined as unlawful death of a foetus intentionally procured or conducted by a person.
24. Intellectual property offences are unlawful copying, using, reproducing or other infringements of copyrights, patents, trademarks or other intellectual property.
25. Intentional homicide is defined as unlawful death inflicted upon a person with the intent to cause death.

26. Investigation and prosecution
On completion of police enquiries/investigations, cases are taken to court for prosecution either as decided by Police or upon the advice of the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP).  However, for some cases, prosecution does not follow for the following reasons: (a) false or doubtful complaint, (b) no offence committed        (c) trifling cases, (d) accused unknown, (e) accused absconded, (f) evidence insufficient, (g) accused dead or insane, (h) caution administered, (i) no further action as advised by the DPP.

27. Juvenile is defined as person aged below 18 years.

28. Juvenile delinquency rate is defined as the number of juvenile offenders involved in offences (excluding contraventions) per 1,000 juvenile population.
29. Minor assault is intentional or reckless application of minor physical force inflicted upon the body of a person resulting in no injury or minor bodily injury.
30. Misdemeanours (less serious offences) are defined as offences that are punishable by:


(a) imprisonment for a term exceeding 10 days; 

(b) fine exceeding 5,000 rupees.

31. Murder is unlawful death inflicted upon a person with the intent to cause death or serious injury, including when premeditated and/or with malice aforethought.

32. Negligence is defined as bodily harm or potential for bodily harm from a person’s negligent, reckless or careless behaviour.

33. Non-adjudicated is the formal withdrawal of charge(s) by the Police, Director of Public Prosecutions or Attorney-General or by the courts; it includes nolle prosequi and struck out.

34. Non-injurious traffic violations is the criminal acts under the traffic code and traffic regulations by a person that do not result in injury or death.

35. Non-intentional homicide is unlawful death unintentionally inflicted upon a person by another person.
36. Prison occupancy level is defined as the prison population divided by the prison capacity (number of beds).
37. Probation order is a sentence whereby an offender is placed under the supervision of a probation officer for a period not less than one nor more than three years.

38. Property damage is willful destruction, damage or defacement of property.
39. Robbery is defined as the theft of property from a person, overcoming resistance by force or threat of force.

40. Serious assault is defined as intentional or reckless application of serious physical force inflicted upon the body of a person resulting in serious bodily injury.

41. Sexual violence is defined as unwanted sexual act, attempt to obtain a sexual act, or contact or communication with unwanted sexual attention without valid consent or with consent as a result of intimidation, force, fraud, coercion, threat, deception, use of drugs or alcohol, or abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability.

42. Sexual exploitation is defined as acts of abuse of a position of vulnerability, power or trust, or use of force or threat of force, for profiting financially, physically, socially or politically from the prostitution or sexual acts of a person.

43. Theft is defined as unlawfully taking or obtaining of property with the intent to permanently withhold it from a person or organization without consent and without the use of force, threat of force or violence, coercion or deception.

44. Victim is referred to as a person who has been affected by an offence committed by another person.
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